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Sihanouk ‘Compromise’ During Transfer 
AU0508145489 Paris AFP in English 1134 GMT 
5 Aug 89 


[Text] Paris, Aug 5 (AFP)}—Cambodian resistance leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk is ready for “compromise” in 
the transition phase from September 26, when the last 
Vietnamese soldier is due to leave Cambodia, to as yet 
unscheduled elections, Cambodian sources said here. 


In what the sources billed as a compromise solution, the 
prince put forward proposals Friday to the ad hoc 
commission on Cambodian national reconciliation, set 
up by the international conference here last weekend. 


Asked by the joint French and Indonesian chairmen of 
the commission to set out proposals, the prince put 
forward a plan for a power-sharing arrangement involv- 
ing a “provisional high authority”, which he would 
chair, and a provisional government called the national 
unity administration. 


The “high authority” would comprise ministries of 
defence, foreign affairs, the interior and information. 


Both bodies would be diawn from each of the four 
warring Cambodian factions: Prince Sihanouk’s party, 
Son Sann’s Nationalists, the Chinese-backed Khmer 
Rouge, and the Vietnamese-backed Cambodian regime 
led by Hun Sen. 


The Cambodian resistance had previously demanded the 
formation of a provisional quadripartite government 
ahead of elections, while Hun Sen had said his regime 
must remain in power until the elections were held. 


Hun Sen had reacted to the proposals by suggesting that 
the existing Phnom Penh regime could stay on as 
“housekeepers” in tandem with a two-prong provisional 
government put forward by the prince. 


But Prince Sihanouk said that “as head of the resistance” 
he could not accept such an arrangement, the sources 
said. 


The Khmer Rouge are vehemently opposed to any 
solution allowing Hun Sen’s regime to keep power. 


A Sihanouk supporter in Paris said the Khmer Rouge 
were putting up obstacles to progress at the talks. 


He said China and the Soviet Union held the key, and 
must work out an agreement between themselves if their 
respective clients, the Khmer Rouge and Vietnam, were 
to come to an accord. 


Several Cambodian sources said a draft of the Paris 
conference's final resolution had been presented Friday 
to the ad hoc commission and the three committees set 
up by the conference. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS i 


The draft reportedly includes six agreements: a frame- 
work accord, a Cambodian inter-factional pact, an inter- 
national undertaking on Cambodia's neutrality, a proto- 
col on international monitoring of the Vietnamese pull- 
out, a protocol on the return of refugees and a protocol 
on rebuilding the nation. 


The three committees are briefed to work out detailed 
solutions. 


The first, chaired by India and Canada, deals with 
monitoring the Vietnamese withdrawal and preparing 
elections. 


The second, chaired by Laos and Malaysia, deals with 
Cambodia’s sovereignty and neutrality. 


The third, chaired by Japan and Australia, deals with 
reconstruction and refugees. 


Then there is a coordinating committee, which according 
to Cambodian sources, heard reports from the three 
committees and the ad hoc commission Friday. 


Heated debate marked Friday's session of the committee 
dealing with the Vietnamese withdrawal, sources said, 
while the committee for refugees received a report on the 
problem from a United Nations expert. 


A U.N. fact-finding team set up by the conference to look 
at the feasibility of sending in U.N. peacekeepers will 
arrive in Cambodia by plane at midday Monday, a 
Phnom Penh spokesman here said. 


Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsi'a said in Bangkok 
Saturday the team would comprise |5 delegates from six 
nations, each given a specific task. 


Their work would include a week-long survey of Cam- 
bodia’s borders with Thailand, Vietnam and possibly 
Laos, in order to prepare for monitoring of the Vietnam- 
ese withdrawal, he said. 


Details of UN Fact-Finding Team on Cambodia 
BK0408 130789 Hong Kong AFP in English 1238 GMT 
4 Aug 89 


[Excerpts] Bangkok, Aug 4 (AFP)}—A United Nations 
fact-finding team will leave here for Phnom Penh next 
week to collect technical information in Cambodia, a 
Thai Foreign Ministry source said Friday. 


A U.N. team with 15 to 20 members is scheduled to 
spend Monday in Bangkok before leaving for Phnom 
Penh on Tuesday, the source said requesting anonymity. 
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An international conference on Cambodia currenily 
under way in Paris decided to send a fact-finding team to 
the Southeast Asian country to “gather technical infor- 
mation on the spot” for a conference committee working 
out ways of monitoring Vietnam's troop pullout and a 
ceasefire in Cambodia. 


A U.N. spokesman said Wednesday in New York that 
the U.N. team was to be led by Lieutenant-General 
Martin Vadset of Norway and it is reported to be made 
up of officers from Australia, Canada, France, India, 
Indonesia and Malaysia. [passage omitted] 


Thailand’s military chief General Chawalit Yongchaiyut 
was quoted by the the state-owned THAI NEWS 
AGENCY (TNA) Friday as saying that the Thai Armed 
Forces would provide “all conveniences” needed by the 
U.N. fact-finding team on its Cambodian mission. 


The Foreign Ministry source said Thai authorities were 
awaiting more details on the U.N. mission to help 
arrange transportation to Phnom Penh. 


“The team is scheduled to be in Cambodia until August 
14, and return to Thailand on the same day. They will be 
in Bangkok until August 19 before ending their fact- 
finding mission, the Thai Foreign Ministry source said. 
[passage omitted] 


Thailand Asked To Provide Assistance 
BK0508052089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
5 Aug 89 p I 


[By Atthawibun Sisuworanan] 


[Text] A United Nations fact-finding team due to arrive 
in Thailand tomorrow has requested that senior Thai 
military officials assist its efforts in finding a peaceful 
solution to the Cambodian conflict, highly placed 
sources said yesterday. 


The role of the fact-finding team from the United 
Nations Truce and Supervision Organization (UNTSO) 
was requested during the international Paris conference 
on Cambodia which commenced early this week. 


Organisers of the mission are reported to have urged that 
Thai Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen Sunthon Khong- 
somphong play an ‘active’ role in operational aspects of 
the mission. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Several Thai military liaison officers have also been 
invited to accompany the UNTSO mission, according to 
the sources who stressed that it is unclear whether the 
liaison officers would enter war-torn Cambodia. 


Thai military leaders have reportedly offered to fully 
cooperate with the team in Thai territory provided the 
actions do not represent an act of “intervention” into 
Cambodia’s internal matters. 


The UNTSO team also has asked the Thai government 
to arrange a meeting between the team and military 
leaders of the resistance coalition government, and to 
arrange chi... |» .ts to Phnom Penh and Hanoi. 


The sources, who asked not to be named, said UNTSO 
views Thai cooperation as vital for the success of the 
mission. 


Meanwhile, deputy spokesman of the Foreign Ministry, 
Pratyathawi Thawethikun, told reporters yesterday that 
the UNTSO team will arrive in Bangkok tomorrow and 
fly to Phnom Penh on Monday. The team is scheduled to 
tour the Cambodian interior from August 7-14 before 
returning to Bangkok. 


Pratyathawi confirmed that UNTSO officials plan to 
hold talks with Thai officials and military leaders during 
which they are expected to request permission to under- 
take an investigative tour of Thai-Cambodian border 
and refugee camps. 


The sources said the UNTSO team is likely to remain in 
Bangkok until shortly before the expiry of an August 20 
deadline set by the United Nations for submission of the 
team’s report to the Paris conference. 


Correction to Hun Sen Address to Conference 


The following correction pertains to the item headline 
“Hun Sen Addresses Cambodia Conference,” published 
in the 3 August East Asia DAILY REPORT, pages 5-7: 


Page 5, column two, paragraph two, sentence four make 
read: ...government has proposed a cease-fire in place to 
be placed... (rewording) 


Page 7, column one, paragraph two, sentence two make 
read: To enact a cease-fire in place throughout the 
country. (rewording) 
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Official Denies Gorbachev Offered ‘Secret’ Deal 
OW0708095889 Tokyo KYODO in English 0943 GMT 
7 Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 7 KYODO—A top Japanese Foreign 
Ministry official on Monday refuted U.S. magazine 
report that Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev has secretly 
informed Tokyo tha: Moscow would return some Japa- 
nese-claimed islands in return for a massive influx of 
Japanese investment. 


The top official, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said the report in the “Washington Whispers” column of 
the U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORt is without 
foundation in fact. 


The report said that in a secret message conveyed to 
Tokyo, Gorbachev “suggests for the first time that Mos- 
cow would be willing to make a deal that would return 
the Kuril Islands, seized by the Soviets at the end of 
World War II, to Japanese control.” 


“In exchange, Gorbachev asked that Tokyo commit to a 
long-range plan for investing billions of dollars annually to 
help rebuild the faltering Soviet economy,” the report said. 


Japan places the issue of its so-called northern territo- 
ries, four chilly strategic islands off its northern island of 
Hokkaido, among its top diplomatic priorities. 


The failure of both sides to resolve their decades-old 
territorial dispute has stood in the way of a conclusion of 
a belated peace treaty and expanded economic ties. 


But Moscow has softened its hitherto uncompromising 
stand on the dispute ever since Gorbachev came to 
power and the two countries are now engaged in regular 
negotiations. 


The top Japanese official said that Japan ideally wants 
the islands returned “unconditionally,” but it realizes 
that negotiation is in order in light of the length of time 
they have been in Soviet hands. 


He objected to the U.S. magazine’s reference to the 
islands claimed by Japan as the “Kuril Islands.” 


Japan claims that the islands are geographically and histor- 
ically separate from the adjoining Kuril archipelago, which 
Japan signed away at the San Francisco Peace Treaty. 
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With U.S. on Subsidies 
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[By Shiro Yoneyama} 


[Text] Washington, Aug. 4 KYODO—The United States 
has told Japan it will unveil a comprehensive farm trade 
package this fall to facilitate the completion of a new 
global trade round, a senior Japanese official said here 
Friday. 


The official said the U.S. plan will call for agricultural 
import curbs to be replaced by tariffs and for a sharp 
curtailment in export subsidies by member countries of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


The U.S. informed Japan of its new farm trade proposal 
during two days of talks on the Uruguay round of 
multilateral trade negotiations which ended here Friday, 
according to the official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 


The meeting was the latest in a series of bilateral consul- 
tations on the GATT round that the U.S. has been 
holding with its key trading partners, including the 
12-nation European Community, sources said. 


Japan, which hosted an Asia/Pacific conference on the 
Uruguay round recently, will hold a bilateral meeting 
with the U.S. on the GATT round in September, the 
sources said. 


The senior Japanese official said Japan and the U.S. are 
in accord on the need for reducing and eventually 
eliminating farm export subsidies, although they are still 
at odds over other farm trade issues. 


The divisive issues include Japaa’s strict impori controls 
on rice, the nation’s main staple. Japan has said it is 
prepared to negotiate the matter as part of the global 
farm trade liberalization talks. 


But the two countries did agree to try to help bring the 
four-year Uruguay round to a successful conclusion b;' 
the end of next year. 


During the two-day session, U.S. Trade Representative 
Carla Hills made a brief appearance that underscored the 
U.S. commitment to the Uruguay round, the Japanese 
negotiator said. 


The Japanese official said the U.S. strongly supported a 
Japanese campaign to fight against efforts by France and 
other EC member countries to stem imports of copiers 
and automobiles made in the U.S. and Britain by Japa- 
nese companies. 


The two-day meeting also produced a Japan-U.S. agree- 
ment to closely cooperate in trade in services, one of the 
new areas covered by the new GATT round. 
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But a Japanese source said the two countries wil! draw 
up similar but independent proposals for bringing about 
disciplines in trade in services, an area which divides 
industriaily developed and developing nations. 


The source said the U.S. was particularly irritated by 
some unidentified developing countries which it alleged 
has misused a GATT code to improve their international 
balance of payments through import curbs. 


The U.S. also told Japan during the meeting that it is 
preparing a report as the first GATT member country to be 
subject to a trade policy review in a bid to strengthen the 
Geneva-based GATT, the source said without elaboration. 


Japanese officials used the occasion to attack the “super 
301” provision of the U.S. Trade Act as a move likely to 
undermine the credibility of multilateral institutions 
such as GATT. 


USS. Officials Discuss Ste’ 
OW0708113289 Tokyo KYODO in English 1052 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 7 KYODO—The United States 
Monday called for Japanese support for a plan to phase 
out U.S. steel-import quotas over the next two and a half 
years, a Japanese official said. 


The request was made during talks between Japanese 
and U.S. trade officials here following a U.S. decision to 
extend restrictions on steel imports from Japan and 16 
other countries for two and a half years before scrapping 
them, said an official at the Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry [MITI]. 


The official quoted the U.S. negotiators as calling on 
Japan, as a nation without any subsidiaries to its steel 
industry, to support the U.S. program. 


U.S. President George Bush announced the program late 
last month, under which Washington is to press other 
nations tu dismantle subsidiaries [as received] offered to 
their domestic steel manufacturers during the remaining 
perivu .f import restrictions. 


“The U.S. side spent much of the talks briefing us on the 
U.S. steel import policy. But there are no explanations of 
the extention of voluntary restraint agreements (VRAs) to 
limit steel imports,” said the official at a press briefing. 


“The U.S. side did not make any proposal on VRAs 
(with regard to Japan) at all,” he said. 


Japanese officials, including International Trade and 
Industry Minister Seiroku Kajiyama, have warned the 
United States not to slash Japan’s steel export quota 
under VRAs and urged it to maintain the present quota. 
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The VRAs, due to expire next month, have limited Japan's 
steel exports to the United States to 5.8 percent of the total 
U.S. steel consumption for the past five years. 


The bilateral meeting was attended by Linn Williams, 
deputy U.S. Trade Representative, Tatsunao Takahashi, 
director-general of MITI’s Basic Industries Bureau, and 
other officials concerned. 


The two sides will hold the next talks in Washington late 
this month, according to the official. 


Welcomes Chance To Visit PRC, ROK 
OW0408 134189 Tokyo KYODO in English 1228 GMT 
4 Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 4 KYODO—Emperor Akihito on 
Friday declined to answer a reporter's question as to 
whether his father was responsible for World War II but 
said he welcomed debates, including this issuc, saying 
freedom of speech is the very foundation of democracy. 


The emperor also said he and Empress Michiko would be 
prepared io visit China and South Korea to promote 
understanding and friends) with the neighboring 
countries. 


The two nations were the main targets of Japan's aggres- 
sion before and during the war. 


Emperor Akihito, 55, made the statements in a press 
conference, the first he has given since he succeeded the 
late Emperor Showa, who died at the age of 87 on 
January 7. 


The press conference, held at the Imperial Palace, was 
attended by 55 representatives of the Japanese and 
foreign mass media. 


Empress Michiko, 54, sat beside him before the journal- 
ists and also answered questions. 


During the 35-minute press conference, Emperor Aki- 
hito spoke in a relaxed manner but adhered to the usual 
practice for imperial family members of avoiding any 
direct statements on such sensitive matters as war 
responsibility, imperial marriages, and the separation of 
religion and politics. 


The emperor repeatedly said he will continue to respect 
the war-renouncing postwar Constitution which defines 
the Emperor as a symbol of the state and its people. 


“The Constitution is the highest national law and | 
would like to perform my duties as Emperor in accor- 
dance with the Constitution,” he said. 


Asked by a reporter whether his father was responsibie 
for the last war, Emperor Akihito said, “I am not in a 
pos tion to answer.” 
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He said Emperor Showa always thought that peace was 
important and tried to perform his duties according to 
tie prewar Constitution when Japan declared war. 


“The fact that many people, both at home and abroad, 
died or experienced hardships during the war gives me 
much pain,” he said. 


Asked by a reporter to confirm reports that he had 
expressed regret over the war when he met Chinese 
Premier Li Peng in April, the emperor said the contents 
of the meeting are not to be made public. 


The emperor said he welcomed free debates, including 
one on war responsibility and the emperor system, 
saying freedom of speech is the very foundation of 
democracy. 


He made the remark in answering a who 
referred to a statement made late last year by Nagasaki 
Mayor Hitoshi Motoshima that Emperor Showa was 
responsible for the last war. 


Asked by a reporter whether he will visit China and 
South Korea, the emperor said it is up to the Govern- 
ment to decide, but he and Empress Michiko would like 
to visit these countries to promote understanding and 
friendship if there is such an opportunity. 


“It would be highly significant to try to promote friendly 
relations with these countries,” he said. 


Empress Michiko said she will also try to promote 
international fricndship “in fields requiring me.” 


The emperor said he would also like to visit Okinawa 
Prefecture, scene of some of the bloodiest battles of the 
war, “to remember those who died in the war.” 


His father had planned to visit Okinawa, where an 
estimated 200,000 people died, but had to cancel the 
visit because of his iiiness. 


When asked about the imperial role in preserving the 
global environment, Emperor Akihito referred to his own 
efforts as crown prince to clean the seas around Japan. 


The emperor said he is happy to see increasing public 
interest in global environmental issues in Japan. “The 
present environmental issue is something that people all 
over the world should be interested in,” he added. 


Both the emperor and empress declined to answer a 
question as to when their firstborn, Crown Prince Naru- 
hito, 29, would marry. 


The emperor said he has lived with the crown prince for 
a long time and both have mutually given good influ- 
ence. “I hope these relations would continue in the 
future,” he said. 
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Empress Michiko wore 2 smile when she spoke of the 
crown prince who has said he wishes to marry before 30. 


The empress, who drew national attention when she 
became the first commoner to marry an imperial family 
member, declined to say whom her son would marry. 


She said she hopes the crown prince would sometime 
come over to play the viola, his favorite instrument. 


Clearly different from his late father who was rather 
reserved, Emperor Akihito lively responded to reporters’ 
questions, leaning forward, nodding at some questions, 
and flashing a smile occasionally. 


The empress relaxed the room as she drew laughter with 
some of her replies. 


At one time she apparently did not fully catch the 
question and asked the reporter to repeat it, touching off 
laughter. 


Tours To North Korea Slated To Resume 
OW0708082589 Tokyo KYODO in English 0758 GMT 
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{Text} Tokyo, Aug. 7 KYODO—Package tours to North 
Korea, which had been suspended since the downing of a 
South Korean airliner in November 1987, will be resumed 
this fall, officials at a travel agency said Monday. 


A total of 39 people in two groups toured Pyongyang and 
Kaesong for nine days in October 1987 as the first 


Japanese sightseers. 


However, the tour was suspended when relations between 
Japan and North Korea deteriorated in the wake of the 
bombing of a Korean Air Lines (KAL) Boeing 707 over the 
Thai-Myanmar [Burma] border. South Korea claims it was 
conducted by North Korean agents. 


Against the backdrop of the gradual opening of its 
foreign policy, pyongyang informed the Japanese travel 
agency of its readiness to accept Japanese travelers again. 


The first group of 10-15 people is scheduled to leave 
Japan on October 6 to visit Kaesong and the 
Kumgang (Diamond) Mountains for 10 days. 


Three as Candidates for LDP 
OW0508032089 Tokyo KYODO in English 0223 GMT 
5 Aug 89 


[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO—Three lawmakers Sat- 
urday registered their candidacies to run in the presiden- 
tial election of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) scheduled for next Tuesday, LDP election man- 
agement officials said. 
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The three are former Education Minister Toshiki Kaifu, 
58, former Transport Minister Shintaro Ishihara, 56, and 
former Health and Welfare Minister Yoshiro Hayashi, 62. 


The presidential election to choose the successor to LDP 
President and Prime Minister Sosuke Uno will be held at 
a general meeting at party headquarters of LDP Diet 
members of both houses and representatives from LDP 


local chapters. 


Political sources said Kaifu, noted for his eloquent 
speeches, will most likely be chosen to succeed Uno as he 
is supported by four of the LDP’s six power blocs. 


Kaifu, who belongs to a 30-member intraparty faction 
led by former State Minister Toshio Komoto, is backed 
by the four factions with a total of 290 Diet members. 


Hayashi is supported by his | 4-member group headed by 
former LDP Deputy Vice President Susumu Nikaido 
and some members of a 78-strong faction led by former 
Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa, the sources said. 


The sources said Ishihara has backing from a group of 
young lawmakers, called the League of Liberals and 
Reformists (Jiyu Kakushin Renme?). 


The new LDP president, who will become prime min‘s- 
ter as the ruling party enjoys a comfortable majority in 
the powerful House of Representatives, will be in cffice 
until October 31, the expiry date of a two-year term of 
office inherited by Uno from his predecessor Noboru 
Takeshita. 


Both houses of the Diet will hold their respective plenary 
sessions on Wednesday to chose the new prime minister. 


The opposition camp in the upper house is poised to 
name Takako Doi, leader of the No. | opposition party, 
the Japan Socialist Party, as prime minister. 


But she cannot become head of government as the 
Constitution stipulates that the person named by the 
lower house will beccme prime minister if the two 
chambers choose different people. 


Uno, only two months in office, officially confirmed this 
week that he is stepping down to take responsibility for 
the LDP’s heavy loss in the July 23 House of Councillors 
election. 


He came to office after Takeshita was forced io step 
down in disgrace for his involvement in the Recruit 
shares-for-favors scandal, said to be the most widespread 
scandal in postwar Japan. 


Most LDi’ leaders and some opposition leaders were 
implicated in the scandal which, according to political 
analysts, is the main cause of the LDP defeat in the July 
upper house election. 
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In the election, the LDP lost its majority in the second 
chamber for the first time since 1955, when it was 
created through the merger of two conservative parties, 
with the result that the party is facing the worst crists in 
its history. 


Kaifu issued a policy statement and pledged to review 
the 3 percent consumption tax and use it for social 
welfare purposes if elected as Japan’s chief executive. 


The indirect tax on almost all types of goods and 
services, introduced in April, is also believed to have 
contributed to the LDP’s upper house election defeat. 


He also pledged to legislate a code of political ethics to 
regain public trust in politics lost by the Recruit scandal. 


Kaifu said he wil! expand not only cocperative relations 
with the United States and the European Community 
but also relations with neighboring Asian countries for 
global peace. 


The security setup with the United States will be main- 
tained for peace in Japan and security in the world but 
Japan should continue its efforts to defend itself, he 
added. 


In a statement, Hayashi said the LDP’s landslide defeat 
in the July 23 polls was “historic” and said the party 
should deeply reflect upon the significance of its results. 


He also said the administration imposed the consump- 
tion tax without the full understanding and acceptance 
of the people. 


The tax should be reviewed in line with the people's 
wishes so that rice and perishables will be nontaxable 
and revenues from the consumption tax used solely for 
welfare purposes, he said. 


Hayashi said the government should never yield to 
foreign pressure to liberalize rice imports because it 
could harm the interests of Japanese farmers. 


He called for active Japanese cooperation in defusing 
economic frictions, extending more aid to developing 
countries, easing the burden of debtor nations and 
solving global environmental problems. 


Ishihara agreed with two other candidates on the issue of 
the consumption tax and said it should be a revenue 
source for welfare spending. 


He said Japan's high technology now holds sway over the 
world’s political strategies and added Japan should con- 
tinue to develop such technology for peaceful purposes 
and assume a leadership role in arms reductions. 


Ishihara proposed the establishment of a facility to train 
those who can work in their countries with technical 


knowledge obtained in Japan. 
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Candidates Discuss Issues 
OW0508 104789 Tokyo KYODO in English 1015 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, Aug 5 KYODO—Three lawmakers who 
registered their candidacies Saturday to run in the pres- 
idential election of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) pledged to review the unpopular consumption tax 
and carry out political reform. 


The three are former Education Minister Toshiki Kaifu, 
58, former Transport Minister Shintaro Ishihara, 56, and 
former Health and Welfare Minister Yoshiro Hayashi, 62. 


LDP Diet members of both houses and representatives 
of the party’s local chapters will choose the successor to 
LDP President and Prime Minister Sosuke Uno next 
Tuesday. 


Uno has announced his resignation to take responsibility 
for LDP’s crushing defeat in the House of Councillors 
election July 23. 


Kaifu, a 10-term House of Representatives member, 
who emerged at the front-runner in t!.¢ presidential 
contest in a back-room compromise among party lead- 
ers, will most likely be chosen to succeed Uno because he 
is supported by four of the LDP’s six power blocs. 


Al a joint news conference at LDP Headquarters after 
the registration, Kaifu said, “as a result of the upper 
house election the LDP lost a majority (in that chamber) 
for the first time since the party's founding (in 1955) and 
is facing its greatest crisis.” 


“The LDP must regain public confidence before the rext 


general election (expected later this year) by overcoming 
the crisis,” he added. 


During the 80-minute news conference televised nation- 
ally, Kaifu said, “I will brave party's crisis with my 
experience as politician, youth, passion, and as a man of 
action and will do my best to revive the party.” 


Hayashi said the reconstruction of the party is a matter 
of foremost urgency and Ishihara said the LDP must 
undergo a sweeping reform. 


As for the 3 percent consumption tax introduced in 
April, regarded as one of major causes of LDP’s defeat in 
the upper house clection, Kaifu said the tax should be 
reviewed and the revenue from the tax should be used 
for social welfare purposes. 


Ishihara and Hayashi also pledged to review the tax. 


The opposition parties have demanded abolition of the 
consumption tax and plan to submit a bill toward that end. 
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On political reform. Kaifu said politics should be made 
cleaner and n.ore comprehensible to the people, and Ishi- 
hara said back-room dealings between the governing and 
opposixion parties in Diet matters should be eliminated. 


The three candidates agreed not to liberalize import of 
rice. The government policy of liberalization of farm 
produce imports was also cited as a reason for the 
crushing setback of the LDP in the upper house election. 


Kaifu said the trade friction between Japan and the 
United States should be resolved through taixs and that 
Japan should explain that its trade surplu; has been 
declining and Japan is shifting its ecomomy to one led by 
domestic demand. 


Ishihara said the U.S. is also to be blamed for the trade 
friction, saying American goods are not competitive 
enough in quality. 


Candidates Hold Policy Speech Session 
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{Text} Tokyo, Aug. 7 KYODO—The Liberal Democratic 
Party's three preside'itial candidates called for support 
from LDP Diet members and provincial representa*:ves 
on Monday, the eve of the presidential election day. 


Toshiki Kaifu, 58, Yoshiro Hayashi, 62, and Shintaro 
Ishihara, 56, who spoke at a joint policy speech meeting 
at party headquarters, all pledged to review the unpop- 
ular 3 percent consumption tax, which was considered to 
be the main cause of the LDP’s defeat in the July 23 
House of Councillors election. 


Kaifu, a former education minister who is tipped as the 
front-runner in the race, said, “The environment sur- 
rounding the LDP is now the hardest since its founding™ 
in 1955. 


“Our party lost a majority in the upper house election ... 
It is not an easy situation.” 


Kaifu, a 10-1erm member in the House of Representa- 
tives, said, “To brave difficulties for the LDP and revive 
the LDP will lead to a creation of a free, democratic, 
peaceful nation and a bright and prosperious society.” 


“We must accept the outcome of the upper house elec- 
tion modestly,” Kaifu said, adding that the consumption 
tax imposed in april should be reviewed critically and 
the revenue from the tax should be used for social 
welfare purposes. 


Backed by four out of the LDP’s six intraparty factions, 
Kaifu is expected to beat Hayashi and Ishihara to win 
Tuesday's LDP presidential election. 
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Hayashi, a former health and welfare minister, called for 
a more strict settlement to the LDP’s involvement in the 
Recruit bribery scandal, saying, “tHis election is the best 
occasion to recover public trust in the LDP ....” 


Ishihara, a novelist-turned-politician, deplored factional 
moves in the presidential election and called for reforms 
of the ruling party. 


The LDP presidential election management committee 
arranged the policy speech session. 


Kaifu, a senior member of a 30-member faction led by 
former State Minister Toshio Komoto, is also being sup- 
ported by the factions of former Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita, former LDP Secretary General Shintaro Abe 
and former Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone. 


Of the LDP’s 404 Diet members, Kaifu’s four factions 
account for 293. 


Hayashi, who belongs to a small 14-member group 
headed by former LDP Vice President Susumu Nikaido, 
is being backed by the 79-member faction of ormer 
Finance Minister Kiichi Miyazawa. 


Ishihara, a member of Abe’s faction, is being supported 
mainly by younger members of various factions. 


Eligible to vote in Tuesday’s election are the 404 LDP 
Diet members plus 47 representatives from the party’s 
prefectural chapters. 


Of the three candidates, the one who garners a majority 
of valid votes cast will be elected the new LDP president. 


The new president will succeed Prime Minister Sosuke 
Uno, who declared on July 24 that he will down from 
power to take responsibility for the LDP’s defeat in the 
upper house election. 


Uno took office on June 2 after his predecessor Takesh- 
ita resigned amid mounting public distrust in the gov- 
ernment stemming chiefly from the involvement of 
many LDP politician’s in the Recruit influence-peddling 
scandal. 


The new LDP president will also become prime minister, 
since the conservative party enjoys a comfortable major- 
ity in the powerful House of Representatives. 


Both houses of the Diet will hold a plenary session on 
Wednesday to elect a new prime minister. 


In the lower house, The LDP president is expected to be 
elected prime minister by virtue of the LDP’s majority. 


In the upper chamber, Takako Doi, chairwoman of the 
largest opposition Japan Socialist Party, will most likely 
be named as prime minister, because the opposition 
camp holds a majority. 
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However, the LDP leader will automatically become 
head of the government, because the constitution stipu- 
lates that the person named by the lower house will 
become prime minister if the two chambers choose 
different people. 


LDP Presidential Candidate Received Recruit Funds 
OW0508110989 Tokyo KYODO in English 1051 GMT 
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{Text} Tokyo, Aug. 5 KYODO—Shintaro Ishihara 
admitted Saturday he received donations from the scan- 
dal-ridden Recruit Co., making him the second to make 
such an admission among three contenders to succeed 
the premiership. 


Ishihara told a news conference after filing his candidacy 
in the Liberal Democratic Party election that he received 
3 million yen in tickets on two occasions. 


His supporters, Shizuka Kamei and Hiroyuki Sonoda, 
both members of the House of Representatives, said 
Recruit was among an unspecified number of companies 
asked to purchase tickets for symposia organized by 
Ishihara. ; 


They said Recruit purchased | million yen worth of 
tickets for a symposium held on June 9, 1987. 


Ishihara was one of speakers at the session. Others 
included Masaharu Gotoda, member of the House of 
Representatives and former chief cabinet secretary. 


They said Recruit also purchased 2 million yen worth of 
tickets for another session held on July 5, 1988. 


Kamei and Sonoda said the money was returned to Recruit 
after the scandal involving the company surfaced. 


Ishihara on Saturday registered as a candidate seeking 
the LDP presidency to succeed outgoing Prime Minister 
Sosuke Uno. 


He will run against former Education Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu and Yoshiro Hayashi, former health and welfare 
minister. 


Kaifu, regarded as the strongest contender among the 
three, earlier admitted that he received a total of 15 
million yen in political donations from Recruit over five 
years up to 1988. 


He said, however, all donations were legal and and have 
been reported in accordance with the Political Fund 
Control Law. 


The new leader is expected to be elected Tuesday at a 
meeting attended by LDP members of both houses and 
the party’s regional representatives. 
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Diet Opens Session To Pick Uno’s Successor 
OW070804 1089 Tokyo KYODO in English 0343 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 7 KYODO—The Diet opened a 
six-day extraordinary session Monday chiefly to choose 
the successor to Prime Minister Sosuke Uno. 


The House of Councillors held a plenary session in the 
morning and reelected ruling Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) member Yoshihiko Tsuchiya, 63, as president of 
the upper house. 


Akira Ono, vice chairman of the No. | opposition Japan 
Socialist Party (JSP), was elected vice president. 


The session also selected new chairmen of the house’s 16 
standing committees and five special committees. 


Because of the LDP’s massive setback in the July 23 upper 
house election, the conservative LDP saw the number of 
chairman posts it controls reduced from 13 to 10, while the 
JSP, which advanced in the election, increased its number 
of chairmanships from four to eight. 


With the election, both Tsuchiya and Ono left their 
respective parties. 


The distribution of strength by party in the second 
chamber as of Monday is as follows: the LDP (109), the 
JSP (72), Komeito (21), the Japan Communist Party 
(14), Rengo Sangiin (12), the Democratic Socialist Party 
(10), Sanin Club (five), the Tax Party (four) and inde- 
pendents (five). 


An opening ceremony attended by Emperor Akihito will 
be held Tuesday in the upper chamber. 


The election of the successor to Uno, who has expressed 
his intention to resign to take responsibility for the 
LDP’s election loss, will take place Wednesday at ple- 
nary sessions of the two houses. 


The LDP will hold a general meeting Tuesday of its 
members of both houses and representatives from its 
local chapters to pick the new president. 


The post carries with it the prime ministership by virtue 
of the LDP’s comfortable majority in the powerful 
House of Representatives. 


Three lawmakers have entered the LDP presidential 
race—former Education Minister Toshiki Kaifu, 58, 
former Health and Welfare Minister Yoshiro Hayashi, 62, 
and former Transport Minister Shintaro Ishihara, 56. 


According to most political analysts, Kaifu will likely be 
picked as Uno’s replacement as he is supported by four 
of the LDP’s six factions. 
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The new LDP president will be in office only until 
October 31, the expiry date of the two-year term of office 
Uno, who took on June 2, inherited from his predecessor 
Noboru Takeshita, who was forced to step down for his 
involvement in the Recruit stock-for-favors scandal. 


In the Lower house, the LDP president will certaintly be 
picked as the next prime minister, but the opposition 
camp in the upper house is poised to name JSP leader 
Takako Doi as prime minister. 


However, Doi, the first woman leader of a major politi- 
cal party in Japan, would not become prime minister as 
the Constitution stipulates that the person named by the 
lower house will become head of government if the two 
chambers choose different persons. 


Doi Renews Call for Dissolution of Lower House 
OW0708061689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0539 GMT 
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[Text] Tokyo, Aug. 7 KYODO—Japan Socialist Party 
Chairwoman Takako Doi on Monday vowed to lead an 
all-out campaign to force the dissolution of the House of 
Representatives for a general election. 

Doi, speaking at a general meeting of all JSP Diet 
members, said her party will promote fresh blood and 
field a number of young people and women candidates in 
the next general election. 


The JSP, the No. | opposition party, will also put forth 
its best efforts to kill the 3 percent consumption tax and 
to iron out policy differences with other opposition 
parties in order to establish an opposition coalition 
government. 


Uno Attends Anniversary for Hiroshima Bombing 
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[Text] Hiroshima, Aug. 6 (KYODO)—Hiroshima resi- 
dents and dignitaries from Japan and abroad turned out in 
mass to mark the 44th anniversary of the atomic bombing 
of the city on Sunday offering their condolences to victims 
and pledging efforts to “not repeat the evil.” 


Some 55,000 people, many dressed in black, looked on 
as mourners offered consecrated water from 16 spots 
around the city in memory of the more than 157,000 
people killed by the atomic blast. 


The names of some 4,424 “hibakusha” (atom-bomb 
victims) who have died in the past year were added to 
the death rolls in a memorial monument at the city’s 


peace park. 
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Dignitaries, surviving family members and hibakusha 
laid wreaths at the memorial before the tolling of the 
peace bell signaling a minute of silence at 8:15 a.m., the 
exact moment that the midair explosion ripped through 
the city on August 6, 1945. 


Mourners included for the first time a descendant of one 
of the over 25,000 Koreans who died from the blast, 
dressed in the flowing blue robes of a traditional Chong- 
sam costume. 


More than 125,000 Japanese died on the day of the 
bombing or soon after, with survivors suffering the 
effects of radiation. 


Hundreds of doves, released after the minute’s silence, 
swooped over the spectators in a grey-white symbol of 
peace before keynote addresses by Hiroshima Mayor 
Takeshi Araki, Prime Minister Sosuke Uno and other 
dignitaries. 


Araki, making his now customary pledge to see that “‘the 
evil” of nuclear bombing is not repeated, called for a 
return to the pacifist ideals of Japan’s constitution and 
for the nation’s three nonnuclear principles to be passed 
into law, along with new statutes to aid the hibakusha. 


Uno, although promising to support the three principles 
and the hibakusha, did not mention the enactment of 
any new laws. The prime minister extended words of 
“deep regret” over the bombing and the plight of the 
hibakusha in what was expected to be one of the last 
ceremonial appearances in his two months in office. 


The push for enactment of the nonnulcear principles, by 
which successive Japanese Government have pledged not 
to manufacture, possess or introduce nuclear weapons has 
gained in strength with the revelation of the accidental loss 
of a hydrogen bomb off Okinawa in 1965 by a U.S. warship 
which docked near Tokyo several days later. 


After further speeches by local representatives and 
United Nations official Yasushi Akashi, Japanese, Ger- 
man and other choirs joined to end the ceremony with 
the singing of the city’s anthem of peace. 


Peace conferences, including the Second International 
Mayors’ Peace Conference hosted by the city, and vari- 
ous events in remembrance of the bombing are planned 
with the traditional floating of lanterns in rivers in 
Hiroshima rounding out the memorial observances Sun- 
day evening. 


Mongolia 


Central Committee Discusses Batmonh’s USSR Visit 
OW0308 141589 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0810 GMT 3 Aug 89 


[Text] The Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party 
Central Committee has discussed and issued a resolution 
on the outcome of working visit of Mongolian party 
leader and President Batmonh to the Soviet Union. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The present visit marked a move forward in raising the 
efficiency of all-round Mongolian-Soviet cooperation, 
accelerating Mongolia’s socioeconomic development, and 
successfullly implementing the tasks of renewal and recon- 
struction under way in Mongolia, notes the resolution. 


This year’s Mongolian-Soviet summit meeting and the 
principled agreement to perfect the structure and mech- 
anism of traditional cooperation, (?created) during the 
visit, were a fresh move in furthering bilateral coopera- 
tion, holds the resolution. 


2d Stage of Joint-Soviet Erdenet Plant Project 
OW0508142189 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0810 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Text] The 2d stage of modernization project has started 
at Erdenet ore dressing plant in north Mongolia. The 
project envisages an increase of the plant annual capacity 
up to 25 million tons of ore, as well as (?metal molybde- 
num) manufacture of finish products. Simultaneously, 
work is under way to (?restore) the plant and improve 
production methods. 


Much attention is also attached to training of national 
personnel. The Erdenet plant, a joint Mongolian-Soviet 
enterprise, employs 5,700 people, 70 percent of whom 
are the Mongols. Almost 750 engineers and technical 
workers are also Mongols. 


Soviet Veterans Meet Officials in Ulaanbaatar 
OW0508 144289 Ulaanbaatar International Service 
in English 0810 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Text] The delegation of Soviet war veterans led by 
retired Colonel General Sozinov is currently in Mongolia 
to take part in the celebrations of the 50 years of the 
Halhin Gol battle. The delegation visited the Lenin 
Memorial and Zhukov Museum in Ulaanbaatar and was 
received at the Ulaanbaatar City Party Committee. 
Soviet war veterans also met with representatives of the 
capital youth and army. 


On August the 4th, the delegation set out for the (Khas- 
ton) region, where 50 years ago Mongolian and Soviet 
troops fought the Japanese invaders. 


Militia Reports on Crime Reduction Issued 
OW0508 142789 Ulaanbaatar NOVOSTI MONGOLII 
in Russian 22 Jan 89 p 6 


(“Crime on the Descent”—NOVOSTI MONGOLII 
headline] 


[Text] C. Bashaa, chief of the Information and Analysis 
Department of the Ulaanbaatar Militia Administration, 
told our correspondent that 7,000 crimes are committed 
yearly in Mongolia and about 6,000 are brought to 
justice. 
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On the whole, crime in the country is decreasing. Thus, 
the number of serious crimes was reduced by 12.5 
percent in 1987. It is true that criminals are now resort- 
ing to more refined methods, which involve the use of 
technical means. Nevertheless, no less than 90 percent of 
all law infringements are discovered presently. Forty 
percent of crimes are constituted by thefts of the citizens’ 
personal property or state property. More than half of all 
crimes are committed in the cities of Ulaanbaatar and 
Darhan and in Dornod, Dornogobi, and Tob aymags. 


The alarming reports on the increasing trend in prosti- 
tution have been received. Speculation is growing among 
youth and cases of abusing toxic substances have been 
reported. On the whole, almost 60 percent of the crimi- 
nals are by young people under the age of 29. Out of 
those brought to justice, 18.3 percent are not working 
anywhere. 


Presently, our society has matured to understand that 
the sources of crimes are not merely lurking in remnants 
of the past. C. Bashaa emphasized that we should, 
presently, increase our concern for establishing new 
working places and organizing recreational activities for 
youth. 


North Korea 


Commentary on Annual U.S.-ROK Security Meeting 
SK2107121789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1102 GMT 21 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 21 (KCNA)—Papers here today 
comment on a recent “annual security consultative 
meeting” of the United States and South Korea held in 
Washington. 


At the meeting U.S. Defence Secretary Cheney gabbled 
that the United States would keep as ever its troops in 
South Korea and the puppet defence minister told the 
master that South Korea hopes for continued presence of 
U.S. forces in South Korea, according to a report. They 
also claimed that they reaffirmed the “security commit- 
ments” and that it is “necessary” to maintain “relations 
of military alliance”, clamouring that it was “pre- 
mature” to withdraw U.S. forces from South Korea. 


The news analyst of NODONG SINMUN says: 


The U.S.-South Korea “annual security consultative 
meeting” only aggravated the deteriorating tensions on 
the Korean peninsula. 


Now that the U.S. imerialists have already deployed 
more than 1,000 pieces of nuclear weapons in South 
Korea and worked out a nuclear war operational pro- 
gram for their actual use and are biding their time to put 
it into effect, a nuclear war may break out on the Korean 
peninsula any moment and, if so, it will be followed by a 
global thermo-nuclear war. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


That is why the world’s peaceloving people, to say 
nothing of the entire Korean people, and even the 
Americans in particular, are calling for the wit! drawal of 
U.S. forces and nuclear weapons from South Korea. 


The commentary further says: 


Feeling uneasy about such movement, the U.S. authori- 
ties leave no stone unturned to put down and lull the 
demand. The authorities in the U.S. State and Defence 
Departments hurriedly released official statements 
announcing that there was “ no plan for the reduction” 
of U.S. forces in South Korea and made preposterous 
assertions that they would not withdraw forces from 
South Korea because there was “no change in the atti- 
tude of the North”. Needless to say, this reveals their 
brigandish ambition to keep up their occupation of 
South Korea and is a version of the fiction of “threat 
from the North” designed to justify it. 


In the closed-door talks in Washington the South Korean 
puppets begged for the continuation of the U.S. forces’ 
occupation of South Korea and said that they would pay 
more for their upkeep. This fully betrayed their true 
color as a group of executors of the nuclear war policy, 
betrayers of the national interests and despicable quis- 


lings. 


A signed commentary of MINJU CHOSON charges that 
the “annual Security Consultative Meeting” was a pro- 
vocative and dangerous war intrigue of the U.S. imperi- 
alists and their lackeys to keep the U.S. imperialist 
aggression forces as ever in South Korea and step up war 
preparations to invade the northern half of Korea and 
other Asian countries and stresses that the U.S. imperi- 
alists should immediately withdraw their forces and 
nuclear weapons from South Korea. 


South Explains Stand Against Troop Withdrawal 
SK0308 122289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1046 GMT 3 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 3 (KCNA)—The South Korean 
puppet foreign minister on August 2 explained to the 
chairman of the U.S. Heritage Foundation about the 
“stand” of the puppet government against the “with- 
drawal or reduction” of the U.S. troops in South Korea, 
according to a report. 


When the loud shouts “Yankees to their home, the North 
and the South to reunification!” are ringing out from 
among South Korean people, he had a hard time 
“explaining” something to a person who is no more than 
the chairman of a foundation. This reveals the sorry sight 
of the puppet clique as a pro-U.S., flunkeyist traitor. 


Why are the South Korean authorities trying so desper- 
ately to keep in South Korea the U.S. troops resolutely 
rejected by the entire follow countrymen as an unwel- 
come guest! 
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The answer is clear. It is because the puppets need the 
military patronage of the U.S. imperialists, their masters, 
to preserve their personal glory they have obtained in 
reward for their treacheries and the prolongation of 
division is a lever of their survival. 


The reunification of the country, the supreme task of the 
entire nation, not has yet been achieved because of the 
criminal acts of those traitors. 


The No Tae-u puppet clique will face a stern judgement 
by history for its treacherous act in building higher the 
barrier in the way of reunification with the protection by 
the U.S. imperialists’ bayonet. 


Daily Examines ‘Danger’ of Nuclear War 
SK2907105289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1022 GMT 29 Jul 89 


(“Danger of Nuclear War Must Be Removed From 
Korean Peninsula”—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang July 29 (KCNA)—The danger of a 
nuclear war must be removed from the Korean penin- 
sula, the most dangerous hotbed of a nuclear war in the 
world, says NODONG SINMUN today. 


The U.S. imperialists’ policy of aggression and war 
against the Korean people is the gravest factor of threat- 
ening peace on the Korean peninsula as well as Asia and 
the world, the news analyst notes, and continues: 


The U.S. imperialists are seeking to provoke a nuclear 
war on the Korean peninsula and expand it into a global 
thermonuclear war. 


The purpose of the U.S. imperialists’ occupation of 
South Korea is to keep hold on South Korea as a 
forefront base of nuclear attack in their anti-socialist 
world strategy and Asia-Pacific strategy, its most impor- 
tant component. This is why the United States has 
shipped more than 1,000 nuclear weapons into South 
Korea and made it the largest nuclear storage in the Far 
East, the hotbed of a nuclear war. 


The U.S. Korean strategy, Asia-Pacific strategy and 
world strategy are inseparably linked with each other. 
Therefore, if the flame of a nuclear war flares up on the 
Korean peninsula it will instantly spread all over the 
world and its aftereffect will be immeasurably great. 


Hence anyone who loves and values peace wants the 
Korean peninsula to be a nuclear-free, peace zone. 


The government of our republic has put forward many 
peace proposals and striven to materialize them. In 
recent years it advanced the proposal to establish a 
nuclear-free, peace zone on the Korean peninsula, the 
proposal for phased arms cut in the North and the South 
of Korea, the peace package proposal and the proposal 
for tripartite talks. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


If the U.S. troops and nuclear weapons are taken out of 
South Korea and the Korean peninsula turned into a 
nuclear-free, peace zone, it will create a situation deci- 
sively favourable to the preservation of peace in Asia and 
the world. 


The Korean people, deeply conscious of their noble 
responsibility for the cause of world peace, will resolutely 
fight to convert the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, 
peace zone so as to contribute to realising human desire 
for peace. 


The U.S. imperialists must look straight at the trend of 
the times and pull their armed forces and nuclear weap- 
ons out of South Korea without delay. 


U.S. Accused of Shipping Nuclear Arms to South 
SK0608091089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0846 GMT 6 Aug 89 


[Text] Pyongyang August 6 (KCNA)—If a war broke out 
on the Korean peninsula, the most dangerous hotbed of 
nuclear war in the world, it would spread into a world- 
wide thermonuclear war and spell immeasurable holo- 
caust to mankind, warns NODONG SINMUN today. 


The news analyst says: 


The U.S. imperialists have shipped into South Korea 
more than 1,000 pieces of nuclear weapons, even neu- 
tron bombs, and those of all other kinds and types they 
have deployed in other countries so far and deployed in 
different places of South Korea nuclear capable “F 16” 
fighter-bombers and 155 mm howitzers. 


They deployed one nuclear weapon in every 100 square 
kilometres in South Korea as against one per 400 square 
kilometres in the NATO area. 


In last May they replaced 48 “‘F 16” fighter-bombers in 
Kunsan, South Korea, with newer “C” and “D” types 
and announced their plan to supplant the “F 4” war 
planes in Osan and other areas of South korean with “F 
16” in the fiscal 1990. 


They are planning to produce 120 “F 16” or “F 18” 
planes with the South Korean puppets to arm the South 
Korean puppet airforce with them. 


They are also scheming to introduce into South Korea ““F 
15 E” bigger than “F 16” in the range of action. 


In the massive increase of such nuclear capable war 
planes the U.S. imperialists seek to deal a forestalling 
strike at the northern half of Korea and other socia! 
countries from the air with nuclear arms. 


They are massing nuclear weapons not only in 
Korea but also around it and frantically staging 
games for the use of nuclear weapons in South Korea. 
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Each time they stage “Team Spirit” joint war exercises 
they held nuclear launching and dropping exercises with 
the mobilisation of “B 52” strategic bombers and “F 15” 
and “F 16” fighter-bombers. 


Today the Korean peninsula is the most explosive hot- 
bed of nuclear war. 


The U.S. imperialists are desperately trying to make the 
Korean peninsula the ignition point of a nuclear war, 


taking into consideration the military and strategic posi- 


tion of South Korea in the execution of their nuclear 
strategy. 


They regard South Korea which is located deep in the 
Asiatic Continent as a most advantageous area for a 
nuclear attack at the continent. 


At the 21st “annual security consultative meeting” held 
between the U.S. imperialists and the South Korean 
puppets in Washington some time ago, the U.S. imperi- 
alists blared that they would “‘protect” South Korea with 
their “nuclear umbrella” and continue to stage such 
large-scale test nuclear war as “Team Spirit”. 


The danger of nuclear war must be removed from the 
Korean peninsula, stresses the article, adding: 


To this end, it is imperative to get the U.S. forces and 
nuclear weapons withdrawn from South Korea and turn 
the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free, peace zone. 


Position on Nuclear-Free Peninsula Reiterated 
SK0708 102889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1011 GMT 7 Aug 89 


(“It Is Our Invariable Stand to Convert Korean Penin- 
sula Into Nuclear-Free Peace Zone.”—KCNA headline} 


[Text] Pyongyang August 7 (K “NA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today carries an article headlined “It Is Our 
Invariable Stand to Convert Korean Peninsula into 
Nuclear-Free Peace Zone”’. 


The author of the article says: The great leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song said: 


“Our party will strive to turn the Korean peninsula into 
a nuclear-free, peace zone and actively support the 
struggle of the peoples to create such zones in Asia, the 
Middle East, Africa, Latin America and Europe.” 


Our party and government of the DPRK put forward 
reasonable proposals for the withdrawal of nuclear weap- 
ons and removal of the danger of a nuclear war and have 
made sincere efforts for their realisation since nuclear 
weapons were deployed in the South of the Korean 
peninsula. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The government of the DPRK in its statement dated 
April 7, 1959, noted that the U.S. imperialists occupying 
South Korea had systematically violated the Korean 
Armistice Agreement and were converting South Korea 
into a new atomic weapon base by introducing atomic 
weapons and guided missiles there and put foward an 
initiative of creating a nuclear-free peace zone in Asia. 


At a time when the Reagan administration declared the 
Korean Peninsula a “Testing Ground of Showdown of 
Strength in the 80s” and was bringing in dark clouds of 
nuclear war, our party and Government of the DPRK 
advanced fair and aboveboard proposals one after 
another for removing the danger of a war and safeguard- 
ing peace on the Korean peninsula and took epochal 
steps for their realisation. 


We consistently called for converting Northeast Asia 
into a nuclear-free zone and the government of the 
DPRK signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty on 
December 12, 1985. 


On June 23, 1986, the International Year of Peace, the 
Government of the DPRK solemnly clarified at home 
and abroad its stand to convert the Korean peninsula 
into a nuclear-free peace zone. 


In order to ease tensions on the Korean peninsula and 
remove the danger of a war from there, the government 
put forward in July 1987 an epochal disarmament pro- 
posal for the phased reduction of armed forces isi the 
North and the South and the phased withdrawal of the 
U.S. forces from South Korea and last year four princi- 
ples for guaranteeing peace and a package peace overture 
and in recent years took measures to send 150,000 
People’s Army soldiers from frontlines to sites of social- 
ist construction and unilaterally reduce the numerical 
strength of the Army by 100,000 men. 


This is an expression of our consistent peaceloving, 
patriotic stand aimed to remove the danger of a new war, 
a nuclear war, on the Korean peninsula, guarantee a 
durable peace and security in our country and the rest of 
Asia and achieve national reunification as early as pos- 
sible. 


But, the U.S. imperialists have given no response to our 
peace overture. On the contrary, they are making des- 
perate efforts to complete war preparations, while laying 
particular stress on South Korea’s strategic importance. 


The U.S. imperialists must give up an anachronistic 
nuclear war ambition and respond to our peace overture 
for converting the Korean peninsula into a nuclear-free 
peace zone. Our people will, in the future, too, vigorously 
struggle for the withdrawal of nuclear weapons and U.S. 
imperialist aggression forces from South Korea and for 
the conversion of the Korean peninsula into a nuclear- 
free peace zone. 
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U.S. Budget Said To Increase Arms 
SK0508045289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0432 GMT 5 Aug 89 


(“Arms Buildup Scheme of Warmaniacs—KCNA head- 
line} 


[Text] Pyongyang August 5 (KCNA)—The US. Senate 
passed defense appropriations bill for 1990 scaled at 
305,500 million dollars and turned down the motion to 
withdraw 10,000 men of the U.S. forces occupying South 
Korea. NODONG SINMUN in a commentary today 
views this as an indication of zealous encouragement to 
the criminal moves of the Bush administration to 
increase armaments, step up nuclear war preparations, 
permanently occupy South Korea and ignite a new war 
in Korea. 


The news analyst says: 


The U.S. imperialists never let a chance pass by without 
talking about “peace” and “disarmament”. But they are 
ail deception and hypocrisy. 


Behind the scene they are expanding armaments still 
further, making desperate efforts to get the upperhand in 
strength and realise their wild ambition for world 


supremacy. 


U.S. imperialists seek to perpetuate the division of 
Korea, keep South Korea under their occupation and 
provoke a new war in Korea, as a main link in the chain 
of their manoeuvrings to contain the socialist countries 
with strength and realise their wild ambition of world 


supremacy. 


The rejection of the motion to cutback the U.S. forces in 
South Korea by the U.S. Senate reveals once again this 
ulterior intention of the U.S. imperialists. 


The criminal act of the U.S. ruling quarters bent on arms 
buildup at a time when the signs of detente are noticed in 
the world can never be tolerated. 


U.S. Presence in South Said To Prevent Dialogue 
SK0608090489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0827 GMT 6 Aug 89 


(“Let Us Open the Door of Reunification Through 
Wide-Range Dialogue and Negotiation”’—KCNA head- 
line} 


[Text] Pyongyang August 6 (KCNA)—Papers here today 
dedicate articles to the 18th anniversary of the publica- 
tion of “The Revolutionary Peoples of Asia Will Win in 
Their Common Struggle Against U.S. Imperialism,” an 
immortal classical work of the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il-song. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


In the work the great leader indicated the strategy of 
anti-imperialist, anti-U.S. struggle and put forward a 
policy of holding a wide-range dialogue with all the 
political parties, public organisations and individual 
figures including South Korean ruling party. 


With the indication of the policy of North-South nego- 
tiation, a crevice was made on the barrier between the 
North and the South which had stood tightly closed for a 
long period, a way was paved for contact and dialogue, 
North-South high-level political talks were arranged and 
the July 4 North-South joint statement was published. 


A signed article of NODONG SINMUN says: 


A grave obstacle has been laid on the road ahead of the 
wide-range North-South negotiation owing to the 
manoeuvres of the U.S. imperialists and the South 
Korean puppets seeking “two Koreas”. 


The South Korean rulers talk loudly that they will solve 
“reunification question” through “dialogue” with the 
North. But, in deed, they use the North-South dialogue 
for their lever to block the road of the reunification and 
freeze and legalize the division of the country. 


The No Tae-u group rejected our proposal for wide- 
range negotiation such as a North-South joint conference 
and a political consultative meeting of leadership-level 
people of North and South and are claiming an anach- 
ronistic “‘unified channel of dialogue.” This is, in fact, 
tantamount to opposing dialogue with us and reunifica- 
tion. 


The No Tae-u group is trying to leave the country 
divided indefinitely and prolong its remaining days as a 
colonial stooge by keeping the U.S. imperialist aggres- 
sion forces in South Korea forever. 


It is also brutally suppressing South Korean students and 
people calling for multi-faceted negotiation between the 
North and the South and national reunification. 


It had said it was willing to hold dialogue between 
authorities sponsored by it, though it opposed civilian- 
level dialogue between the North and the South. But 
recently they blocked all the channels of dialogues once 
opened between the North and the South and cut off the 
North-South relations. 


The reality eloquently proves that as long as the U.S. 
imperialists’ occupation of South Korea continues and 
the fascist, treacherous and separatist No Tae-u group 
remains in power, a successful dialogue and negotiation 
between the North and the South cannot be expected and 
the independent and peaceful reunification of the coun- 
try can never be realized. 
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If the dialogue and negotiation between the North and 
the South is to be held successfully in conformity with 
the national desire for reunification, the U.S. imperial- 
ists’ occupation of South Korea and their policy of 
interference in the internal affairs of Korea must be 
terminated and the splittist No Tae-u “regime” must be 
replaced with a government seeking the reunification, 
stresses the article. 


Kim Il-song Greets Jaruzeiski on National Day 
SK2107115889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1110 GMT 21 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 21 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim Il- 
song, general secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and president of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, today sent a message 
of greetings to Comrade Wojciech Jaruzelski, first secre- 
tary of the Central Committee of the Polish United 
Workers’ Party and president of the Polish People’s 
Republic, on the occasion of the 45th anniversary of the 
resurrection of Poland, the national day of the Polish 
people. 


Noting that the resurrection of Poland was a precious 
gain won by the Polish people through a protracted 
arduous struggle, the message says: 


Over the last 45 years since the proclamation of the 
resurrection of the country the Polish people under the 
leadership of the Polish United Workers’ Party have 
made much progress on the road of building socialism, 
overcoming many difficulties and changed the looks of 
the country. 


They are now striving to carry out the decisions of the 
9th and 10th congresses of the Polish United Workers’ 
Party, reduce weapons, deepen trust and safeguard peace 
in central Europe. 


Expressing the belief that the traditional relations of 
friendship and cooperation forged between the peoples 
of our two countries in the struggle to realize a common 
goal and idea, will further expand and develop, I take 
this opportunity to sincerely wish you and your people 
new success in the work te achieve the stability of the 
country and build prosperous socialist Poland. 


Yon H Greets Polish Counterpart 
SK2607235589 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1300 GMT 21 Jul 89 


[Text] Comrade Yon Hyong-muk, premier of the State 
Administration Council, has sent a congratulatory mes- 
sage to Comrade Mieczyslaw Franciszek Rakowski, the 
premier of the Polish People’s Republic. 


The congratulatory message extends warm congratula- 
tions on the 45th anniversary of Poland’s resurrection, 
the Polish people’s joyous national day. 
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The congratulatory message points out that the Korean 
people rejoice over the fact that the people of his country 
have brought about big achievements in socialist con- 
struction under the leadership of the Polish United 
Workers’ Party for the past 45 years. 


The congratulatory message sincerely wishes him success 
in his work to further develop the relations of friendship 
and cooperation between the people of the two countries 
formed in the joint struggle to oppose imperialism and to 
win victory in the socialist cause; to attain the stability 
and development of the country; and to promote peace 
in Europe. 


Kim Il-song Greets Poland’s Rakowski on Election 
SK3107065 189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
0549 GMT 31 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 30 (KCNA)—Comrade Kim II- 
song, secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, today sent a message of greet- 
ings to Comrade Mieczyslaw Rakowski, first secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers’ 
Party. 


The message says: 


I, in the name of the Central Committee of our party and 
in my Own name, extend warm congratulations to you 
upon your election as first secretary of the Central 
Committee of the Polish United Workers’ Party. 


I wish you new success in your responsible work to 
strengthen the party, achieve the stability of the country 
and build a prosperous socialist Poland. 


I am convinced that the friendly and cooperative rela- 
tions between our two parties and two countnes will 
continue to develop and strengthen in the common 
struggle for the cause of peace and socialism. 


Korea-Poland Complex Holds Amity Meeting 
SK2407112189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 
1043 GMT 24 Jul 89 


[Text] Pyongyang July 24 (KCNA)—A friendship meet- 
ing was held at the Korea-Poland Friendship Kim 
Chong-tae Electric Locomotive Complex on July 24 on 
the occasion of the 45th anniversary of the resurrection 
of Poland. 


Present at the meeting on invitation were Polish Ambas- 
sador to Korea Mieczyslaw Dedo and his embassy offi- 
cials. 


Also present were Sin An-pang, vice-chairman of the 
Pyongyang Municipal Administration and Economic 
Guidance Committee, other officials concerned and 
functionaries of the complex. 


Speeches were made at the meeting. 
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Then, the attendants appreciated a Polish feature film. 


Prior to it, the guests went round the production pro- 
cesses of the complex. 


South Korea 
South ‘Ready’ To Negotiate Troop Withdrawal 


Reaction to U.S. Congress Bill 
SK0508092089 Seoul YONHAP in English 0649 GMT 
5 Aug 89 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (YONHAP)—South Korea is ready 
to respond if the United States calls for negotiations on 
a reduction of U.S. forces in Korea, Foreign Minister 
Choe Ho-chung said Saturday. 


In a regular press meeting, Choe said a U.S. bill calling 
for consultation with Seoul on the stationing of U.S. 
troops in Korea may be approved by the House of 
Representatives. 


The amendment to the defense budget for 1990 is 
cosponsored by Senate Armed Services Committee 
Chairman Sam Nunn and ranking Republican John 
Warner. 


But Choe said “the bill is badly timed in consideration of 
South-North Korean confrontation.” 


The bill, approved by the Senate July 31, would require 
President George Bush to provide Congress with a 
five-year plan for the future of U.S. troops in Korea, 
assessing the possibility and probability of their partial 
withdrawal. 


Some 43,000 U.S. troops are stationed in Korea under 
. the 1954 mutual defense pact. The reduction of the 
American servicemen has become an issue this year for 
the first time since former U.S. President Jimmy Carter. 


Turning to other topics, Choe said his government has 
not officially been informed of Japanese Emperor Aki- 
h.to’s reported desire to visit Seoul. Akihito, in his first 
news conference since ascending to the throne early this 
year, said Friday he is ready to visit South Korea and 
China if invited. Choe said he understood the emperor 
expressed his personal hope. He also said the two coun- 
tries will resume discussion on President No Tae-u’s 
oft-delayed visit after the Japanese political situation is 
stabilized. 


No’s trip to Japan was postponed first because of the 
death of Emperor Hirohito and then the resignation of 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita. 


“The government will not oppose a visit to Seoul by 
Takako Doi, chairwoman of the Japan Socialist Party 
[JSP], should the JSP show a forward-looking attitude 
toward inter-Korean problem,” he said. But Choe said 
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Doi has not informed Seoul of her intention to visit 
Korea. The JSP has maintained a pro-Pyongyang policy 
since the division of the Korean peninsula in 1945. 


Prepared To Take ‘Passive Attitude’ 
SK060808 1089 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Aug 89 p 2 


[Text] The administration, though formally opposing 
drastic changes in the U.S. military presence in Korea, 
will take a passive attitude in talks with Washington on 
reductions in the troops, officials said yesterday. 


They believe that the United States’ proposal of such 
talks is imminent with a bill proposed by Sam Nunn, 
chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee, 


having passed through Congrcss. 


The bill obliges the Bush administration among other 
things to consult with Seoul on the “feasibility and 
desirability of partial, gradual reductions” of the troops 
and to deliver to Congress an initial report on the status 
and results of the consultations no later than April 1, 
next year. 


The talks will focus on the raising of contributions to the 
stationing of American troops for the time being though 
a gradual withdrawal must be unavoidable from the 
long-term perspective the officials said. 


Foreign Minister Choe Ho-chung told reporters yester- 
day that the administration would not become impatient 
if and when the issue is put on the agenda for official 
negotiations. 


“We will cope with the matter in a firm and bold 
manner. There is no need to react to it so sensitively,” he 
said. 


How to deal with the matter was one of reasons the 
inter-ministerial Committee for the Promotion of 
Korean-U.S. Relationship was convened by Choe, panel 
head, Fridav afternoon. During the two-hour closed- 
door session, the minister explained to vice ministers 
from 13 agencies recent developments in Seoul-Wash- 
ington ties and the outcome of his trip to the United 
States late last month. 


In Washington, he stressed that the United States should 
have full consultations with Korea prior to the troop 
reduction, adding that “no one” would expect foreign 
forces to stay in a sovereign nation “forever.” 


He was advised to get more information on Congres- 
sional moves for the reduction in the troops in Korea 
and elsewhere as part of efforts to decrease federal 
budget deficits when he met Bush who, meanwhile, 
reassured Koreans of a commitment to their security. 
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The long-held official position of the Korean govern- 
ment is to object to troop curtailments on the ground 
that even a partial withdrawal may be misunderstood by 
North Koreans as a sign of loosened military ties 
between South Korea and the United States which 
fought to keep the former free during the 1950-53 war 
here. 


Sin Tu-pyong, America bureau director at the Foreign 
Ministry, said, “The forward deployment of U.S. troops 
is best as it is the most economic defense posture for the 
Western superpower.” 


He viewed that a series of Congressmen’s demands for 
troop cuts have been designed to place heavier fiscal 
burden on Koreans’ shoulders, rather than seek any 
change in the military presence itself for now. 


Foreign Ministry officials, and in particular the ) oung 
ones, are critical of the Korean administration's agree- 
ment in this year’s Security Consultative Meeting to 
increase its share of the burden by $30 million for 1990. 


of Nunn Amendment Viewed 
SK0608 103589 Seoul TONG-A ILBO in Korean 
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{Article by Washington correspondent Pyon Sang-kon: 
“The Significance of the Passage of Sam Nunn’s Amend- 
ment in the Senate”’] 


[Text] Sam Nunn’s amendment concerning ROK-U:S. 
security relations was passed at 0250 (U.S. time) on the 
morning of 2 August at the full session of the Senate by 
voice vote, without any objection as expected. 


According to this, the military committees of both the 
Senate and the House of Representatives will soon 
appoint their delegates to the joint meeting between the 
two houses and will have the delegates work out a unified 
bill with both houses. It appears that this work will be 
resumed after 6 September, since the Senate will recess 
sta7iing “ext week and the session will be resumed on 6 


Szptembe:. 


The single bill adopted at the joint committee will be 
forwarded to the President through resolutions of the full 
sessions of the both houses. One may predict that Pres- 
ident Bush, who repeatedly stressed that “he has no plan 
to reduce the U.S. troops in South Korea,” may exercise 
a veto and return it to the houses. However, the predom- 
inant view is that this is practically impossible. The 
reason for this is that almost all Republicans, including 
John Warner, the Republican leader in the Armed Ser- 
vices Committee, participated in moving this bill. This 
amendment is not a single bill but an attachment to the 
defense appropriations bill for the fiscal year 1990, 
which begins on | October 1989. 
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If this amendment is a separate single bill, it is easy for 
President Bush to exercise a veto. However, if he 
strongly wants to veto, he must veto the 1990 defense 
appropriations bill itself. Thus, a situation of “burning 
the barn down just to catch a few mice” will result. 


Next, this amendment is significant in that it serves as an 
obstacle to the bill and bills that more radically 
demand the withdrawal of U.S. forces from South Korea 
that may be put forward one after another in the future. 
This is precisely why the Republicans actively partici- 
pated in the passage of this bill. 


It seems that the Bush administration has no particular 
reason to reject the proposal for discussion with the 
South Korean Government on the issue of possible 
reduction over a period of time, though not on the issue 
of immediate reduction or withdrawal. 


What the United States seeks through discussions 
between the two countries is either gradual reduction or 
making South Korea share more of joint defense expen- 
ditures, including the cost for maintaining the U.S. 
troops in South Korea. In fact, this is not bad at all for 
the Bush administration. Thus, there is an assumption 
that a prior mutual consent might have been made with 
the Bush administration in the course of moving this 
amendment. 


With the passage of this amendment, the Bumpers- 
Johnstone bill, which demanded “reduction of 10,000 
U.S. troops in South Korea in 3 years,” lost its signifi- 
cance. 


In addition, the Nunn-Warner bill has isolated the 
Bumpers amendment and provided a chance to openly 
discuss the issue of the reduction of the U.S. troops in 
South Korea. This situation gives us the impression that 
Korea has no choice but to accept either the reduction of 
U.S. troops or increased defense burdens. 


Chinese Army Defector, Wife To Settle in U.S. 


No Interview With PRC Officials 
SK0508093789 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
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{Text} It has been learned that the Chinese Army Major 
Zuo Xiukai and his wife, who came to our side through 
Panmunjom recently and requested political asylum, 
will go to the United States, in accordance with their 
desires. Today a pertinent government official said that 
the Seoul office of the United Nations Development 
Plans conducted an investigation of the couple on behalf 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
[UNHCR] and confirmed their wishes to settle down in 
the United States, and that discussion is continuing on 
the issue of the couple’s settlement. The official noted 
that they will be allowed to settle in the United States 
according to their will. 


[Text] The Foreign Ministry today announced that Chi- 
ee ee eee oh eee 
to our side through Panmunjom on 29 July and 
requested political asylum, departed Kimpo Airport 
yesterday to go to the United States, the country in which 
they wished to settle down. 


The Foreign Ministry revealed that the UNHCR who is 


Defection Said Because of Tiananmen 
—— Tokyo KYODO in English 0851 GMT 
Aug 


oR es 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 7 KYODO—A Chinese Army officer 
and his wife, who defected to South Korea last month, 
left for the United States for asylum Sunday night, the 
South Korean Foreign Ministry announced Monday. 


A ministry spokesman said the couple left for the United 
States at their own will and their departure was made in 
close cooperation with the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). 


Maj. Zuo Xiukai and his wife walked across the border 
in the truce village of Panmunjom separating North and 
South Korea on July 29 and have since been under 
protective custody of the United Nations command. 


Zuo is believed to have defected to South Korea in 
reaction to the bloody military crackdown on the stu- 
dent-led movement in Beijing’s Tianan- 
men Square in early June. 


Zuo, 40, is a member of the Chinese delegation to the 
Korean Military Armistice Commission. 


The Chinese Government has asked the South Korean 
Government to return the couple via the truce village. 


Presidental Spokesman Denies Report 
SK050801 1789 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 5 Aug 89 p 2 


[Text] Presidential spokesman Yi Su-chong yesterday 
expressed his regret over the local news report that Pak 
Chol-on secretly visited Pyongyang twice in June for 
talks with high-ranking north Korean officials. 


Categorically the MBC news report Thursday 
night, Yi said that it is not conducive to national security 
to report, quoting unconfirmed sources, matters of inter- 
Korean relations. 


Yi then called on the nation’s news media to be careful in 
reporting matters of south-north talks in view of the 
special nature of the inter-Korean relationship. 


Pak Trip’s Political Impact 
SK05080 13889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in Erglish 5 Aug 89 p 2 


{News analysis by staff reporter Kim Hui-won: “No 
Aide’s ‘Secret Contacts’ With North Korea Spark Con- 
troversy”] 


Sg MBC’s Thursday report on former presidential 

Pak Chol-on’s secret contacts with north Korean 
dicdvandoemtanddtedmunaatit 
alleged role as a secret envoy. 


Following the MBC report that Pak visited 

twice in June, local dailies simultaneously reported that 
Pak and north Korea's Vice Foreign Minister Han Si-hae 
have frequently had secret contacts to discuss their 
governments’ inter-Korean policies for over a year. 


Quoting unidentified sources, they said south and north 
Korea have discussed unification matters through hot- 
lines. 


The newspapers reported that Pak and Han met at a 
Singapore hotel in January and discussed the south’s new 
formula for unification. Since then, they have had covert 
meetings in the truce village of Panmunjom and in third 
countries. 


They said Seoul and Pyongyang agreed not to make 
public the secret contacts or what is discussed. 


Leaders of the three opposition parties have knowledge 
of the behind-the-scene contacts because President Nu 
informed them during his meetings with the leaders last 
year, the newspapers claimed. 
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They fur:her said the secret contacts between south and 
north Korean officials began during the Fifth Republic. 
At that time, Chang Se-.ong, then director of the Agency 
for National Security Planning (NSP), led the south’s 
delegation, while Pak Chol-on worked as an aide, the 
papers said. 


The dailies, however, failed to confirm or refute the 
MBC’s report on Pak's Pyongyang visits in June. The 
Munhwa Broadcasting Corr. reported that Pak went to 
Pyongyang via Panmunjom around June 4, accompa- 
nied by ruling party lawmaker Kang Chae-sop and other 
officials. He made a second trip June 26 with Kang and 
others, it said. 


Pak, now first state minister for political affairs, again 
denied the report, claiming that “somebody must have 
intentionally produced and spread rumors about me.” 


“I don’t want to talk about it any more because | have 
already made it clear that the allegation is not true,” Pak 
told reporters at the DJP [Democratic Justice Party] 
headquarters yesterday. 


He demanded those who made the allegation, news 
organizations and individuals, make public the source of 
their information to prove their claims. 


Pak, however, admitted that he has no other way to 
prove his denial than asking Chongwadae officials to 
show his alibi. 


He said it is not as easy to visit north Korea as people 
assume and it is especially true at times when south- 
north relations are aggravated, such as now. 


The minister then reiterated his and the government's 
claim that government officials’ visit to Pyongyang, if 
approved by the President, violates neither the Consti- 
tution nor the law. 


Asked to comment on the alleged agreement between 
Seoul and Pyongyang not to make public their secret 
contacts and negotiations there, Pak said he is not in a 
position to give a responsible answer to the question 
because he does not represent the government. 


“If such an agreement existed, it would also be a contra- 
diction to talk about the existence itself,” he added. 


Minister of National Unification Yi Hong-ku sided with 
Pak by dismissing the MBC report as groundless. 


Yi also denied another allegation that Chong Si-song. 
head of the Secretariat for South-North Dialogues, 
accompanied Pak during his Pyongyang trip last month. 


Stressing that he heads a government ministry in charge 
of south-north exchanges, Minister Yi said if Pak had 
made the trip, he would have been the first person in the 
government to be informed about it. 
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In the meantime, legislator Pak Chang-chong, one of the 
two lawmakers who first sparked the debate on Pak 
Chol-on’s alleged Pyongyang visit, refuted the minister's 
statement by saying “it is a lie.” 


He said he would present evidence to prove his allega- 
tion by Monday at the latest as soon as he receives a 
reply from the prime minister to his inquiry letter. 


Pak and another independent lawmaker Yi Chol submit- 
ted 2 letter to the National Assembly secretariat Monday 
in which he demanded to know if Pak Chol-on visited 
Pyongyang in July to observe the World Youth Festival 
there. 


The lawmaker claimed that the government's secret 
contacts with north Korea have produced nothing and 
that this failure resulted in the current political turmoil. 


“The leakage of the information on Pak’s visit is another 
evidence of the government's failed policy,” he main- 
tained. 


Pak demanded that the government make known the 
truth, claiming that “secret diplomacy is possible only 
when it remains a secret.” 


Inquiry Directed to President Returned 
SK0508020689 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 5 Aug 89 p 2 
and About” “Inquiry 


{From the “Out column: 


Returned} 


[Text] National Assembly Speaker Kim Chae-son 
returned to Reps. Pak Chang-chong and Yi Chol their 
written inquiry addressed to President No Tae-u. 


The questionnaire is about Pak Chol-on’s alleged visit to 
and observance of an international youth 
festival there early last month. 


Rejecting the letter, Kim cited Assembly regulations 
which state that the Assembly can send written inquiries 
to the prime minister and other cabinet members, but 
not to the President. 


Neo Denies Pak Visited North 
SK0508021889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 5 Aug 89 p I 


[Text] President No Tae-u yesterday told his aides and 
ruling party leaders to clarify categorically that wide 
spread rumors about clandestine visits to north Korea by 
his former aide Pak Chol-on is a groundless and rude 
fabrication. 
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Presiding Over a meeting of the senior secretaries and 
key ruling party postholders at Chongwadae, No 
expressed concern over public confusion on unification 
policies resulting from groundless rumors of inter-Korea 
contacts. 


“It is crystal-clear fact that Pak has never been to north 
Korea,” No said instructing them to seek ways of clearn- 
ing growing suspicions about Pak’s alleged visits to north 
Korea. 


Among those who attended the Chongwadae mecting 

were Pak Chun-kyu, chairman of the ruling party, Pak 

Chol-on, first state minister for political affairs and Choe 

me senior presidential secretary for political 
rs. 


It is most likely that Minister of National Unification Yi 
Hong-ku and Pak Chol-on will have a joint press confer- 
ence early next week to clear suspicions about the case. 


“The two ministers will come up with solid circumstan- 
tial evidence to disprove Pak’s secret visit to north Korea 
alleged by independent lawmakers Pak Chan-chong and 
Yi Chol,” a government official said. 


Speculation on Visit North Reviewed 
SK0608080189 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Aug 89 p 2 


[From the “News in Review” column by political editor 
Chong Un-pung: “Controversy Over Pak’s NK (North 
Korea) Visit Drowns Out Issue of Kim Questioning”] 


[Text] The ruling camp and opposition Party for Peace 
and Democracy (PPD) had been poised for a showdown 
whatever the results of the questioning of PPD president 
Kim Tae-chung. 


However, things took a different turn. PPD Kim argued 
that his innocence has been sufficiently proved in the 
grueling 20-hour questioning. 


But, the Agency for National Security Planning said it 
would continue investigation of suspicions piled on him 
in connection with the Rep. So Kyong-won’s North 
Korean visit because the interrogation was not sufficient. 


Such conflicting stands are sufficient cause for fiery 
confrontations between the two sides. But, the boiling 
confrontation appears to have drowned out in a high 
wave of controversy over the alleged North Korean visit 
in June by Pak Chol-on when he was still presidential 
~ Aes matters. He is now minister for political 
affairs. 


The whistleblowers are two independent lawmakers, Pak 
Chan-chong and Yi Chol, both from Seoul. The two 
seemed not to have strong conviction in making their 
allegation. They said lawmakers can ask the administra- 
tion about the authenticity of even street rumors. 
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However, their allegation has snowbalied to the degree of 
overriding all other political issues including the once- 
burning confrontation between the PPD and the intelli- 


Pak, target of the current controversy, repeatedly denied 
the allegation. But he failed to convince the people. He 
only left much room to doubt his argument that he has 
not been to the North. 


People are thinking that it is a forgone conclusion that 
the government has had a special channel of contact to 
say nothing of alleged secret visit by Pak. 


Despite the spate of press reports, it is quite unusual that 
the opposition political parties have remained unprovoc- 
ative. This has led to make the people believe that the 
leaders of the parties have been given some information. 


Kim Chong-pil, president of the New Democratic 
Republican Party, said he would understand Pak’s secret 
visit provided that it had come as a mission entrusted by 
President No Tae-u. 


Rep. Hwang Pyong-tae. chief policymaker of the Reuni- 
fication Democratic Party. said he could not understand 
why the press is making so “uch ado about a thing that 
the government has the rig*:: to do. 


PPD president Kim Tae-chung said now is the time for 
the government to clear up the bubbling controversy. 
However, he did not fail to note that it is reasonable for 
the government to maintain some sort of contacts with 
North Korea. 


The ruling Democratic Justice Party (DJP), to which Pak 
belongs, continues to deny the allegation. But, it seems 
more to stress the need for secret contact than to refute 
the allegation. 


DJP leaders take the case of Kissinger for example. His 
secret shuttle diplomacy brought about an end to the 
Vietnam War and the opening of normal relations 
between the United States and China. 


At no place in the world has enmity and high tension 
been maintained for so long a time as long the line 
dividing South and North Korea. 


Given this fact, it is highly desirable for the South and 
the North to maintain a dialogue channel. whatever form 
it may take so that no “accidental” war can be triggered. 


Public attention is drawn to the identity of the person 
who either leaked the information or started the rumor 
at this time when the nation is being swayed by a series 
of North Korean visits unlawfully. 
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Theories are many. One of them is that Pak himself let 
on about his secret visit. The reason is to have himself 
installed indisputably as the dialogue channel with the 
North, thus building a strong foothold in the ruling 
camp. 


Second is that it is a product of intraparty infighting 
aimed at the post-No era. Pak belongs to the core of the 
so-called TK [Taegu-Kyongbuk] faction of pcliticians 
whose power base is in Taegu. 


In reality, it is no longer a secret that political infighting 
is smouldering in the ruling camp. 


At the present moment, no one can say for sure whether 
the whistleblowers are from the TK fection or outside 
the faction. 


There is another theory suggesting that it is the wo: . of 
the opposition camp to turn around the current political 
situation marked by security consciousness. 


One thing that cannot be denied is that it is right to have 
as much contact with the North as possible within the 
legal framework no matter whether it goes public or not. 


Official Denials of Pak Visits Questioned 


Kim T: ‘Knows’ of Visits 
SK0508064689 Seoul YONHAP in English 0619 GMT 
5 Aug 89 


[By No Pong-mi] 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 5 (YONHAP)—A string of official 
denials have been unable to squelch a growing belief in 
reports that First State Minister for political affairs Pak 
Chol-on had repeated secret contacts with North Korea 
while he was a presidential aide. 


The delicate affair took on a raore serious note Saturday 
as South Korea's largest oppo.ition party demanded that 
the government make public all it knows about the 
contacts. 


The government and its party, using Prime Minister 
Kang Yong-hun’s response to a written inquiry by Reps. 
Pak Chan-chong and Yi Chol, denied Friday that Pak 
visited Pyongyang around the time of the July 1-8 
Pyongyang youth festival. 


The response called for restraint in the debate over Pak’s 
alleged visits to the North, saying controversy about 
secret contacts contributes nothing to national interests 
or inter-Korean dialogue. 


On Saturday, however, opposition leader Kim Tae- 
chung of the Party for Peace and Democracy said he 
knows that Pak visited North Korea last year and called 
for Pak to explain his clandestine trips to remove suspi- 
cions. 


Kim Criticizes Secrecy of Visit 
ye 1889 Tokyo KYODO in English 043? GMT 
5 Aug 


[Text] Seoul, Aug 5 KYODO—Kim Tae-chung, leader 
of the No. | opposition Party for Peace and Democracy, 
criticized President No Tae-u’s foreign diplomacy Satur- 
day, saying a state minister's visit to North Korea should 
have been made known to the people. 


Kim was referring at a press conference to last year’s visit 
by Pak Chol-un, first state minister for political affairs, 
to Pyongyang for secret talks with North Korean leaders. 
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Kim said he has not been informed by the authorities 
about Pak’s visit but he knew that the minister visited 
North Korea in June. 


South Korean mass media reported that No’s govern- 
ment has informed opposition leaders, including Kim, of 
Pak’s visit and sought their understanding. 


South Korea bans unauthorized visits to the North by its 
people. 


Pak, a close presidential aid who is instrumental in 
expanding relations with communist nations, was 
appointed to the post in a cabinet reshuffle on July 19. 


Kim told reporters that Pak’s visit to Pyongyang should 
have been made known to the people if it was not 
Classified as secret. 


He described as irresponsible the government’s secret 
talks with North Korea while it has suspended inter- 
Korean talks, and called for early resumption of dialogue 
with the North. 


Editorial Asks for Public Dialogue 
SK0708 112289 Seoul HANGUK ILBO in Korean 
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{Editorial: ““Making North-South Contacts Public Is a 
Principle”’] 


[Text] An undescribably shocking episode with regard to 
North-South relations has been reported. 


It has been reported that a secret channel of contacts has 
for a long time existed between the North and South 
Korean authorities. It has also been reported that Mr Pak 
Chol-on, who is now the minister of state, on the South 
Korean side, and Ho Tam or Han Si-hae on the North 
Korean side, have made secret contacts. A “‘rumor’’ that 
has been spread seems to have been proven true. 


Regardless of whether their contacts were secret or 
unannounced, their contacts were reported at a time 
when discussions on reunification have been thrown into 
utter confusion and when no follow-up measures have 
been formulated since the 7 July Declaration was 
released a year ago. Their contacts were reported also at 
a time when the political situation dominated by 
national security matters has become very tense because 
of the so-called secret entry into the North. It is unbe- 
lievable that secret North-South contacts have taken 
place even under these circumstances. We are helpless 
when we think how enormous the repercussions from 
this episode may be. 


We think that we can support the notion that closed-door 
negotiations or secret contacts are inevitable in sensitive 
North-South relations. We find no reason to deny the 
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possibility that secret dialogue between the authorities 
can contribute to alleviating tension and making an 
improvement in the status of division. 


However, the reported contacts took place at the wrong 
time. It was stern reality that despite secret contacts, 
North Korea did not show any sign or hint that it might 
change its attitude of carrying out operations against the 
South or improve its relations with us. At such a time, 
some people recklessly entered into the North; we, as 
well as the government, denounced their entry into the 
North; and the political situation, of course, became 
tense. 


The rumor on visits to the North was spread at such a 
time, and it seems to have been confirmed that the 
rumor was true. If we draw a conclusion first, it is the 
government that must properly explain to the public the 
rumor for visits to the North. The government has so far 
denounced the secret entry into the North, and it must 
pacify the people, who are at a loss to understand. It is 
also the government that must eliminate confusion in the 
issue with regard to the North that may be caused by this 
rumor. 


Before they began their contacts, East and West Ger- 
many had notified their people of the start of their 
contacts, which resulted in today’s reconciliation. Their 
first contacts were the 1970 prime ministerial talks. We 
would like to point out that even though secret contacts 
were inevitable in order to prevent accidental hostile 
acts, the government should have avoided such secret 
contacts since it released the 7 July declaration. It should 
have done so in order to implement, in a balanced 
manner, the meaning of the 7 July Declaration—expand- 
ing human exchange and opening the doors of trade. If it 
had been a top priority to remove the secretiveness of 
North Korea in order to lead it to change, we should 
have sought open dialogue, negotiations, and contacts. 


What we always boast about is the strength of an open 
system and an open society. The people’s wisdom can be 
developed and consensus can be reached only when what 
was discussed in dialogue is thoroughly made public, 
even though such dialogue may take place in secret. 


The spirit of openness must be adhered to now. It is a 
matter of course that how secret contacts have taken 
place so far and what has been discussed in such contacts 
will be thoroughly made public. The government has no 
reason not to disclose them, and it cannot refrain from 
doing so. The government must take initiatives in con- 
tacts and dialogue. However, only when such contacts 
and dialogue are backed by the people’s consensus can 
they bring about substantive results. The government 
must immediately realize that if, even while monopoliz- 
ing the channel of dialogue, the government refuses to 
make public what was discussed in such dialogue, North- 
South dialogue will face a serious trial. 
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If the government tries to conceal such dialogue any 
longer, it will be denounced for using excessive means to 
bring about political achievements, and its reputation 
will be tarnished. 


The reunification issue may be thrown into more serious 
confusion in the future. It is difficult for us to find 
solutions to these controversies if we try to without any 
principle. We strongly urge the government to give up 
the principle of holding secret and closed-door contacts 
or dialogue and to present firm practical measures. We 
worry that if the government stubbornly and coercively 
deals with this issue, this may adversely affect the very 
foundation of the state. Surely and honestly making such 
dialogue public is the only solution. 


Government ‘Tacitly’ Admits Contacts 
SK0708085389 Seoul YONHAP in English 0724 GMT 
7 Aug 89 


[Text] Seoul, Aug. 7 (YONHAP)—The South Korean 
Government has tacitly admitted to secret contacts with 
its bitter enemy in North Korea but refuses to disclose 
the contents of the talks despite strong calls by the 
Opposition parties. 


“We cannot disclose the contents of behind-the-scenes 
contacts between South and North Korea because dis- 
closure would disrupt inter-Korean confidence build- 
ing,” a highly placed ruling party source said Monday. 


Refusing to confirm or deny that First State Minister 
Pzk Chol-on made secret visits to North Korea, he said 
the government will not change its secret channel for 
dialogue with the North. 


Pak, a senior presidential aide for policy before he was 
shifted to the cabinet post July 19, is widely regarded as 
the primary channel for South-North Korean dialogue. 


The government has denied news reports that Pak has 
been in covert contact with Pyongyang but cannot erase 
widespread doubts. 


In a bid to accommodate opposition demands that it 
share its secrets with the National Assembly, the govern- 
ment is considering establishing an information commit- 
tee to handle inter-Korean affairs involving the Agency 
for National Security Planning, he said. 


Rumors of contacts between the North and Pak, one of 
the most trusted aides to President No Tae-u, has been 
hotly debated in South Korea since two independent 
lawmakers raised the issue in an open letter to No on 
June 31. 


Independents Pak Chan-chong and Yi Chol, in a news 
conference Monday, called for a parliamentary investi- 
gation of the issue but refused to disclose how they 
learned of the covert contacts. 
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Pak and Yi say they will produce solid evidence of Pak 
Chol-on’s North Korean visits if the government fails to 
admit to them. 


Secret Contact Maintained Since 1985 
SK0708111189 Seoul SEOUL SINMUN in Korean 
6 Aug 89 p I 


[Text] It has been learned that the government main- 
tained secret behind-the-scenes contact with the North 
Korean side spanning several occasions by operating a 
hotline since 1985, the era of the Fifth Republic, by 
meeting each other in a third country and ai Panmun- 
jom, and by mutually visiting Seoul and Pyongyang. 


Our side’s original channel for the behind-the-scenes 
contact was the line of Chang Se-tong, then director 
general of the Agency for National Security Planning 
{NSP], and Pak Chol-on, then special assistant to the 
director general of the NSP. However, with the inaugu- 
ration of the Sixth Republic, the line was assigned to Pak 
Chol-on, then special presidential assistant at Chong- 
wadae, and Kang Chae-sop, lawmaker of the Democratic 
Justice Party. It was learned that Ho Tam, chairman of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Fatherland of the North, and Han Si-hae, vice foreign 
minister, have been in charge of the channel in the 
North. 


It has also been learned that Chang Se-tong, then director 
general of the NSP, and Pak Chol-on, then special 
presidential assistant, visited Pyongyang during the sec- 
ond half of 1985 and contacted Ho Tam and Han Si-hae, 
and that Ho Tam visited Seoul in September of the same 
year and personally met with President Chon Tu-hwan. 


It has been learned that Pak Chol-on, who became 
special presidential assistant for political affairs when 
the Sixth Republic came to power, mainly contacted Han 
Si-hae but he occasionally talked with Ho Tam on the 
hotline. 


Pak Chol-on, now minister of political affairs, met with 
Han Si-hae in Singapore on 24 January this year and 
stressed to him the need for holding the North-South 
summit talks by putting forward our side’s plan for 
reunification through alliance of the systems. In late 
February, he again contacted Han Si-hae at Panmunjom. 
When Rev Mun Ik-hwan visited the North in late March, 
he notified the North of the protest of the South and its 
policy not to permit Rev Mun’s passage through Panmu- 
njom. 


However, it was learned that the rumors about Minister 
Pak’s visit to the North in June and July are not true. 
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RDP ‘Power Struggles’ in Ruling Camp 
SK060805 1789 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 6 Aug 89 p 2 


[From the “Out and About” column: “Internal Power 
Game”) 


[Text] Behind the recent allegation of Pak Chol-on’s 
Pyongyang visits may be “dirty power struggles” within 
the ruling camp, an opposition lawmaker said. 


“Seeing the disclosure of the existence of a South-North 
hot line and Pak’s secret Pyongyang visits, I cannot but 
suspect that a power struggle is going on in the ruling 
camp,”’ RDP [Reunification Democratic Party] spokes- 
man Yi In-che said. 


He also said he came to harbor suspicion about President 
No Tae-u’s capability to effectively rule the nation. 


“Our party recognizes the need to maintain a hot line 
between South and North Korea, but we warn agaiiist 
using it for partisan interests,” he added. 


Youth Arrested for Attempting To Defect to North 
SK0608052189 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 6 Aug 89 p 3 


[Text] A 23-year-old man residing in Talsong, Kyong- 
sangbuk-to, has been placed under arrest by police on 
charges of attempting to defect to Communist North 
Korea via East Germany, said a Seoul police spokesman 
yesterday. 


Han Chang-song, according to police, went to West 
Germany last March 13 to get a job. As he failed to do so, 
he allegedly sneaked into Hungary last July 20. 


In Budapest, he was approached by a North Korean 
embassy official who acted as his translator for Hungar- 
ian police, Han reportedly informed police of the loss of 


what he had possessed. 


Han received Hungary currency equivalent to 20,000 
won from the North Korean official in the form of meal 
costs, investigators said. 


As it was difficult for him to flee to Pyongyang from 
Hungary, he traveled to Austria last July 24 and dialed 
the north Korean embassy there to express his intention, 
police said. 


He was detected by South Korean officials in Vienna 
while trying to go to East Germany to defect to Pyongy- 
ang, investigators alleged. He is charged with violations 
of the National Security Law. 
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Possible Solution to Problem of Sakhalin Koreans 
SK0508010889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 5 Aug 89 p 8 


(Editorial: “Sakhalin-Korean Breakthrough”) 


[Text] Encouraging signs have emerged from the Soviet 
Union on the fate of Koreans stranded on the island of 
Sakhalin for the past four decades or more. The Soviet 
Red Cross has recently proposed to its South Korean 
counterpart to have direct talks for discussing the long 
overdue repatriation of ethnic Koreans living on the 
remote Soviet territory. 


The Korean Red Cross has expressed its wholehearted 
welcome and support of the Soviet proposal which could 
mark a breakthrough in our long-winding and often 
frustrating efforts to bring our compatriots home from 
the forlorn Soviet island. The Seoul Red Cross has 
reportedly even decided to set up a liaison office in 
Sakhalin to expedite the negotiations with the Soviet 
authorities on the repatriation issue. 


The Soviet proposal marks the first time for Moscow to 
define its official position on repatriation of Sakhalin- 
Koreans. The telegrams of the Soviet Red Cross pro- 
posed to allow south Koreans to send invitations to their 
relatives or acquaintances living in Sakhalin for home 
visit or permanent settlement in south Korea. They also 
suggested to open a telex line between the two nations for 
a permanent dialogue channel. Sakhalin-Koreans have 
so far visited and sent letters home only via Japan with 
the help of civic organizations. 


Approximately 35,000 ethnic Koreans are known to be 
living on the isolated island in the northwestern Pacific. 
Most of them were taken there as members of 2 work 
gang recruited or forcibly mobilized by Japanese colonial 
authorities during World War II. Since the war's end, 
they have been denied the rights to visit, or return to, 
Korea, an inhumane treatment of civilians displaced 
against their will. 


We vividly recall how the pathetic case of Koreans on 
Sakhalin was dramatized earlier this year when a 79- 
year-old Korean came home to South Korea and was 
reunited with his family after an absence of 46 years. He 
was one of the few Koreans who had the good fortune to 
be allowed an exit permit to return home. The languor- 
ous times they went through might have been more 
tolerable had they been afforded the hope of returning to 
their native land and reuniting with their families, from 
whom they had been forcibly separated. 


The restructuring and openness of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s policy will hopefully lead, as has been 
indicated, to providing better chances for Korean expa- 
triates to visit Korea or return for good. Now that an 
official channel of negotiations has been established with 
Moscow, the government is called upon to do more in 
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persuading Moscow to restore their freedom of move- 
ment and domicile. The Soviets, on their part, are looked 
upon to settle soon, for the sake of humanitarianism, the 
tragic legacy of World War II suffered by those Koreans 
by no fault of their own. 


Monthly Views Farmers Movement, ‘Red Pepper War’ 
SK0208083189 Seoul SINDONG-A in Korean 
Apr 89 pp 416-433 


[Article by Hwang Ui-pong: “The Exploding Farmers 
Movement and Creation of Chonnongnyon”’] 


[Text] The Surging Farmers Movement 


On the morning of 6 January 1989, 2,000 farmers 
gathered in pouring rain at the Tongjung School in North 
Cholla Province’s Imsil-up to attend the “Imsil County 
Citizens Rally To Demand that the Government Pur- 
chase the Entire Pepper Crop.” The farmers had brought 
with them 450 tae of peppers loaded onto 600 power 
cultivators. The group chanted slogans like ‘Struggle to 
sell the peppers, struggle to survive.” After the rally, the 
farmers demanded that the county governor and head of 
the district farmers coop appear and clarify the situation. 


At about 1400, the Imsil County Governor appeared and 
spoke to the assembled farmers. “I can’t address you 
under these conditions,” he said. “Pepper procurement 
will be handled via the usual administrative process, so 
why don’t you break up this rally and all go home.” The 
governor withdrew hastily, but his remarks had excited 
the group, and they swarmed to the county hall. There, 
the 2,000 farmers formed into a column four ranks wide, 
separating themselves by township (myon), and con- 
fronting combat police who had been sent to block their 
way. The two groups came together and the county hall 
plaza turned into a scene of wild frenzy, punctuated by 
tear gas and hand-to-hand fighting. 


After this clash with the combat police, the farmers 
withdrew. More than 200 of them began a sit-in in front 
of the Imsil Station, some two kilometers from the 
County Hall on the railroad tracks leading from Chonju 
to Namwon. Two-and-a-half hours later this group was 
forcibly dispersed by combat police. As a result of the 
demonstrations during the day, many farmers suffered 
wounds and 38 persons were led away by police, of 
whom 33 were dismissed with warning citations, 2 were 
indicted without incarceration and 3 were officially 
arrested. 


The “6 January Incident” was the largest demonstration 
in the history of the Imsil region. Starting the next day, 
Imsil farmers undertook a “pepper war” that persisted 
for nearly a month. Even farmers who did not join the 
initial demonstration were enraged to hear later about 
the uncompromising remarks made by the county gov- 
ernor and the brutal tactics employed by the police. 
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Imsil area farmers movement elements had earlier cre- 
ated the Imsil Committee to Oppose the Water Tax, but 
now they renamed it the Imsil Committee for Pepper 
Purchase and began a daily struggle that lasted a month. 
They maintained an unprecedented work-day-like sched- 
ule—“‘Out at 10, home at 5.” The farmers met each 
morning at 1000 hours at the Imsil Catholic Church, 
headquarters of the local chapter of the Catholic Farmers 
Association, where they enjoyed a program composed of 
discussions, videotape viewings, and yard dramas before 
peacefully marching to the County Hall and parading 
around the county seat. Most days, the number of 
demonstrators reached 700 or 800, peaking at 1000 on 
the biggest days. The farmers also conducted sit-ins at 
the district Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] office 
throughout the month. 


The bitterness generated in Imsil during the red pepper 
war spilled over to the North Cholla Red Pepper Pur- 
chase Rally held in Chonju on 31 January. At the event, 
farmers discussed hosting a massive rally at Seoul’s 
Yoido Plaza, and sources say their final decision was to 
hold the Yoido Farmers Rally on 13 February 1988, 
under the auspices of all the Red Pepper Countermea- 
sure Committees existing around the nation. 


This, then, was the genesis of the 13 February 1989 
Yoido Farmers Rally, when Imsil alone sent 1100 farm- 
ers to Seoul aboard 24 tourist coaches. Imsil sent more 
farmers than any other area its size in the country. Not 
only was the month-long Imsil pepper war a unique, 
epochal event in the history of the farmers movement in 
that region, but analysts believe that it played the role of 
midwife to the 13 February Yoido farmers rally, an event 
which jolted the entire nation. 


Background to the Creation of Chonnongnyon 


On 24 February 1989, as the shock of the Yoido farmers 
rally was subsiding, a group of a 100 farmers occupied 
the room next to the office of the president of the New 
Democratic Republican Party [NDRP] in Seoul’s Mapo 
Ward, conducting a sit-in to demand that the national 
health-insurance system be revised to apply to everyone 
in the nation. The farmers had come to Seoul with the 
assistance of groups like the National Medical Insurance 
Countermeasures Committee and adamantly opposed 
the NDRP’s proposal that rural and urban areas be 
treated alike in a unified national medical insurance 
system. Thus, they chose to conduct the sit-in at the 
NDRP, although in fact they were reacting partly to the 
fact that all three opposition parties had been unable to 
generate a unified national health insurance proposal. 


Ultimately, the NDRP decided to surrender to the 
farmers’ demands, and once the NDRP abandoned its 
long-time, obdurate position in favor of uniform treat- 
ment for urban and rural areas alike, the national health 
insurance bill passed the Assembly on 9 March, sup- 
ported by all three opposition parties. Once the NDRP 
had decided to accept the farmers’ demands, the farmers 
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shared bowls of makolli during the night of 8 March to 
celebrate their victory and peacefully left the building 
the next morning. They obtained admission tickets to 
attend the day’s National Assembly plenary session and 
returned to their farms after personally verifying the 
passage of the revised national medical insurance bill. 


The Imsil red pepper war and the NDRP sit-in clearly 
reveal the frame of mind prevailing in the farmers’ 
movement today and serve to underscore the very real 
influence devolving to farmers when they act in concert. 
As these events emphasized the growing power of the 
farmers’ movement, the creation on | March 1989 of the 
National Alliance of Farmers Movements (Chonnong- 
nyon) was an act that did not go unnoticed by any adult 
in the nation. People’s heads snapped up because, 
although farmers had been active for months in every 
region of the country, now for the first time the farmers’ 
movement had organized itself at the national level into 
a unified body, which almost certainly would undertake 
even stronger struggles on behalf of farmers’ interests. 


The Chonnongnyon is composed of 120 farmers’ groups, 
and functions in 98 of Korea’s 139 counties. The groups 
that have joined Chonnongnyon break down into about 
80 former district chapters of the Catholic Farmers 
Association, about 15 groups formerly affiliated with the 
Protestant Farmers’ Association, and about 30 indepen- 
dent, unaffiliated farmers’ organizations. According to 
some sources, some 25 affiliates of the Protestant Farm- 
ers’ Association have joined Chonnongnyon but are 
erroneously carried as independent groups. 


The history of the genesis of Chonnongnyon began with 
discussions about the idea of forming a National Council 
of Farmers Movements (Chonguk Nongmin Undong 
Hyobuihoe] which followed a 1 November 1988 meeting 
convened to formulate countermeasures against the 
water tax. The farmers’ movement was enjoying unprec- 
edented support from the bulk of all farmers, and the 
idea for a national organization became practical when 
discussants agreed that it was wasted effort for the 
Catholic Farmers Association to struggle alone while the 
Protestant Farmer’s Association also operated indepen- 
dently. The November council was followed by a series 
of meetings designed to pursue the process of creating a 
national farmers’ organization. A Preparatory Subcom- 
mittee for a Representative Council met several times, 
attended by representatives from farmers’ movements 
from the national, provincial, and county levels. Repre- 
sentatives attending these meetings decided to abandon 
the idea of a loose confederation, or council, in favor of 
the closer ties of an alliance. 


A Unified Alliance or a Single Organization? 


One of the three largest farmers groups did not partici- 
pate, however, in the process of creating Chonnongnyon, 
crippling the effort. The abstaining group was the 
National Farmers Council [Chonnong], while both the 
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Catholic Farmers Association and the Protestant Farm- 
ers Association did participate. The Chonnong is com- 
posed of over 20 independent farmers groups, which 
have ties neither to organized religion nor links to either 
the Catholic Farmers Association or the Protestant 
Farmers Association. The Chonnong boycotted the pro- 
cess of creating the Chonnongnyon because the Chon- 
nong believed that the time was ripe for a single, national 
farmers organization, not merely for an “alliance.” The 
Chonnong argued that it was improper for existing 
groups to maintain their identities as part of an alliance, 
demanding instead a single organization in which all 
farmers could unite. 


The Catholic Farmers Association and the Protestant 
Farmers Association, for their part, had problems with a 
unification scheme that required ‘“‘disbandment before 
unification.”’ These two groups adopted the philosophy 
of a gradual unification of the farmers movement, advo- 
cating as a first step the creation of an alliance to reflect 
current needs and realities. 


These competing philosophies illustrate clearly to the 
analyst the two distinct traditions underlying the farmers 
movement and also reveal the ulterior motives of the 
Catholic Farmers Association and the Protestant Farm- 
ers Association, whose roots in the farmers movement go 
back decades. 


In spite of the boycott by the Chonnong, the birth of a 
national alliance of farmers movements, the Chonnong- 
nyon, simply could not be delayed because of the tran- 
scendent fact of the explosive growth of the farmers 
movement. 


That growth began in 1987 and 1988 and quickly 
involved the vast bulk of Korean farmers in issues linked 
to the survival of the farm family: The struggle to abolish 
the water tax, revise the national health insurance sys- 
tem, prevent unreimbursed appropriation of land, block 
imports of foreign beef, and secure fair prices for farm 
products. Prior to 1987, the farmers movement had 
mounted only small-scale struggles led by the Catholic 
Farmers Association and attended by relatively few 
farmers. Recently, however, large numbers of farmers 
have surged spontaneously into the front lines of strug- 
gle, causing the “universalization of the farmers 
movement.” This universalization of involvement in 
turn created the need for a national, unified organization 
to replace the traditional farmers groups. 


The universalization of involvement in the farmers 
movement can be quantified easily with the information 
that until recently, membership in all types of farmers 
groups numbered in the hundreds at the county level, 
while membership today has swollen to 1,000 to 10,000 
in each county. Again, the Imsil situation is instructive. 
To meet their goals of getting 250 power cultivators and 
700 to 800 participants to attend their 6 January dem- 
onstration, Imsil organizers first worked the streets 
intensively with hand microphones and leaflets. The 
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response was so overwhelming, however, that they were 
obliged to end all such activity the afternoon before the 
rally. At that early moment, so many farmers had 
responded that the organizers faced the real possibility 
that the rally site could not hold the crowd. They were in 
danger of losing control. 


Analysts say that not even 10 percent of the 12,000 
people who attended the 13 February Yoido farmers 
rally were members of farmers organizations. The over- 
whelming majority were “common farmers” who 
belonged to no group. In Imsil’s case, for example, only 
60 or 70 of the 1100 Yoido rally participants were 
members of Catholic Farmers Association. 


Some of the impetus for the creation of the Chonnong- 
nyon originated from the formation of single-issue strug- 
gle groups founded on an ad hoc, case-by-case basis to 
address the major issues bedeviling the farmers, the 
water tax, for example, red pepper prices, and health 
insurance. As the single-issue groups pursued their strug- 
gles, often generating broad, national support, impetus 
for a national farmers organization evolved spontane- 
ously in their wake. Chief among these groups were the 
National Medical Insurance Countermeasures Commit- 
tee, established to struggle to reform the health insurance 
system and numbering major medical groups in its 
membership; the National Unreimbursed Appropriated 
Land Countermeasures Committee, centered on 13 land 
disputes, chiefly in Pyongtaek in Kyonggi Province; and 
the National Water Tax Abolition Countermeasures 
Committee, which numbered more than 60 county-level 
farmers groups among its members. 


Emergence of Independent Farmers Societies 


Another factor contributing to the establishment of the 
Chonnongnyon was the formation of so-called free farm- 
ers societies throughout the country. Late in 1986 and in 
early 1987, these groups began to appear all over Korea. 
They were spontaneously organized by independent 
farmers, and all adopted identical nomenclature. Each 
group’s title began with the name of the local area and 
ended with the words Farmers Society. Today about 50 
of these exist, of which more than 20 joined the Chon- 
nongnyon. About 30 continue independent activity. 
Taken together, their practical clout rivals that of the 
much older, traditional farmers movement groups. Ana- 
lysts believe that the rapid spread of farmers societies 
owes its impetus to reaction against the religious nature 
of the traditional farmers organizations. 


Critics of the Catholic and Protestant farmers move- 
ments object to prayers, church announcements and 
pronouncements by priests and pastors opposing vio- 
lence. In a 1985 case, cattlemen were prevented by 
priests from taking their struggle into the streets. Critics 
point to such actions by clerics to claim that, “Affiliation 
with religion amounts to a de facto stumbling block to 
the self-reliant development of the farmers movement.” 
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Even these critics, however, recognize the decisive con- 
tributions made over the decades by the Catholic Farm- 
ers Association and the Protestant Farmers Association. 
Nevertheless, they conclude that the movement must 
boldly throw aside the protective curtain of religion and 
emerge in the form of independent, autonomous farmers 
Organizations. 


Observers believe that a final element in the impetus 
behind the formation of the Chonnongnyon was a grow- 
ing trend toward the creation of alliances like the Chon- 
minnyon, all of which claim to be alliances of people’s 
democratic groups. According to this analysis, the three 
basic lines adopted by the Chonnongnyon—self-reliance, 
democracy and unification—led directly to the basic 
tasks selected by the organization: preserve farmers’ 
rights, propose agricultural policy alternatives to guaran- 
tee the farmer’s right to earn a living, and participate 
actively in the national movements for democratization 
and unification. 


The Transformation of the Catholic Farmers 
Association and the Protestant Farmers Association 


The Chonnongnyon is composed of a decision-making 
body, the General Representatives Council, a chairman 
and vice chairmen, an executive standing committee, a 
general affairs division with four distinct sections, and 
an office of plans and policy. Most of these top leader- 
ship positions are staffed by former members of the 
Catholic Farmers Association and the Protestant Farm- 
ers Association. The Chairman, Yun Chong-sok, and 
four vice chairmen are former members of the Catholic 
Farmers Association, while key executives like General 
Affairs Division Director Na Sang-ki and Plans and 
Policies Office Director Chong Chae-ton are formers 
members, respectively, of the Protestant Farmers Asso- 
ciation and the Catholic Farmers Association. 


The Chonnongnyon’s provincial-level organizations are 
called Farmers Movement Alliances (Nongunnyon), 
while those organized at county level are called County 
Farmers Societies [Kunnongminhoe]. The Kangwon 
Province Nongunnyon was formed on 3 March 1989, 
followed on 6 March by the North Cholla Province 
Nongunnyon, while the remaining provincial-level orga- 
nizations will soon be completed. 


The Chonnongnyon’s county organizations, Farmers 
Societies, are organized “one per county.” This approach 
has resulted in the mass restructuring of existing county- 
level chapters of the Catholic Farmers Association and 
the Protestant Farmers Association into Farmers Societ- 
ies of the Chonnongnyon. Even the Chonnong, which 
refused to participate in the creation of the Chonnong- 
nyon and boycotts the national association, has agreed to 
participate in the Chonnongnyon at the county level, 
resulting in massive consolidation and extremely active 
county-level Farmers Societies. 
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The progressive organizing of the Chonnongnyon in this 
way at the national, provincial and county levels is 
Causing a transformation of the Catholic Farmers Asso- 
ciation and the Protestant Farmers Association. The 
Protestant Farmers Association, for example, met in its 
1989 plenary session on 27 and 28 February and for 
practical purposes dissolved itself, issuing a statement 
saying, “Within 2 months, the county-level branches of 
this organization, but not our provincial-level Farmers 
Societies, shall all secede from our association and 
Operate as independent, farmers’ organizations. Each of 
our county-level organizations shall undertake indepen- 
dent, self-reliant actions to advance the process of uni- 
fying the national farmers’ movement.” 


The Catholic Farmers Association is much larger than 
the Protestant Farmers Association, its roots much 
deeper, and it has operated independent chapters for 
many years. The outlook is, then, that the Catholic 
Farmers Association will maintain its own integrity 
while promoting consolidation of the farmers’ move- 
ment. Nevertheless, the organization has decided not to 
use the term Catholic Farmers Association on official, 
external correspondence after | March 1989. 


Sources in both the Catholic Farmers Association and 
the Protestant Farmers Association say that after the 
Chonnongnyon completes a certain trial period, the 
Catholic Farmers Association and the Protestant Farm- 
ers Association will naturally dissolve, and a single, 
dominant farmers’ organization will emerge. In this 
event, the two will drop farmers movement activities but 
may continue to exist in the form of missionary organi- 
zations. 


Catholic Farmers Association General Affairs Director 
Chong Song-hon says of future prospects that, “If Chon- 
nongnyon solidifies as a complete, unified organization 
over the next year, then we may go so far as to drop even 
the name Catholic Farmers Association. If that occurs, 
the Catholic Farmers Association will contribute toward 
reforming the church into one that serves in a people’s 
democratic front.” Protestant Farmers’ Association 
General Affairs Director Choe Pyong-sang says, ‘““We 
will have to take up the task of inculcating in the 
conservative Protestant masses residing in farming areas 
a_ self-reliant faith in the people’s democratic 
movement.” 


Chonnongnyon’s General Affairs Director Na Sang-ki 
holds out the example of what is happening in South 
oe Province’s Muan County as the paradigm for the 
uture. 


Each township in Muan County has organized its own 
Farmers Society subordinate to the Muan County Farm- 
ers Society. A Catholic committee and a Protestant 
committee have been formed within each township 
chapter. The two committees have responsibility for 
raising the consciousness of those among their own 
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believers who do not participate in the farmers move- 
ment, while the mainstream farmers’ movement activi- 
ties are controlled by the county and district Farmers 
Societies. 


The Muan County model may prove applicable or inap- 
plicable to other areas, where prevailing situations may 
differ. The Catholic Farmers Association and the Prot- 
estant Farmers Association in Muan delegated all their 
authority to the Muan County Farmers Society Prepara- 
tion Committee, but reports indicate that in South 
Cholla Province’s Hampyong that although the Chon- 
nong participated in the Hampyong County Farmers 
Committee, the Catholic Farmers Association did not. 
In North Cholla Province’s Kimje, meanwhile, sparks of 
disagreement are flying among the Catholic Farmers 
Association, the Protestant Farmers Association and the 
Chonnong over creation of a unified Kimje County 
Farmers Society. 


What does appear certain is that the farmers’ movement 
will undergo no small series of trials during the process of 
amalgamation among the Catholic Farmers’ Associa- 
tion, the Protestant Farmers Association, the Chonnong, 
and the independent Farmers Societies in each locale. 
Chonnongnyon as a national organization appears to be 
safely launched, but time will be required before the 
cohesive philosophy undergirding the Chonnongnyon 
prevails at all its local chapters. 


Farmers’ Demonstrations Explode One After Another 


The farmers’ movement is in a state of constant flux 
today. Even a few years ago, it would have been difficult 
to imagine the kinds of sweeping qualitative and quan- 
titative changes that occur in rapid succession in the 
movement today. We will turn now to an examination of 
the detailed scenario that led the farmers’ movement to 
create the Chonnongnyon. 


The most glaring characteristic of the farmers movement 
in recent months has been its willingness to engage in 
explosive struggle events. Once a significant issue sur- 
faces, it spreads across the nation like wildfire, with each 
locality forming countermeasure groups which then 
combine with similar adjacent bodies to turn up the heat 
even higher. The quintessential example was the “pepper 
war” of late 1988, which triggered heated demonstra- 
tions in all agricultural areas. 


The red pepper issue first surfaced on 18 August 1988 in 
North Kyongsang Province’s Yongyang. The fire was 
kindled when the Catholic Fariners’ Association’s 
Yongyang County Council, whose chairman Mr O Won- 
chun is renowned for the “O Won-chun Incident,” took 
the lead in forming the Yongyang District Countermea- 
sures Committee Opposing Lack of Guarantees for Pep- 
per Prices. Under the sponsorship of this committee, 
some 500 farmers attended the “First Yongyang Farm- 
ers’ Rally Opposing Lack of Guarantees for Pepper 
Prices” on 18 August. 
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Then, on 4 September 1988, the second rally was held; 
and a third rally followed on 9 September. The rallies 
inspired a struggle against governmental failure to guar- 
antee pepper prices in the nearby districts of Ponghwa, 
Chongsong, and Andong. On 4 October, the North 
Kyongsang Province Countermeasures Committee for 
Satisfactory Prices for Agricultural Products was 
formed, and under its sponsorship a North Kyongsang 
farmers rally was successfully held in Andong on 12 
October, with more than 5000 farmers attending. 


As October got under way, the struggle against no 
guarantee for pepper prices, which had begun in north- 
ern North Kyongsang Province, began to spread to 
North and South Chungchong Provinces and to North 
and South Cholla Provinces, and had soon become a 
major issue throughout the entire nation. The National 
Pepper Production Countermeasures Committee was 
Organized on 21 January 1989, and the pepper war 
reached a climax on 13 February 1989 at the Yoido 
Farmers’ Rally. 


The “irrigation water tax abolishment struggle” origi- 
nated on 26 November 1987 in South Cholla Province’s 
Haenam, when a Rally to Abolish the Water Tax was 
held. The movement then spread explosively across the 
country, like the flames of a prairie fire. The fight over 
the water tax spread to Kangjin, Naju, Sunchang, and 
Koksong between late 1987 and early 1988, gaining a 
quick boost in momentum when more than 10,000 
farmers attended the 29 December 1987 “‘Naju Farmers’ 
Rally to Reject the Unjust Water Tax.” 


A crisis was reached on 14 April 1988, when the “North 
and South Cholla Province Farmers’ Rally to Reject the 
Unjust Water Tax” served to spread the struggle from 
the Cholla provinces to the whole country. The creation 
of the Preparatory Committee for the National Water 
Tax Abolishment Committee on 14 September was fol- 
lowed on | November by the creation of the National 
Water Tax Abolishment Committee, introducing a new 
era of systematic struggle. 


During the year after the water tax struggle assumed 
national proportions, the government retreated repeat- 
edly, progressively reducing water tax applicability, first 
to 23 kg of rice per tanbo, then to 10 kg, and finally to 
five, but the farmers’ adamantly vowed to continue the 
struggle until the tax was abolished completely. As this is 
written, struggles to abolish the water tax are underway 
in 62 counties. If you subtract from the total number of 
counties in the nation those counties in which the water 
tax 1s not germane, then struggles to abolish the water tax 
are underway in virtually every region where the tax is 
levied. So explosive has been the water tax issue, and 
such a body blow to the nation, that sources describe it in 
sobering terms like, “No farmers’ struggle over a single 
issue has been pursued with such zeal in so many regions 
of the country since liberation in 1945.” 
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The Struggles Reach New Heights of Violence 


Nor is the surging, nationwide nature of the farmers 
movement today its only distinguishing feature. Another 
is the alteration in the very nature of the farmers’ 
struggle. During the Yoido demonstration, for example, 
farmers went so far as to torch vehicles, reaping for their 
efforts widespread condemnation for violence from the 
mass media. Experts, however, already knew that the 
farmers’ movement was as violent or more violent than 
the activist struggles of other groups. 


Farmers’ demonstrations have typically been character- 
ized by pushing and shoving with combat policemen and 
rock-throwing in response to tear gas. Farmers usually 
bring automated tillers, tractors and other farm machin- 
ery to demonstration sites, not to mention farm imple- 
ments, tools, and now even fire bottles. Recent examples 
of the extent of violence marking the farmers’ movement 
are the 1988 case of the occupation of a county court 
house in North Chungchong Province’s Yongdong and 
the fiery rallies of the pepper war. At one time the 
bamboo spear served as very much a symbol of violence 
in farmers’ demonstrations, although actually bamboo 
spears are used for self-defense. 


Chairman Kang Cha-chung (40) of the Imsil District 
Water Tax Abolishment Committee observed that, “We 
started using bamboo spears as a means to defcad 
ourselves against the unilateral application of physical 
force by the combat police.” Kang said the record shows 
that fewer injuries occur among farmers armed with 
bamboo spears than among those who go empty-handed. 
Saying that a large number of farmers were taken into 
custody by police as they were preparing to board rented 
buses to return home at the end of the Yoido demon- 
stration in Seoul, Kang pointedly noted that most of 
those taken into custody were not armed with bamboo 
spears. Kang said that bamboo spears had seldom 
appeared at farmers’ rallies in the past, but since mid- 
1988, they have become widely accepted and are appear- 
ing in increasing numbers. Kang added that, indeed, 
crowds of farmers today seemed almost uniformly com- 
pelled to take up bamboo spears. 


Stirring fight songs like “Parade for Him,” “The Farm- 
er’s Song” and “The Comrade’s Song” are invariably 
sung at farmers’ rallies today. Moreover, rallying farmers 
have abandoned the folk ceremonies of the past in favor 
of the “ceremonies of the masses,” which characterize 
other struggle movements. One example of this is the 
farmers’ observance of “Silent prayers for the souls of 
heroes who gave their lives fighting for the liberation of 
the farmers.” 


Farmers’ rallies today are inevitably characterized by 
every possible variety of placard and banner, and by a 
band that uses farmer’s musical instruments to pound 
out crashing crescendos designed to arouse the crowd. 
Occasionally, farmers’ rallies may feature bearers who 
carry about the site a colorfully decorated bier named 
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“corpse of the farm coops,” or farmers may burn in 
effigy a figure named “military dictatorship,” “business 
conglomerates,” or “Stars and Stripes.” And of course 
many times they burn water tax notifications or stacks of 
red pepper to express their violent intent. 


As the farmers’ movement has grown more violent, 
analysts believe that one of the chief historical limita- 
tions on the farmers’ movement has been overcome. 
“Seasonal limits” do not apply as uniformly as once they 
did. In the past, farmers’ movement activities had to 
come to a complete halt during the busy farming season, 
but that is no longer completely true today. Chairman of 
the North Kyongsang Province Nongunnyon Prepara- 
tory Committee Kwon Chong-tae says, for example, that 
a year-long, unbroken chain of struggle characterized 
1988: The health insurance issued dominated from Jan- 
uary to March; the struggle against unreimbursed appro- 
priation of land occurred in July and August; the red 
pepper and peanut fights happened in August and Sep- 
tember; and the struggles over tobacco, rice prices, and 
the water tax consumed October, November and Decem- 
ber. 


Still, the fact remains that on a comparative basis, the 
farmers movement simply has not been as active during 
the busy farming seasons as it has been during the rest of 
the year. Indeed, the prospect remains that in consider- 
ation of the seasonal nature of their work, the farmers 
and their movement will settle for a spring struggle and 
a fall struggle. Sources believe the farmers will be active 
during the spring planting season with the intent of 
forcing the government to announce crop prices during 
planting season rather than at harvest time. Farmer’s 
struggles during the fall harvest season will be aimed at 
guaranteeing crop price levels and at other issues dear to 
the heart of farming villages. 


From To Guarantee the Farmers’ Right To 
Earn a Living to Anti-American Consciousness 


The surging farmers’movement is as explosive in fact as 
it is in appearance. Consciousness-raising among the 
farmers is Occurring at a very rapid pace. One good 
example was the reaction in farm villages after Seoul’s 
Yoido farmers rally. National media blasted violence at 
the rally, but many farmers ignored the criticism. “They 
did good up there in Seoul. It makes me feel good 
inside.”” Some read into this development that the farm- 
ers have reached the end of their rope; their patience is 
gone. Farmers have learned that they must show solidar- 
ity of action if they are to solve the structural problems 
that plague their villages. 


In part this reflects the fact that farmers have now 
become aware of the structural problems of their vil- 
lages, and that they have begun to recognize that these 
problems will never be solved if they do not seek political 
solutions. Mr Yi Son-hyong of North Cholla Province’s 
Sunchang revealed that during the process of struggle to 
force the government to purchase the red-pepper crop, 
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many farmers believed that, ““During the pepper war this 
year we must carve a bridgehead on the issue of our right 
to earn a living. But even if we fail to sell our peppers, at 
least we can block imports.” 


This same logic has triggered the recent rise of anti- 
Americanism in farm villages. Farmers believe that if the 
government caves in to American pressure to open 
imports, the final result will be that the domestic agri- 
cultural base will be rocked to its foundations. Farmers 
say, for example, that after importation of American 
tobacco was approved, a very great percent of land, 
which had been devoted to tobacco cultivation, was 
given over to growing red peppers. Thus, the surplus of 
red peppers, which caused the “pepper war,” was trig- 
gered by opening the domestic tobacco market to 
imports. This logic compels the farmers to reject not only 
the spineless government, which caved into American 
demands for tobacco opening, but also to reject the U.S. 
Government as well. 


The farmers’ awareness of the concerns of the Korean 
people and of the unification issue appears to be increas- 
ing. On 28 January 1989, the Chonnongnyon Prepara- 
tory Committee and the National Committee for Pepper 
Producing Areas jointly proposed to Pak Su-tong, chair- 
man of the Central Committee of North Korea’s Agri- 
cultural Workers League, that North and South directly 
exchange agricultural products. This step was not taken 
as the result of a decision made at the executive level of 
the farmers movement but was first proposed by farmers 
belonging to the North Kyongsang Province Committee 
of Pepper Producing Areas. After the proposal elicited 
wild enthusiasm from farmers attending the 15 January 
1989 Imsil Area Pepper Purchase Rally, the proposal was 
Officially adopted. 


Sources say farmers supported this proposal out of 
indignation triggered by reports that Japanese merchants 
had purchased 10,000 tons of excess Korean peppers and 
were attempting to sell them to North Korea. At the 
same time, however, the farmers seem to be stressing 
that North-South exchanges must not be dominated by a 
philosophy that allows endless pursuit of profit by the 
business conglomerates. Among the items designated by 
the farmers for exchange were South Korean pepper and 
North Korean soybeans and corn. 


The director of the North Cholla Province Catholic 
Farmers’ Association, Mr So Chong-kil, said that, ““We 
asked the National Division Board (meaning the 
National Unification Board), the Korean Red Cross, and 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries to 
deliver our letter to the North, but they’ve deliberately 
dragged their feet.” So went on to stress that farmers 
today have undergone a consciousness-raising process 
caused by economic reasons to support anti-Ameri- 
canism and North-South exchanges. 
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As a so-called “reformist movement,” the farmers’ 
movement today is interested not only in agricultural 
issues but also in bringing basic changes to Korean 
society, like other activist movements. The rank-and-file 
farmers in the movement do not yet perceive the farm- 
ers’ movement as “reformist,” i.e., with a reformist final 
objective and with a precisely detailed reformist agenda. 
However, the activists who lead the farmers’ movement 
make clear that a mere rehabilitation of farm villages will 
not suffice. They perceive the farmers’ movement as one 
link in a chain of reformist movements that desire a 
slightly more basic reformation of the system. 


Mr Na Sang-ki spoke about the level of consciousness- 
raising among common farmers: “The majority of farm- 
ers are still struggling merely for the right to make a 
living. In the process, however, they have learned a great 
deal about the true nature of the United States, causing 
a sharp upsurge of anti-US. self-reliance. In reality, the 
influence of the reformist movement has been increasing 
since the middle of 1988.” 


Stressing Logical Alternatives 


The farmers’ movement resists knee-jerk, unilateral 
struggles, such as boycotts. Lately the movement has 
chosen to float detailed alternative proposals and pursue 
revision of government agricultural policies as a key 
means of forcing change. The movement advances con- 
crete proposals on each and every issue, beginning with 
exercising strong influence on the government’s determi- 
nation of the price to pay for rice at the fall harvest, 
supporting introduction of the concept of a minimum 
rice production cost. The movement has made alterna- 
tive proposals on every major issue: They want the water 
tax abolished; they want a fresh approach to irrigation 
water allocations; they want national medical insurance 
for farm families administered fairly—an initiative that 
required farmers to reshape their self-image from that of 
individuals oriented to the farm coop to that of a unified 
group; and they demand revision of relevant agricultural 
statutes to allow their cooperatives the right to conduct 
independent business activities across the farming cycle, 
from production to sales. 


On the issue of methodology to determine the cost of rice 
production—an important first step in calculating the 
government rice price—the farmers have strongly 
opposed the existing governmental practice of univer- 
sally applying an average production cost. Since 1987, 
farmers movement groups have strongly urged the gov- 
ernment to adopt a minimun rice production cost. Rice 
production costs vary greatly from one locale to another, 
depending on soil quality, so the farmers movement 
claims that many farmers suffer significant losses when 
their rice-production costs run higher than governmental 
production estimates calculated on the basis of national 
averages. Farmers groups insist that the government 
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must accept a production cost pegged at 90 percent of the 
minimum rice production cost if a majority of the 
farmers are to be guaranteed rice prices that exceed 
production costs. 


Mor over, farmers groups demand that the wage ele- 
ment calculated into government-set crop prices be cal- 
culated not on the present basis of rural wage standards 
but on urban labor rates. 


Many farmers believe that their struggle over methodol- 
ogy for determining rice production costs, which began 
in 1987, proved a signal success in recent months when 
the government acknowledged that a minimum rice- 
production cost was appropriate. In the fall of 1988, 
farmers’ movement groups jointly recommended that 
the official rice purchase price be set at 107,778 won per 
bag. Of this amount, 97,778 won, or 90 percent, was 
pegged as the minimum rice-production cost guaranteed 
to producers. Actual labor expenses composed 96,782 
won of this figure and were calculated on the basis of 
hourly wages paid to urban workers. The remaining 
1,996 of the 97,778 won was added as average, per bag 
profit, calculated at the average manufacturing profit 
rate. 


Farmers balked, demanding a price more in line with 
that originally recommended by their organizations. 
Farmers demanded that, “fall rice prices must exceed 
100,000 won per bag.” Despite the fact that the govern- 
ment had previously accepted the minimum rice-pro- 
duction cost concept, government officials now advo- 
cated a flat 14 percent price rise over 1987, coming to 
that rate via a salary standard and the cost of casual farm 
labor help. The flat 14 percent increase brought the 
per-bag price to only 83,400 won. 


When the dust settled, the 1987 price for the new rice 
crop was established at 84,840 won per bag, a 16 percent 
increase over 1987. This price was worked out through 
negotiations between the ruling and opposition parties at 
the National Assembly. Although the final price was 
much less than farmers’ groups had originally 
demanded, the 16 percent increase was the largest 
annual increase since 1981. The minimum rice-produc- 
tion cost concept on which farmers’ groups based their 
Original price recommendation originated in research 
published by the Farm and Fishery Village Societal 
Research Center, whose director is Yi U-chae. 


The farmers’ movement advocated a proposal to 
“abolish the water tax and establish an irrigation board.” 
This effort reveals the combative nature of today’s 
farmers’ movement. Farmers are quick to point out that 
at the present time, more than 10 government agencies 
are connected in one way or another to the water issue, 
and no fewer than 17 different statutes relate to the issue 
as well. Among the agencies involved are the Agricul- 
tural Promotion Corporation and the Farmland 
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Improvement Society. Farmers advocate that the con- 
cerned government agencies be unified, the laws simpli- 
fied into a single statute, and the water management 
problems in a long-term, integrated way. 
Any approach that ignores these things, they say, will not 
only hurt the farmers but harm the entre popuation as 


Women Become Active in the Farmers Movement 


Interested observers share the unanimous view that a 
prominent feature of today’s farmers’ movement is the 
swift emergence of women. Observers say this phenom- 
enon is not hard to understand when one considers that 
farm women are doubly attracted to the “movement” 
because they suffer under a twin set of burdens, the 
ordinary dilemmas that beset farm families, as well as 
the problems peculiar to women in society. Observers 
say that farm women outdo their husbands when it 
comes to the public expression of thoughts and feelings 
and in putting ideas into “struggle” actions, perhaps 
because their sensitivities are sharper than those of their 
husbands. 


Observers report that during demonstrations, female 
farmers actually participate more actively in pushing and 
shoving than do males. Mr Yi Son-hyong of the Sun- 
chang County Farmers’ Council observed that, “The 
female farmers have taken the lead in insisting on real 
independence in production, a position once abandoned 
entirely by the men. The women in farm families are 
consumed with vindictiveness. Perhaps that is why they 
habitually occupy the front ranks during demonstrations 
and do the pushing and shoving. During our meetings 
and rallies, the women usually adopt uncompromising, 
doctrinaire views.” 


Male farmers, by contrast, tend to avoid such activities 
because in the small, rural areas in which they live, the 
farmers are often acquainted with the police and govern- 
ment officials whom they confront and are afraid that 
unrestrained behavior could cause them to “lose face.” 
Observers say that for this reason women farmers are 
more active than the men and jo all the yelling right up 
until the last stage of a demonstration. The zeal of the 
women, indeed, is so high that when a rally is held some 
distance from their homes or when a demonstration 
requires parading about, some fiery women farmers go 
so far as to participate with babies strapped to their 
backs. 


The proportion of female participants at demonstrations 
and even normal farmers’ group activities is much higher 
than one might expect. For example, in Yonggwang 
County in South Cholla Province, 20 percent of the 
Catholic Farmers’ Association membership is female, 
and the proportion of women members continues to 
grow. 
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In this atmosphere, then, organizations exclusively for 
female farmers are increasing rapidiy. The creation of 
female farmers’ groups at province and county level had 
ae See when the first 

Preparatory Committee for the Cholla 
end Province Female Farmers Association—was 
founded. This can be taken as clear evidence that female 
farmers who had been active in the farmers’ societies are 
now seeking independent outlets by joining exclusively 
female groups. 


The fundamental group of the Catholic Farmers Associ- 
ation has been the local chapter, composed of from 5 or 
6 to 12 members. Recently the number of all-female 
chapters has been increasing. On 4 March 1989, this 
reporter visited the Nuti sub-chapter of the Ipam-ri, 
Sosu-myon, Kwoesan County, North Chungchong Prov- 
ince chapter of the Catholic Farmers Association. All 12 
of its members are women. The sub-chapter meeting 
began at 2100 hours, with this reporter attending. 


A total of nine women attended that night. We sang the 
farmers song, “We are vigilant, while 30,000,000 are 
sleeping...” to kick off the meeting. The sub-chapter’s 
chairwoman delivered a greeting, followed by a report on 
a meeting of women farm activists in nearby Taejon and 
a discussion of key issues. 


A variety of subjects were discussed during the Nuti 
sub-chapter’s meeting that night: “the status of the 
women farmers’ movement in Korea today; let’s review 
the rneaning of President Bush’s visit to Korea; two or 
three women must join each village development asso- 
ciation; donate rice to the campaign to provide food for 
workers striking at Hyundai Heavy Industries; should we 
join in the creation of the Nongunnyon; how can the 
Nuti sub-chapter contribute to the growth of the fledg- 
ling North Chungchong Province Women’s Movement; 
on what basis will growing-season farm wages be set.” 
The meeting ended at about 2300 hours with the ladies 
singing “The Coops Are Ours” to the’ tune of “Tok-do is 
Ours.” The husbands of the Nuti sub-chapter members 
were themselves active in the local Catholic Farmers 
Association chapter, meaning that in this single village, 
12 couples were supporting two distinct chapters. 


Nuti Women’s Sub-chapter chairwoman Kim Chom- 
pong, age 31, told me that the village women continued 
to support their husbands in their farmers’ movement 
activities even after they formed t!.eir own chapter. She 
added that, “At first I just couldn't express myself in 
front of others, but now when I see a problem I can come 
out with my thoughts very readily.” Kim said that five of 
the Nuti Sub-chapter ladies were at the large rally on 
Yoido but found themselves unable to hurl rocks, per- 
haps, she said, because they felt intimidated by the 
massive scale of the Seoul rally. Kim added, though, that 
next time they wanted to throw rocks and participate in 
the battle. 
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Preducer Organizations Also Begin Activity 


Producer organizations, which once were satisfied with 
the role of onlookers, are now joining the farmers’ 
movement in exceptionally large numbers. Producer 
groups that joined the movement only recently include 
the Dairymen’s and Cattlemen’s Association, the Hog 
ciation. The large agrobusiness firms in these associa- 
tions once showed little interest in the farmers’ move- 
ment, but the threat of market opening has shown them 
that they have a problem. 


The Dairymen’s and Cattlemen's Association is typical 
because the chairman of the association had always been 
chosen from among former government officials or 
large-scale breeders, but this pattern was altered when a 
new chairman was installed in March 1989. Other 
changes included an outcry of opposition to market 
opening for products like beef and dairy products and 
the creation of dairy farm cooperatives in every area of 
the country. 


With the creation of dairy farm cooperatives throughout 
the nation, the prospect is that the National Federation 
of Dairy Farm Cooperatives will once again come into 
existence. If that occurs, the Federation will probably 
shed its former subordinate status as a mere milk- 
collecting point and quality assurance agency and 
become another producer organization itself, standing 
equal to other such organizations by independently per- 
forming the full range of activities associated with a 
dairy combine. In a similar fashion, other single-product 
cooperatives can change into production organizations 
and participate in demonstrations on relevant issues, 
such as opposition to beef imports, while naturally 
developing common struggle activities with existing 
farmers’ movement groups. 


On 17 November 1988, a “National Farmers Rally To 
Block Meat Product Imports and to Promote Fair Prices 
for Agricultural Products” was held at Yoido. This event 
was the first-ever, massive, joint farmers’ struggle. The 
rally background was simple enough. On 31 October 
1988, 13 farmers’ organizations—including various pro- 
ducer groups, the Agricultural Technicians Association, 
the Catholic Farmers Association, the Protestant Farm- 
ers Association and the National Farmers Council 
(Chonnong)—met together and formed the National 
Council of Farmers Organizations. This group hosted 
the rally on 17 November. 


The 17 November 1988 Joint Rally 


More than 25,000 farmers gathered at Seoul’s Yoido 
Plaza on 17 November 1988. Each individual farmers’ 
group presented its views, and then the farmers began a 
street march, with the U.S. Embassy as their destination. 
This triggered a high state of tension on and near the 
plaza. riaes. placards and streamers held aloft by the 
marchers seived to identify individual farmers’ groups 


and material support to and will participate in future 
movements to block imports of meat products and 
promote fair prices for agricultural products.” 


group received farm support in the form of government 
loans ranging from 4 million to 10 million won each, 
beginning in 1981. Yet their standard of living deterio- 
rated. The end result was that the loans served merely to 
burden these farmers with debt without improving their 
lot, making them a fruitful field for successfully organiz- 
ing activities later. The National Young Generation 
Farmers and Fishermen Council was formed in Decem- 
ber 1987, and by the end of 1989, the Council will 
number some 49,000 young generation farmers and 
fishermen as members. 


It is too early to label producers’ organizations and the 
young generation farmers and fishermen groups as full- 
fledged members of the farmers’ movement, but if con- 
ditions in the farm villages continue to deteriorate, then 
the possibility remains high that precisely that will 
happen. The producers’ organizations, in particular, 
have attracted attention because they have participated 
in violent demonstrations for some months now. How- 
ever, both of these special groups of farmers have not yet 
progressed beyond struggling for personal interests, so a 
de facto difference exists between them and other groups 
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already active in the farmers’ movement. The problem 
lies, I believe, in how these two groups will forge solidar- 
ity and unity with the organizations comprising the 
mainstream farmers’ movement. 


farming communitis is: “We are inthe greatest agricul 
tural crisis to grip the country since T 
ture in Korea today has been pushed to 
bookvegecy by the oad of the Feith Renublic, the tidal 
wave of disruption billowing in the wake of the cattle 
price imbroglio, and the final blow dealt by market 
opening. 


Hi 
ii 


im the Farming Villages: The Greatest Crisis 
angun 


As the planting season loomed in the spring of 1989, 
farmers were confused: “Hey,” they asked each other, 
“what are we going to plant?” We have to plant rice no 


percent of that market; a few years ago, the garlic market 
was hot, but seed garlic is in short supply now and 
western cigarette imports have already forced reductions 
in tobacco acreage. We just don’t have a crop to plant. In 
the end, the farmers reached the inescapable conclusion 
that they were caught up in a vicious cycle that runs like 
this: “First, a crop is opened to imports, which causes 
collapse of that crop. That triggers, in turn, mass flight to 
another crop, which causes over-production, which 
causes the bottom to drop out of prices. Which causes 
penniless farmers. 


As they reviewed the situation at planting time, the 
farmers concluded that barring extraordinary good luck, 
about all they could plant in 1989 was red peppers, 
setting the stage for an inevitable replay of the massive 
1988 disruptions triggered by over-planting red peppers. 
Mr Chong Chong-kwan. the managing director of the 
Catholic Farmers Association of North Cholla Prov- 
ince’s Yonggwang Country, described a survey that 
reveals that total devoted to red peppers in 1989 
will actually exceed that of 1988. 


At 97,000 hectares, acreage devoted to red peppers 
across the nation in 1988 was up nine percent over 1987, 
and this increase was one reason the bottom fell out of 
the pepper market at harvest time. Mr Chong says that 
the identical situation will prevail during the 1989 har- 
vest. The increase in acreage devoted to red peppers is 
directly related, sources say, to the reduction in tobacco 
acreage. Both red peppers and tobacco require drying 
facilities, so farmers who abandon one crop easily pick 
up the other. The northern limit line on red 

cultivation once ran between Umsong and Chechon, but 
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red pepper acreage in the more northerly Kangwon 
Province has been increasing, probably because farmers 
who have given up on soybeans and tobacco have 
switched to red peppers. 


Nor are these problems of crop selection the only issues 
facing farm villages today. Farmers must also deal with 
the irrigation water tax, land, health insurance, agricul- 
tural chemical use, and education for their children. Yet 
each of these problem areas seems to defy solution. 


In the case of national health insurance, for example. 
action taken by the National Assembly not long ago 
raised farmers’ ire to the point of eruption. Under 
existing law, national health insurance premiums for 
farmers vary noi merely by income but also according to 
family assets, including both arable and non-arable land 
as well as private dwellings, and according to the number 
of family members. Mr Kim Sil-kyong, age 50, chairman 
of the Catholic Farmers Association chapter in Sonsan 
County, North Kyongsang Province, for example, pays 
8,100 won per month in health insurance premium, 
based on having three family members, a 25-pyong 
home. and farming a bit less than 3000 pyong of land. 


Urban wage earners who pay 8,100 won in national 
health insurance premium would be charged that 
amount only when their monthly salary falls between 
525,000 and 555,000 won, since half of the three percent 
health insurance premium is paid by the worker and half 
by his employer. Bonuses are not considered in this 
caiculation, either. Thus, a salaried worker who pays 
8,100 won in health insurance premium and makes 
555,000 Won per month will receive 4 months’ salary as 
an annual bonus, bringing his total annual remuneration 
to 8,760,000 won, or an average monthly salary of 
730,000 won. 


By contrast, to calculate the income on 3000 pyong of 
arable land, we use the customary rule of thumb that 200 
pyong of paddy will produce four, 80-kilogram bags of 
rice. By that measure, 3000 pyong of land will produce 
60 bags of rice. If these 60 bags are sold by the farmer at 
a price close to that set by the government—85,000 won 
per bag—then the farmer’s gross annual income totals 
5,100,000 won, or only 425,000 won per month. But 
even this amount is merely gross income, from which 
must be deducted the cost of fertilizer, agricultural 
chemicals, and other production expenses. The farmers 
claim, then, that they are subject to very discriminatory 
national health insurance premiums in comparison to 
urban wage earners. 


The health insurance premiums obviously burden the 
farmers excessively in light of living conditions in farm 
villages. Farmers derisively refer to the 700 to 900 won 
per month in extra health insurance premium charged 
for each member of a farming family as a head tax. 
Moreover, the health of the farmer is of far greater 
economic consequence to his family than is the health of 
a salaried employee, but in fact, the farmer is subject to 
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AFP Wrap-up of 1 Year After Military Rule 
BK0608111989 Hong Kong AFP in English 1102 GMT 
6 Aug 89 


[By Cnarles-Antoine de Nerciat]} 


[Text] Bangkok, Aug 6 (AFP)}—Burma marks the first 
anniversary this week of the start of bloody protests in an 
atmosphere of confrontation fuelled by the recent house 
arrest of popular opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 


Aung San Suu Kyi, 44, has been muzzled less than a year 
ahead of general elections promised by the Rangoon 
military junta which seized power last September, while 
hostility against the military leadership by supporters of 
a Western-style democratic government for Burma 
seems greater than ever. 


A general strike declared last August 8 was followed by 
the brutal military repression of hundreds of thousands 
of unarmed demonstrators who held protests nationwide 
against the military dictatorship that had ruled Burma 
for more than a quarter of a century. 


Burmese strongman General Ne Win, who came to 
power in 1962, had stepped down at the end of July, 
leaving Burma—a country of 40 million people endowed 
with rich mineral and agricultural resources—on the 
United Nations’ list of poorest countries. 


Burma was plunged into violence last August, with elite 
forces firing into crowds of unarmed demonstrators and 
troops carrying out summary executions often by public 
decapitation, carried out by troops and sometimes by 
rioters. 


On September 18, the Army led by General Saw Maung, 
61, reinstalled a military regime and launched a new 
Campaign to crush the pro-democracy movement which 
left hundreds, possibly thousands, of people dead. 


The junta has since maintained martial law with a 
curfew and a ban on gatherings of more than five people, 
but it has promised to organise democratic elections for 
the beginning of next year. 


But the opposition, especially Aung San Suu Kyi, has 
persistently challenged the promise of elections. 


The daughter of Burmese independence fighter General 
Aung San, she has become the most visible pro-democ- 
racy leader opposing the junta. 


Aung San Suu Kyi, a leader of the National League for 
Democracy (NLD), has made a strong stand against the 
repression, defying martial law to organise demonstra- 
tions nationwide, some gathering tens of thousands of 
supporters. 
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She has repeatedly charged that Gen. Ne Win, 78, still 
retains control of the government behind the scenes, a 
belief shared by most Rangoon-based diplomats despite 
repeated denials by the junta. 


The military authorities have accused Aung San Suu Kyi 
of allowing herself to be used as an accomplice in a 
communist plot to overthrow the government by force. 


Fearing a bloodbath, Aung San Suu Kyi—who has per- 
sistently rejected the accusations—cancelled a July 19 
demonstration intended to mark the anniversary of the 
1947 assassination of her father months before Burma 
gained independence from Britain in January 1948. 


On July 20, while troops were being deployed in Rangoon, 
Aung San Suu Kyi was put under house arrest for one year 
along with another NLD leader, former General Tin U, 66, 
under a 1975 law against “destructive elements.” 


Rangoon-based diplomats have indicated, contrary to 
official statements, that Aung San Suu Kyi immediately 
began a hunger strike to demand that she be taken to a 
prison to join other supporters of the democracy move- 
ment. 


According to the diplomats, the move against Aung San 
Suu Kyi and Mr. Tin U presaged a fresh wave of arrests 
throughout Burma, where thousands of people have been 
imprisoned for their political views in recent days. 


Efforts by the military authorities to liberalize Burma’s 
economic system and open the country to the outside 
have so far shown little promise, observers said. 


They said the sharp increase in the price of rice, Burma’s 
main staple food, and runaway inflation have contrib 
uied to growing tension in the country. 


The military leadership has tried to blame the opposition 
for prolonging the economic decline, implying that the 
situation was partly attributable to “subversive activities 
to create political instability.” 


Diplomats believe that such accusations have been 
greeted by widespread skepticism. 


Minister Denies Existence of ‘Simmering Unrest’ 
BK0608 130189 Hong Kong AFP in English 1227 GMT 
6 Aug 89 


[Text] Bangkok, Aug 6 (AFP)}—Burmese Trade Minister 
Colonel David Abel said here Sunday that pro-democ- 
racy disturbances in Burma had subsided despite rumors 
that simmering unrest would mark the one-year anniver- 
sary of a general strike on Tuesday. 


“There won’! ve any disruptions. There is enough secu- 
rity and the people know now what is happening, what is 
the real situation,’ Col. Abel said a‘ Bangkok’s Interna- 
tional Airport when he arrived her for trade talks. 
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“It is almost normal now,” said the cabinet minister, 
referring to the government installed in a military coup 
by Burmese Army chief General Saw Maung in Septem- 
ber last year. 


Before she was put under house arrest June 20, Burmese 
Opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi had called for mass 
demonstrations to mark the beginning of the 1988 gen- 
eral strike on August 8 as well as the September 18 coup 
that crushed it. 


Some 1,000 people were killed when security troops 
opened fire on demonstrators during the months of 
peaceful protests for democracy which crippled a 26- 
year-old military-backed regime. 


“This is just being instigated and they (the general 
public) know it now,” he said, referring to comments by 
a Burmese military official Saturday that Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi was the unwitting victim of a communist plot to 
plunge the country into civil war. 


He denied that she had been on hunger strike since her 
arrest and had demanded to be jailed along with her 
supporters who have reportedly been detained in Ran- 
goon’s Central Insein Prison. 


“How can a person demand to go to prison?” He said. 


Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is the leader of Burma’s main 
Opposition party, the National League for Democracy 
(NLD). 


Asked to comment on rumors in Bangkok that plans 
were underway to deport the 44-year-old daughter of late 
Burmese independence hero General Aung San, he said, 
“at present I cannot say yes or no.” 


It would be up to a state election commission to decide 
whether she would be allowed to take part in general 
elections which the government of armed forces chief 
General Saw Maung has scheduled for May next year, he 
said. 


The colonel rejected a statement by the British Foreign 
Office that Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s British husband 
Michael Aris was also confined to her house. 


The university professor has been moving freely around 
the Burmese capital since he arrived there last month, 
the colonel said. 


Col. Abel was welcomed at the airport by Thai Com- 
merce Minister Subin Pinkayan, who said that a Thai- 
Burmese Trade Commission would be appointed during 
the colonel’s five-day visit. 
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The talks are to cover thai investment in Burma, which 
has granted extensive logging concessions to Thai com- 
panies since the military takeover, as well as tourism 
promotion and technical cooperation between the two 
countries, Mr. Subin said. 


Col. Abel, who holds ‘he portfolios of trade, finance and 
planning, said Rangoon was satisfied with the rapidly 
developing trade relations between the two countries. 
Mr. Subin visited Rangoon for trade talks earlier this 
year. 


Col. Abel said he would leave Bangkok on Thursday for 
three more days of trade talks in Singapore before 
returning to Rangoon. 


U Nu Issues Statement on Aung San Suu Kyi 
Bk0408121889 Dehli External Service in Burmese 
1115 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[Statement by U Nu, patron of the League for Democ- 
racy and Peace, on his views on house arrest of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi, an opposition leader, dated 24 
July—read by announcer] 


[Text] I learned about the house arrest of Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi on 20 July from the government announcement 
on the television. On the next day —2! July—accompa- 
nied by some executive members of the League for 
Democracy and Peace, I went to the house of Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi to inquire adout the report. However, we 
were not allowed enter the compound in which the house 
is located. 


I firmly believe that the house arrest of Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi by the government is not necessary for the 
reasons mentioned below. My belief is based on the 
conversation I had twice during June 1989—once at my 
residence and on another occasion at the house of Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi—with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi aad 
retired Colonel Kyi Maung. 


I can clearly recall that on both occasions Daw Aung San 
Suu made the following remarks. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
said it is a very urgent matter to hold talks with the 
authorities. I can clearly recall her saying that by holding 
talks current undesirable developments in the country 
are likely to dissipate. I wholeheartedly support this 


point. 


Therefore, I firmly believe that instead of keeping Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi under house arrest, the authoritics 
should release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and authorities at 
suitable level should hold talks with her on various issues 
so that current undesirable developments can disappear. 


[Signed] U Nu, patron, the League for Democracy and 
Peace 
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Officials Comment on Aung San Suu Kyi’s Health 
BK0408 120289 Hong Kong AFP in English 1152 GMT 
4 Aug 89 


{[Text] Rangoon, Aug 4 (AFP)}—Burma’s military gov- 
ernment said Friday that detained opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi was “in good health” but refused to 
confirm or deny persistent reports that she was on a 
hunger strike. 


(Rangoon-based diplomats contacted by telephone from 
Bangkok Thursday said that Aung San Suu Kyi, 44, was 
“quite weak” although she was apparently not ill follow- 
ing her refusal to take food). 


Colonel Aung Thein, a military government spokesman, 
said a physician and medical specialist had been 
assigned to look after the health needs of Aung San Suu 
Kyi and members of her family since she was put under 
house arrest July 20 for up to one year. 


“Aung San Suu Kyi is in good health. The doctors were 
assigned to look after the health of the family even before 
talk of the hunger strike,” he said at a press conference 
here. 


“The important thing is that she is at present in good 
health. We can tell you that definitely,” government 
chief spokesman U Kyaw Sann added. 


But Mr. Kyaw Sann declined to comment on whether she 
was on hunger strike. 


Reports quoting family sources have said Aung San Suu 
Kyi, the daughter of Burma’s independence hero Aung 
San, has refused to take food and has only been drinking 
water since July 21, insisting that she be placed in jail 
with others who have been arrested for pro-democracy 
activities. 


Last week, military spokesmen denied that Aung San 
Suu Kyi, who has become Burma’s most prominent and 
effective pro-democracy spokesman, was on hunger 
strike. 


Aung San Suu Kyi and former General Tin U, 66, both 
leaders of the National League for Democracy (NLD), 
have been put under house arrest under a 1975 act to 
protect the state against “destructive” elements. 


Aung San Suu Kyi is married to Michael Aris, a British 
university teacher, and the couple’s two sons are staying 
with them here. 


U Aung Than, 73, the elder brother of Gen. Aung San, 
who was killed in 1947 a few months ahead of Burma’s 
independence from Britain in January 1948, sent an 
appeal last week to junta leader General Saw Maung 
expressing concern for his niece’s health following the 
hunger strike reports, informed sources said. 
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Mr. Aung Than, leader of the League for Democratic 
Forces (LDF), requested permission for close relatives to 
be allowed to visit Aung San Suu Kyi, they said. 


Mr. Aung Than has taken over as chairman of the LDF 
following arrests July 27 of 10 of the party’s members 
including Chairman Aung Ze Ya and other Executive 
Committee members. 


Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 
Activities of Thai Prime Minister Chatchai 


Calls on King; Talks With Mahathir 
BK0408132989 Kuala Lumpur RTM Television 
Network I in Malay 1200 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[Text] Thai Prime Minister General Tun Chatchai 
Chunhawan called on His Majesty the Paramount Ruler 
Sultan Azlan Shah at Perak Palace in Kuala Lumpur. 
Tun Chatchai was accompanied by his wife, Toh Puan 
Bunruan Chunhawan. They are on a 3-day official visit 
to Malaysia. On hand was Her Majesty the Queen 
Tuanku Bainun. Acting Foreign Minister Tengku 
Ahmad Rithauddeen and his wife were also present. This 
is Tun Chatchai’s third visit to this country since assum- 
ing the prime ministership. He will leave for home 
tomorrow. 


Meanwhile, Malaysia and Thailand agreed to establish a 
joint development authority to develop areas along their 
common border. The agreement was reached during 
talks between the two sides in Kuala Lumpur. 


Earlier, the Thai prime minister held talks with Prime 
Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir. During the meeting, 
Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir was informed by Thai Perma- 
nent Secretary [title as heard] Mr Wichit Noiphan of new 
developments in the settlement of the Cambodian issue. 
Mr Wichit just returned from the international confer- 
ence on Cambodia in Paris. 


During the talks, the Thai and Malaysian delegations 
agreed to establish a joint development authority by the 
end of this year to undertake cooperation in common 
border areas, particularly the exploration of natural 
resources such as oil and gas. A formula on concessions 
and production of these resources was also agreed upon 
during the talks. In addition, Thailand planned to build 
an irrigation dam on Peta River near the Kelantan 
border. 


Speaking at a press conference later, Gen Tun Chatchai 
said that a joint venture on tourism would also be 
undertaken. In this case, the two sides will try to bring 
tourists into their respective countries. Thailand agreed 
to undertake a railway service—the Orient Express— 
from Singapore to Chiang Mai via Malaysia. 
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Speaking at the same news conference, the Thai trade 
minister said that Thailand’s rice exports to Malaysia 
were still calculated on old prices even though the actual 
prices in Thailand had increased. 


Reiterates ASEAN’s Cambodia Stand 
BK0408 133489 Hong Kong AFP in English 1311 GMT 
4 Aug 89 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Aug 4 (AFP)--Thai Prime Min- 
ister Chatchai Chunhawan reiterated Friday that 
Bangkok would not unilaterally seek accommodation 
with the Hanoi-backed Phnom Penh government. 


““We are going to continue regional efforts of the past 10 
years in seeking a solution in Cambodia,” Mr. Chatchai 
told reporters after talks here with Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohamad on Cambodia and other 
issues. 


Relations between Bangkok and the Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment led by Premier'Hun Sen have warmed since Mr. 
Chatchai took office a year ago Friday and pledged to 
work to turn the Cambodian battlefield into 2 market- 
place for Thai products. 


But diplomats said Thai officials had taken pains to 

reassure their partners in the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN) that Bangkok would not aban- 

a non-communist association’s position on Cam- 
ia. 


ASEAN, which groups Thailand with Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines, has demanded 
a total pullout of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia and 
campaigned for an independent, neutral Cambodian 
state. 


Responding to a question, Mr. Chatchai said he had no 
plans to visit Phnom Penh until the United Nations 
recognised the government there. The world body cur- 
rently recognises a three-party resistance coalition led by 
former Cambodian Monarch Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
as Cambodia’s legitimate government. 


Mr. Chatcr ‘ said that a statement by Dr. Mahathir 
Thursday ti JEAN was disappointed over the lack of 
progress at Ongoing international peace conference 
on Cambodia in Paris “was based on preliminary 
reports.” 


‘““ASEAN is pleased to be able to advance efforts towards 
resolving the Cambodia problem,” Mr. Chatchai said. 


He said that U.N. officials would arrive in Phnom Penh 
“in a few days’ time”’ to begin groundwork on verifying 
a total pullout of Vietnamese troops, which Hanoi has 
promised to complete by the end of next month. 
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Vietnamese forces have been in Cambodia since late 
1978, when they invaded to oust the Khmer Rouge 
regime of Pol Pot, in power from mid-1975. 


The Khmer Rouge is blamed for the deaths of hundreds 
of thousands of civilians during that time, and is now the 
strongest of the three resistance factions in military 
terms. 


Malaysian Defence Minister Tengku Ahmad Rithaud- 
deen said Thursday [3 August] that Kuala Lumpur 
would send a colonel to join the U.N. team in Cambodia. 


Mr. Chatchai said that senior Thai officials who had 
participated in the Paris talks briefed Dr. Mahathir on 
the latest developments. 


The two premiers also giscussed bilateral economic 
cooperation including joint exploitation of oil and min- 
eral resources in an offshore region straddling the Thai- 
Malaysian continental shelf in the South China Sea. 


Agrees To Natural Gas Development 
BK0508115189 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
1118 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, Aug. 5 (OQANA-BERNAMA)— 
Thai Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan left for home 
Saturday after a three-day working visit to Malaysia. 


Earlier, Prime Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamed hosted a 
lunch for his Thai counterpart at a country club near 
here Saturday. 


Also present were Defence Minister Tengku Ahmad 
Rithauddeen and the Thai ambassador to Malaysia, Dr 
Rongphet Sucharitkun. 


During their talks Friday, the two leaders agreed, among 
others, to set up a joint body to oversee the development 
of natural] gas in their overlapping territorial waters in 
the Gulf of Siam after 10 years of negotiations. 


The exploration work is expected to start early next year. 
It will be carried out by the Malaysian National Oil 
Corporation, Petronas, and Triton, an American com- 
pany which has been given the concession by the Thai 
Government to develop the area. 


Malaysia also agreed to help the Thai Government’s 
development of southern Thailand by supplying building 
materials for construction of infrastructure facilities. 
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12 Vietnamese Refugees Not Allowed To Land 
BK0408 145689 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in 
Malay 

1430 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[Text] Twelve illegal Vietnamese immigrants, who 
arrived aboard a Polish cargo vessel in Kelang Port this 
afternoon, have not been allowed to land. There were 
nine men, two women, and a 10-year-old girl. 


Captain Jaafar Ramli, chief of the Sea Rescue Coordi- 
nating Center, said that they were believed to have 
boarded the marine vessel (“Boiciech”’) soon after the 
vessel unloaded cargo in Ho Chi Minh City on 30 July. 
He said that they were hiding in several parts of the 
vessel when they were found by crew members last 
Tuesday [1 August]. The vessel is proceeding to Pasir 
Gudang Port before continuing the voyage to West Asia 
via the Suez Canal. 


National Front Wins Johor State By-election 
BK0608063689 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0600 GMT 6 Aug 89 


[Text] In the Johor State by-election, the ruling Barisan 
Nasional has retained the Tambatan State seat after its 
candidate, Haji Abdul Kadir Annuar, beat his nearest 
rival, Datuk Jaafar Onn of Parti Semangat’46, by 1,075 
votes. 


Haji Abdul Kadir polled 7,598 votes, while Datuk Jaafar 
Onn obtained 6,523 votes. Two independents in the 
contest have lost their deposits. 


The by-election was held following the death of Barisan 
Nasional assemblyman for the constituency, Mr Mah- 
mud Daud, recently. 


Singapore 


Prime Minister Lee on Need for ASEAN Summit 
BK0408 115789 Singapore THE STRAITS TIMES 
in English 4 Aug 89 p 1 


[By Cheng Shoong Tat] 


[Excerpt] Bandar Seri Bengawan—Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew told his ASEAN counterparts yesterday that 
an ASEAN summit should be held only if there were 
“substantial issues” to be raised, not “‘just because we 
need to have a summit”. 


“That is the surest way to devalue the significance of a 
summit and | think President Suharto fully endorsed 
that,” he told Singapore reporters. 


He made this point during a roundtable lunch hosted by 
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei at Istana Nurul Iman. 
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Since ASEAN was formed in 1967, oniy three summits 
have been held. The last one was held in Manila in 1987, 
shortly after President Corazon Aquino came into 
power. 


Mr Lee also had informal bilateral talks with Malaysian 
Prime Minister Datuk Sri Dr Mahathir Mohamed, Pres- 
ident Aquino and Thai Prime Minister Chatchai Chun- 
hawan yesterday. 


Speaking to Singapore reporters shortly before returning 
home, Mr Lee said he discussed with Mrs Aquino the 
multilateral aid program for the Philippines, which was 
launched in Tokyo. 


“Some successful projects should be feasible within two 
years,” he said. 


With Dr Mahathir, Mr Lee discussed the improved 
economic situation in Singapore and Malaysia as well as 
the coming Commonwealth Heads of Government meet- 
ing to be held in Kuala Lumpur in October. 


He added that “certain bilateral matters in general 
terms” were also discussed, but declined to give details. 


Mr Lee said he discussed with Gen Chatchai the drawing 
up of a timetable for the conduct of elections in Cambo- 
dia after the Vietnamese pullout. 


**Much will depend on the outcome of the international 
conference on Cambodia in Paris. 


He said that the Thai prime minister had also encour- 
aged him to accept an earlier invitation to address the 
Defence College course in Bangkok, attended by military 
officers and top civilians. 


Speaking on the terms and conditions for investing in 
Batam Island, a subject which was discussed at a meeting 
with President Suharto on Wednesday, Mr Lee said the 
Indonesian Government has stipulated that all foreign 
investments must be joint ventures with Indonesians. 


He said that in Singapore, companies could be fully 
foreign-owned if the foreign investors so wished. 


“If we could make the terms and conditions like in 
Singapore, then these multinationals in electronics will 
expand in Batam,” he said, adding that Mr Suharto had 
agreed to consider the problem. 


Shortly after yesterday's lunch, Mr Lee and other 
ASEAN leaders went to the Palace’s throne room to 
attend the initiation ceremony of Prince Al-Muhtadee 
Billah, the Sultan’s eldest son. [passage omitted] 
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Gen Yeo on Immigration of Hong Kong Residents 
BK0508 144689 Hong Kong AFP in English 1416 GMT 
5 Aug 89 


[Text] Singapore, Aug 5 (AFP)—Singapore’s decision to 
accept Hong Kong nationals wishing to emigrate here 
was not aimed at undermining prosperity for Hong Kong 
and China, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs George 
Yeo said Saturday. 


Speaking at a national day function, Brigadier General 
Yeo said Singapore wanted Hong Kong and China to 
prosper because “that is good for trade and good for us.” 


He said it was preferable for Hong Kongers wishing to 
leave the British colony to come to Singapore and 
remain in the region than to go overseas to North 
America and Australia. 


“Then they will be lost to Asia. By coming here, they will 
continue to contribute to the prosperity of East and 
Southeast Asia. 


“By air, it takes only three hours from Singapore to Hong 
Kong, which is about the time it takes to fly from Hong 
Kong to Beijing,” Brig. Gen. Yeo said. 


He rejected suggestions that Singapore should instead 
encourage professionals and skilled workers from fellow 
member nations of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) to come to the Republic, arguing that 
it would hurt those countries. 


ASEAN groups Singapore with Brunei, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand. 


Brig. Gen. Yeo was of the view that if Singapore drained 
its neighbours of their able people it would hurt those 
countries’ economic development. 


“That is the last thing we want to do because we have a 
strong interest in their prosperity. The more dynamic 
their economies, the better it is for us. 


“If they are in trouble, we will also be in trouble. It will 
therefore be very unwise and un-neighbourly of us to 
actively encourage immigration from our ASEAN neigh- 
bours,” Brig. Gen. Yeo concluded. 


On July 10, the Singapore Government relaxed its immi- 
gration laws and said it was prepared to give permanent 
residence status to all foreigners with skills needed by 


Singapore. 


The government said about 100,000 Hong Kong resi- 
dents would be allowed to emigrate to Singapore over the 
next five to eight years. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Hong Kong is to revert to Chinese sovereignty in 1997. 
Uncertainty about the future of the territory, especially 
in the wake of the bloody suppression of pro-democracy 
demonstrators in Beijing on June 4, has prompted 
increasing numbers of Hong Kong residents to consider 


emigrating. 


The Singapore Consulate in Hong Kong issued about 
300,000 application forms for emigration to the Repub- 
lic shortly after announcing the relaxation of its immi- 
gration laws. 


Bill on Caning for Illegal Immigrants’ Employers 
BK0408 145289 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 4 Aug 88 


{Text} A bill was introduced in Parliament today to 
amend the Immigration Act providing the mandatory 
caning of traffickers of illegal immigrants. It will also 
apply to those who employ more than five illegal immi- 
grants and most of whose employees are illegal immi- 
grants or overstayers. Among other things, it seeks to 
provide not less than three strokes of the cane for those 
who are engaged in the business or trade in [words 
indistinct] prohibited immigrants. At present caning is 
an optional punishment for traffickers of illegal immi- 
grants and overstayers. 


A statement from the Home Affairs Ministry said traf- 
fickers and employers are willfully and deliberately 
exploiting illegal workers on a large scale. They are the 
root cause of the problem and should be dealt with more 
severely. 


The statement said the present mandatory jail sentence 
of at least six months and a fine of up to [Singapore] 
$6,000 will continue to apply. In addition the bill pro- 
vides for caning to the employers provided their offense 
is an aggravated one. 


A spokesman for the ministry warned that although the 
amendment has not been passed, those employed immi- 
gration offenders should not wait too long before acting. 


Cambodia 


Hun Sen Returns From Paris Conference 


Stops Over in Moscow 
LD0408 185189 Moscow TASS in English 1707 GMT 
4 Aug 89 


[Text] Moscow August 4 TASS—Hun Sen, chairman of 
the Council of Ministers and foreign minister of Cam- 
bodia, who has participated in the initial stage of the 
International Conference on Cambodia in Paris, left 
Moscow today. 
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At the airport he was seen off by Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Anatoliy Adamishin, other Soviet officials and 
Cambodian charge d’affairs in the USSR Leng Peng 
Long. 


Returns to Phnom Penh 
BK0508122589 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1100 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Station correspondent’s report on Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers Hun Sen’s return from Paris] 


[Text] [Announcer] Comrade Hun Sen, member of the 
party Central Committee Political Bureau, chairman of 
the Council of Ministers, and foreign minister of the 
State of Cambodia, returned home safely at 1630 on the 
evening of 5 August after holding the fifth talk with 
Samdech Sihanouk and attending the International Con- 
ference on Cambodia in Paris. 


Greeting the comrade chairman of the Council of Min- 
isters at Pochentong Airport were Comrade Chea Soth, 
member of the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau and vice chairman of the Council of Ministers; 
Comrade Mat Ly, member of the party Central Commit- 
tee Political Bureau and chairman of the Kampuchean 
Federation of Trade Unions; Comrade Ney Pena, mem- 
ber of the party Central Committee Political Bureau and 
chairman of the Central Propaganda and Education 
Commission; Comrade Nguon Nhel, member of the 
party Central Committee Political Bureau and secretary 
of the Phnom Penh Municipal Party Committee; Com- 
rade Tie Banh, member of the party Central Committee 
Political Bureau and minister of national defense; Com- 
rade Sar Kheng, member of the party Central Committee 
Political Bureau and chief of the party Central Commit- 
tee’s Office; Comrade Say Chhum, member of the party 
Central Committee Political Bureau, vice chairman of 
the Council of Ministers, and minister of agriculture; 
Comrade Sim Ka, alternate member of the party Central 
Committee Political Bureau and vice chairman of the 
party Central Committee’s Control Commission; Com- 
rade Sin Song, alternate member of the party Central 
Committee Political Bureau and minister of the interior; 
the comrades members and alternate members of the 
party Central Committee; and many other comrades 
representing the party and state institutions and mass 
organizations; as well as the comrades ambassadors an 
embassy staff members of friendly countries designat 
to Cambodia. 


Upon his return, Comrade Hun Sen talked with national 
and international newsmen. 


[Begin recording] [Hun Sen] We have proposed that if 
there is a political solution, the elections should be held 
within 3 months after the Vietnamese withdrawal. How- 
ever, we regard this as the objective of the talks if the 
other parties agree to discuss it with us. 
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[Question by an unidentified newsman in English fading 
into Cambodian translation] If the Chinese continue to 
supply weapons to the Khmer Rouge, will your govern- 
ment be able to ask the Soviet Union or Vietnam to 
supply weapons to Cambodia if the war continues for a 
long time? 


{Hun Sen] We desire to settle the Cambodian problem 
through political means. We want total cessation of 
foreign military aid to all Cambodian parties. But in the 
case that China continues aid to the Khmer Rouge for 
conducting war, China and the Khmer Rouge are to be 
blamed should a civil war break out in Cambodia. By 
then, the international community should take w!.atever 
measures against China and the Khmer Rouge with 
regard to a civil war in Cambodia. 


[Question by an unidentified newsman in English fading 
into Cambodian translation] Mr Prime Minister, your 
talks with Samdech Sihanouk obviously did not go very 
well. Is your relationship with Samdech Sihanouk now 
not as good as it was in Jakarta? 


{Hun Sen} Naturally, Samdech Sihanouk always makes a 
step forward and takes two steps backward. This was the 
cause for the difficulties in the talks. It was because my 
interlocutor lacks realism. This was also the cause for the 
unsuccessful talks in Paris between myself and Samdech 
Sihanouk. However, it does not mean that this failure 
has affected my personal relationship with Samdech 
Sihanouk. We still have good relationship traditionally 
although we disagree with each other politically. 


[Question by an unidentified newsman in English fading 
into Cambodian translation] Mr Prime Minister, do you 
say that the prince was negotiating as a free man in 
Paris” 


{Hun Sen] I noticed that during the past talks held with 
me in Paris, he seemed to be deeply overwhelmed with 
the position of China and the Khmer Rouge. But, at the 
international conference when Khmer Rouge Khieu 
Samphan was seriously isolated, Samdech Sihanouk 
immediately distanced himself. He dared not defend the 
Khmer Rouge in the conference. [end recording] 


[Announcer] After the next newscast, our radio will 
present the speech by Comrade Hun Sen, chairman of 
the Council of Ministers, made at the International 
Conference on Cambodia in Paris. Therefore, dear com- 
patriots and listeners are invited to tune in. 


” jlitical Bureau Hears Hun Sen Report on Talks 
£0608 121989 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
.n Cambodian 1100 GMT 6 Aug 89 


(“Press communique of the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Kampuchean People’s Revo- 
lutionary Party’) 


[Text] On 6 August 1989, the Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Kampuchean People’s Revo- 
lutionary Party [KPRP] held a plenum to hear a report 
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by Comrade Hun Sen, member of the party Central 
Committee Political Bureau, chairman of the Council of 
Ministers, foreign minister, and head of the State of 
Cambodia’s delegation which has just returned after 
attending the International Conference on Cambodia 
held in Paris from 30 July to 1 August 1989. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau 
acclaimed the success made by the delegation which has 
enhanced the prestige of the State of Cambodia even 
more highly in the international arena and regarded it as 
the most notable success of the international conference. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau noted 
that the major obstacle to the search for a solution to the 
Cambodian problem at various fora as well as at the 
Paris international conference was created by the Pol Pot 
genocidal clique, backed by Samdech Sihanouk, which 
stubbornly desires to carry on the war and prolong the 
Cambodian people’s misery unendingly. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau highly 
valued the firm stance and the virtuous and flexible 
attitude of the delegation which displayed our constant 
goodwill and desire to settle the conflict through negoti- 
ation. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau held that 
any attempt aimed at dissolving the State of Cambodia 
will only open the way for the Pol Pot genocidal clique to 
return to seize power and to provoke a nationwide civil 
war that no one would be able to limit or control. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau noted 
that the establishment of the various committees and the 
clear delineation of their roles and duties showed that 
the Cambodian people’s right to self-determination must 
be respected. The internal affairs of Cambodia must be 
settled by the Cambodian parties. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau empha- 
sized once again that only the Cambodian people have 
the right to decide on the future of the government and 
to choose the political and economic system and their 
leaders through free and democratic election. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau wel- 
comed the fact-finding mission that Mr Perez de Cuellar 
will send to Cambodia within the near future, and 
instructed the arrangement of all conditions to cooperate 
and crate facilities for this mission to fulfill its tasks 
effectively. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau realized 
that the United Nations will play an important role in 
the settlement of the problem in Cambodia as well as in 
other regions if this international body stays neutral and 
does not take any side. 
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The party Central Committee Political Bureau wel- 
comed further meeting between Comrade Hun Sen and 
Samdech Sihanouk although the roundtable conference 
was already obstructed by the genocidal Pol Pot clique. 


The party Central Committee Political Bureau highly 
valued the harmonious cooperation at the conference 
between the three delegations of Cambodia, Vietnam, 
and Laos and that of the Soviet Union, which coopera- 
tion is the dominant factor in the success of the search 
for peace for Cambodia and Southeast Asia. 


‘Killing Fields’ Shown in Phnom Penh 
BK0708090489 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
0505 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Text] “The Killing Fields” film depicting horrendous 
crimes and gross violations of human rights perpetrated 
by the Khmer Rouge’s Pol Potists against the Cambo- 
dian people when they were ruling Cambodia, was 
shown at the “Bassac Theatre Hall” in Phnom Penh 
Friday [4 August] afternoon. 


The film was produced by Mr. Roland Joffe, a British 
film-maker who wanted to chronicle a real story about 
the friendship between two journalists; one American 
and one Khmer during the Khmer Rouge’s reign of 
terror in Cambodia. 


Present at the film screening were director Roland Joffe, 
journalist Sydney Schanberg, a NEW YORK TIMES 
reporter whose story “The Killing Fields” is based on, 
nine Americans involved in making the film, “Operation 
California” President Recahrd Walden and 700-strong 
audience. 


Operation California is a U.S. relief organization which 
established airlifting supplies to Cambodia early 1979, a 
few months after the liberation of the country from the 
Khmer Rouge regime. 


Richard Walden, Roland Joffe and the other American 
guests are on a visit to Cambodia at the invitation of 
Cambodian prime minister. 


Roland Joffe, the author of ““The Killing Fields” told an 
SPK correspondent and the Phnom Penh audience at the 
end of the show that the film won three Oscar prizes at 
the 39th Cannes International Cinema Festival in 1986. 


The film is being screened at the same time with the 
Paris peace talks on Cambodia in order to remind the 
world of the fact that the Khmer Rouge is held respon- 
sible for the deaths of some 3,000,000 Cambodians, that 
the possibility of its resurgence is a threat not only to the 
people of Cambodia but also to humanity and that 
drastic measures should be taken to prevent its return. 
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Roland Joffe said that nobody wants the recurrence of 
such genocide. He further said that together with the 
Cambodian people, he feels optimistic about peace, a 
new life and a bright future of Cambodia. 


For his part, Sydney Schanberg said the suffering of the 
Cambodians shown in the film, based on his own story, 
made him sad again. 


The film is to be screen at the “Pracheachun” cinema in 
Phnom Penh from this Saturday and will be shown in 
provinces and towns and other localities across the 
country. 


Gen Bou Thang, Delegation Leave for Vietnam 
BK0408 131189 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1105 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK August 4—A delegation of the 
General Political Department of the People’s Revolu- 
tionary Armed Forces of Kampuchea led by General Bou 
Thang, head of the department, left here Tuesday for tne 
bilateral conference between the General Political 
Departments of the Cambodian and Vietnamese Armies 
to be held in Hanoi, Vietnam. 


It was seen off at the airport by Mrs. Men Sam-an, 
Politburo member of the People’s Revolutionary Party 
of Kampuchea Central Committee and president of its 
Commission for Organization; and Ke Kimyan, first 
deputy minister of national defence. 


Over 2,000 ‘Enemy’ Put Troops Out of Action 
BK02081 15089 Phnom Penh SPK in English 
1109 GMT 2 Aug 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK August 2—In the first half of 
this year. the Cambodian People’s Armed Forces wiped 
out 1,401 enemy troops, captured 279, and forced 535 
others to surrender. They also seized assorted guns and a 
considerable quantity of ammunition. 


This has been made public here in a communique 
released by the National Defence Ministry of the State of 
Cambodia. 


Citing the notable events, the communique says that the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Banteay Meanchey 
Province wiped out 205 enemy troops and seized 84 
weapons. Especially in recent attacks which took place in 
northwestern Dangkum, Samraong District, 30 reaction- 
ary troops were put out of action. 


During an operation in Khau Phlu area close to the 
Cambodian-Thai border, the communique goes on, the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces destroyed 1,882 shelters, 
eight arms depots, and 26 military commands, including 
one headquarters of the Pol Pot forces. 
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In close coordination with the Armed Forces of Battam- 
bang Province, the communique says, the military units 
in Baneay Meanchey Province (some 300 km northwest 
of Phnom Penh) launched military operations along the 
country’s western border. They wiped out 108 Khmer 
reactionaries, captured 9 others, seized 16 firearms, and 
razed to the ground 536 shelters of the enemy. 


During an operation at Boeng Krasa, Battambang Prov- 
ince, the communique continues, the Revolutionary 
Army wiped out 49 enemy troops, captured four and 
forced 17 others to surrender. They seized 23 weapons 
and seven tons of rice, and destroyed 10 shelters of the 
enemy. 


The communique further says that in another operation 
at Phnum Khcho and Toek Sok areas, same province, 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces put out of action 72 
enemy troops, seized 21 firearms and destroyed (?five) 
depots housing some 2,000 tons of ammunition. 


Additional 700 Immobilized 
BK0308 134789 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1300 GMT ? Aug 89 


[Text] In the week from 26 July to | August 1989 the 
enemies continued to fire all types of salvos on a number 
of points along the borderline of our motherland, espe- 
cially in Pursat, Battambang, Banteay Meanchey, and 
Sitm Reap-Oddar Meanchey. On average, they fired 
from 600 to 800 rounds a day. 


During the same period, our Armed Forces actively 
launched interdiction and seek-and-destroy operations 
against the three groups of bandits, inflicting serious 
defeats and heavy losses on them. During this week, we 
put out of action more than 700 enemy soldiers, includ- 
ing 683 killed on the battlefields, 6 captured in action, 
and 12 forced to surrender. At the same time, we seized 
80 assorted weapons, | walkie-talkie, and some war 
materiel. 


Ranariddh Interviewed on Paris Conference 
BK0408 121389 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 4 Aug 89 


{Interview with Prince Norodom Ranariddh, personal 
envoy of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk in Cambodia and 
Asia and commander in chief of the Sihanoukist 
National Army (ANS), by station correspondent—date 
and place not given; recorded] 


[Text] [Correspondent] | am a VOK correspondent. 
Greetings to your royal highness, representative of Sam- 
dech Norodom Sihanouk in Cambodia and Asia and 
commander in chief of the ANS. Would you review 
outcome of the preliminary session of the just-concluded 
3-day Paris International Conference on Cambodia. 
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{[Ranariddh] The Paris International Conference on 
Cambodia, after the 3-day session, as you just said, has 
unanimously agreed that a well-balanced, rational, and 
comprehensive settlement should be arrived at for the 
Cambodian problem. This means that the withdrawal of 
foreign troops—or in another words the Vietnamese 
forces—must be done undcr the strict control and super- 
vision of an international control mechanism and that 
independence, territorial integrity, and neutrality must 
be returned to Cambodia to promote a national recon- 
ciliation among all the Cambodian parties. This is a 
common success because it was the very first time, after 
the existence of the longstanding so-called Cambodian 
problem created by Vietnam, that the countries, super- 
powers, and other states concerned gathered together 
within the framework of an international conference to 
meet and achieve the aforesaid settlement. 


I am very delighted indeed with this result, because 
previously both Vietnam and the Phnom Penh regime 
categorically reyected the United Nations on the ground 
that the latter was not a just and impartial body. For this 
reason, they dismissed the UN role in sending its control 
mechanism ito Cambodia to verify the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops as well as maintain security in Cam- 
bodia. However, Hun Sen himself yesterday said he 
would allow the UN to dispatch a special fact-finding 
team to Cambodia to find out, if a UN control mecha- 
nism were sent to Cambodia, how much and what kinds 
of supplies will be needed and so on. In sum, this was the 
first time that Hun Sen positively responded to our 
resistance forces’ wish as well as that of the international 
community which has earnestly demanded that the inter- 
national control mechanism be within the UN frame- 
work. Both Vietnam and Hun Sen were previously 
opposed to this initiative, but now they have allowed a 
UN mission to be sent to Cambodia. As such, I hope that 
Hun Sen will not deceive the UN secretary general as well 
as the United Nations and national and international 
opinion, and he will accept an international control 
mechanism within the UN framework. This is the brief 
account of the significant outcome gained in the first 
phase of the International Conference on Cambodia. 


[Correspondent] Vietnam and the Hun Sen regime used to 
reject a comprehensive political solution to the Cambo- 
dian problem, such as the formation of a provisional 
quadripartite Cambodian coalition government. Now, 
have they agreed with the objectives of the Paris confer- 
ence? 


[Ranariddh] | would like to make clear that Hun Sen’s 
Vietnamese-backed regime still insists on having only two 
contending Cambodian parties. He—now considering 
himself as an equal of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, our 
Samdech Euv—always, with his insistence on the two 
opposing Cambodian parties, rejects the concept of a 
quadripartite coalition. However, thanks to our Samdech 
Euv’s skillful thinking, although his claim of having only 
two contending Cambodian parties, Hun Sen, in fact, 
already agreed to sit with our tripartite movement within 
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the common framework called Cambodia. This is the first 
step toward a national reconciliation among the Cambo- 
dian parties, thereby establishing a quadripartite Cambo- 
dian government. | wish to clearly point out that if we 
listen to the speeches made by delegates of the countries 
and superpowers attending the conference, we can see that 
those speeches contained two common points: 


1. The most strict and efficient verification of the 
Vietnamese troop withdrawal must be implemented 
within the UN framework. 

2. A provisional quadripartite coalition government 
headed by Samdech Preah Norodom Sihanouk must be 
formed in Cambodia. 


The Soviet Union, in its speech, did not dismiss this 
initiative. We noted that, in his speech, Soviet Foreign 
Minister Shevardnadze did not even recall Pol Pot’s 
name. As such, so far the deadlock of a national recon- 
ciliation falls on Vietnam and Hun Sen’s regime. To my 
knowledge, the international community—including the 
superpowers which have their representatives at the 
international conference on Cambodia—have already 
found a common agreement. So, we hope that now a 
comprehensive settlement of the so-called Cambodian 
problem will make headway in the next 20 days. We do 
not expect a definitive settlement of the problem but we 
will have at least some satisfactory results, if Hun Sen, 
with some sense of responsibility for history and toward 
national and international opinion, agrees to adopt an 
appropriate position by joining all the Cambodian par- 
ties in a four-party coalition government of national 
reconciliation headed by our Samdech Euv and allows 
the Cambodian people to freely cast their votes to choose 
a political regime as well as a government and a national 
assembly by themselves. 


In sum, Vietnam and Hun Sen must be held responsible 
for the remaining stumbling block to the Cambodian 
problem. However, to my knowledge, if pressure from 
the international community and the Cambodian people 
inside the country continues, the conference will proba- 
bly be able to achieve an inter-Cambodian national 
reconciliation before the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops from Cambodia under the strict and efficient 
control and supervision of the United Nations. 


[Correspondent] Before concluding our interview, does 
Your Highness have any suggestions to make for our 
people so that they can adopt a correct and equitable 
stance on the settlement of the Cambodian problem. 


{[Ranariddh] Dear compatriots and clergy residing in 
Cambodia. All of you have great hopes for the successful 
outcome of the Paris international conference on Cam- 
bodia. As I said before, the Hun Sen regime and Viet- 
nam, after 10 or 11 years of aggression against Cambo- 
dia, agreed at last to sit at the negotiating table together 
with us. This come from the great deeds and feats 
performed by the patriotic fighters within the tripartite 
resistance movement. This is also a significant success 


FBIS-EAS-89-150 
7 August 1989 


scored by the Cambodian people who have been strug- 
gling for over 10 years now to show national and 
international opinion that they categorically reject Viet- 
nam’s colonialism. Availing myself of this opportunity, I 
wish to express profound and endless gratitude to ali the 
Cambodian patriots. 


At the time when the negotiations are going on, I urge all 
of you not to be self-complacent. To win the final success 
for the sake of Cambodia’s interest, all of you should 
continue to struggle against the Vietnamese forces even 
if they have already made known their intention to 
withdraw. Pressure should be further put on the puppet 
regime on the battlefield, because only this coercion can 
be a decisive and vital factor to expedite the interna- 
tional conference toward achieving a definitive success. 
In my opinion, if we continue to put pressure on them 
inside the country simultaneously with the pressure 
being exerted by the international community within the 
framework of the international conference, though the 
Soviet Union itself can no longer continue its policy of 
supporting Vietnam and Hun Sen’s regime, I do believe 
that both Vietnam and the Hun Sen regime will one day 
agree to settle the Cambodian problem. 


I wish also to take this opportunity to inform all the 
compatriots living in refugee camps that His Excellency 
Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila, representative of the 
Kingdom of Thailand at the Paris international confer- 
ence while expressing his view said Thailand will not 
urge or force our compatriots enjoying shelter on its 
territory to return to Cambodia unless a comprehensive 
and definitive political settlement of the Cambodian 
problem is reached. Definitively settling the Cambodian 
problem means that Vietnam must withdraw as prom- 
ised all its troops from Cambodia under an international 
contr>l and supervision and that a government of 
national reconciliation will be formed in Cambodia, 
thereby restoring full tranquility and peace in Cambodia 
before sending or inviting Cambodian refugees to return 
to the country. Therefore, the rumor disseminated by 
Hun Sen that the Thai government had agreed to send 
the Cambodian refugees back to Cambodia is not true in 
the least. The Thai government unequivocally reaf- 
firmed its stance that a return of the Cambodian 

living in camps located along the border in Thailand will 
only be done on the basis of voluntary repatriation and 
after achieving a comprehensive and definitive settle- 
ment of the Cambodian problem. 


[Correspondent] I would like to thank Your Highness, 
Samdech Euv’s personal representative and commander 
in chief of the ANS, for explaining the outcome achieved 
in the first phase of the just-ended international confer- 
ence on Cambodia. 


Indonesia 


Alatas Returns From Paris Conference 
BK0708014089 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0000 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] The United Nations has requested that Indonesia 
send a representative who has knowledge of resolving the 
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problems of [word indistinct] to be included as a mem- 
ber of the UN fact-finding team in Cambodia. Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas said this when he returned to Jakarta 
last night [6 August] after leading the Indonesian dele- 
gation to the International Conference on Cambodia in 
Paris. 


He clarified that the UN fact-finding team, which will be 
led by a military adviser appointed by the UN secretary 
general, is a preliminary mission that is only technical in 
nature and will not be involved in resolving political 
problems. The formulation of a UN technical team was 
one of the decisions made at the opening of the Interna- 
tional Conference on Cambodia based on the proposal 
by UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar. 


Comments on *s U.S. Base Offer 
BK0708090889 Jakarta ANTARA in English 
0809 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] Jakarta, Aug 7 (OANA-ANTARA)—Indonesia is 
still waiting for further explanation on Singapore’s offer 
to host United States military facilities, Foreign Minister 
Ali Alatas said upon his arrival [words indistinct]. 


Singapore State Minister for Foreign Affairs George Yeo 
last Friday [4 August] told members of Parliament both 
the United States and Singapore Governments agreed 
that the tiny island republic could not possibly provide 
the space and strategic location for Clark Air Base and 
the Subic Bay naval complex. 


A political observer here has expressed his fear that the 
Singapore’s offer was not in line with the ASEAN effort 
to create a balance of power in this region through the 
concept of a zone of freedom, peace, and neutrality 
(ZOPFAN). 


However, upon his arriva! from attending the interna- 
tional conference on kampuchea (ICK) in Paris, Minister 
Alatas said that Singapore had stressed that the United 
States was merely sending a “survey team without com- 
mitment”. 


Indonesia, along with the other members of the Associ- 
ation of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), had already 
been informed of the move by Singapore, he said without 
saying when it was communicated. 


“Singapore then stated its continued support to (ASE- 
AN’s) zone of peace, freedom, and neutrality concept 
and also stressed that it would pay attention the views of 
ASEAN members,” he said. 


In this context, he went on, Indonesia is taking a wait- 
and-see stance on Singapore's offer. 


“Clearly everything is still preliminary. That’s all I can 
say at this stage,” he insisted. 
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Adopts Cautious Attitude 
BK0708012089 Hong Kong AFP in English 1855 GMT 
6 Aug 89 


[Text] Jakarta, Aug 6 (AFP)—Foreign Minister Ali Ala- 
tas said Sunday Indonesia was taking a wait-and-see 
stance on Singapore’s offer to host U.S. military facili- 
ties. 


“Let’s see what happens first,” Mr. Alatas said. “Clearly 
everything is still preliminary. That’s all I can say at this 
stage.” 


He told reporters at the airport on his return from a trip 
abroad that Singapore had stressed that the United 
States was merely sending a “survey team without com- 
mitment.” 


Indonesia along with the other members of the Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) had already 
been informed of the move by Singapore, he said without 
saying when it was communicated. 


“Singapore then stated its continued support to (ASE- 
AN’s) zone of peace, freedom and neutrality concept and 
also stressed that it would pay attention the views of 
ASEAN members,” he said. 


ASEAN also includes Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
and Thailand. 


Thailand and the Philippines have welcomed the Singa- 
pore offer for expanded access to facilities for U.S. 
military forces, made public Friday by Singapore’s min- 
ister of state for foreign affairs, Brigadier General 
George Yeo. 


The Philippines currently hosts the two largest U.S. 
overseas military facilities, Clark Air Base and Subic 
Naval Base. 


Alatas Asks Kuwait To Maintain OPEC Quota 
BK0708064289 Hong Kong AFP in English 2024 GMT 
6 Aug 89 


[Text] Jakarta, Aug 6 (AFP)}—Indonesia has stressed to 
Kuwait the need for all members of the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to observe their 
respective production quotas, Foreign Minister Ali Ala- 
tas said Sunday. 


“I explained clearly (to Kuwait) that Indonesia has a 
strong interest that all members abide by their quota 
commitments in order to maintain stability (of interna- 
tional oil prices), Mr. Alatas said on his return from a 
two-day visit to Kuwait. 


“Kuwait accepted it,” he told reporters. 
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The Paris-based International Energy Agency said last 
week that Kuwait was ing at a rate of 1.8 million 
barrels of crude oil a day in July, well above its OPEC 
quota of 1.093 million barrels. 


Mr. Alatas met with the emir of Kuwait, Shayikh Jabir 
al-Ahmad al-Sabah, and his Kuwaiti counterpart Shay- 
ikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah during his visit. 


tions for the upcoming summit of the Non-Aligned 
Movement in Belgrade in September. 


Construction of Army Training Center Begins 
BK0608 1 14289 Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
30 Jul 89 p 1 


[Excerpts] Jakarta, KOMPAS—The ability of ABRI 
[Indonesian Armed Forces] to protect and safeguard the 
country’s territory will be further enhanced with the 
inauguration of the first construction phase of the Army 
ground training center at Baturaja, 250 km south of 
Palembang, South Sumatera, on Saturday [29 July]. The 
training center, inaugurated by Army Chief of Staff 
General Edi Sudrajat, when fully completed, will be the 
largest in Asia. 


Meanwhile, Air Force Chief of Staff Marshall Utomo 
said that some Air Force pilots and technicians are 
preparing themselves for the arrival of a squadron of 
F-16 fighter-bombers from the United States. [passage 
omitted] 


The first construction phase of the new center at Batu- 
raja, Ogan Komering Ulu District, consists of a combat 
training detachment and training field for a battalion- 
level force. The 43,000-hectare military facility, which 
will have its own air base, will eventually be developed 
into the largest Army ground training center in Asia. 


Speaking in his capacity as director of the project, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Suparman, commander of the Combat 
Engineering Battalion of the Sriwijaya Regional Military 
Command, said that the completed first construction 
phase included offices, barracks, warehouses, workshops, 
kitchens, electricity and water utilities, and communica- 
tions facilities. The construction of a 34.8-km shortcut 
road and defensive bunkers for simulated attack exercises 
has also been completed. [passage omitted] 


Laos 


PASASON Comments on Paris Conference 
BK0508093589 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[PASASON article: ““New Step in Process of Settlement 
of Cambodian Problem”—date not given] 


[Text] The International Conference on Cambodia— 
which was held in Paris, capital of the French Republic, 
on 30 July last—was an event of historic significance in 
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Oo presen of tn exttiomnens of he Combation petion. 


seeking means to settle the 


the Kingdom of Thailand; the joint statement dated 5 
April 1989 issued by the Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic [LPDR], the SRV, and the State of Cambodia 

total withdrawal of the Vietnamese volunteer 
troops from Cambodia; and the consultative meetings 
held between leaders of various countries to basically 
discuss the Cambodia issue. All these have been 
recorded in the continual process of efforts to seek 


beneficial to the various Cambodian parties concerned, 
on the basis of the respect of the national fundamental 
rights, the rights to self-determination, and the achieve- 
ment of the national reconciliation. Our Lao delegation 
is convinced that this conference will greatly and wor- 
thily contribute to comprehensively settling the Cambo- 


dian problem. 


The current situation and conditions are most favorable 
for the settlement of the Cambodian problem, in partic- 
ular the various proposals and concrete steps taken by 
the Governments of the State of Cambodia and the SRV 

‘jave shown their good intentions by making the 

-ant decision on the withdrawal of all Vietnamese 
vuiunteer troops from Cambodia with a view to speeding 
up the process of the settlement of the Cambodian 
problem. With regard to the internal aspect of the 
Cambodia issue, it is necessary to accept the main 
points, such as the regulations on neutra'ity and non- 
alignment of Cambodia, the prevention of . ie genocidal 
Pol Pot regime from returning to power, anJ the rights to 
self-determination of the Cambodian people. It is certain 
that on the path leading to the comprehensive settlement 
of the problem, there remain many difficulties. How- 
ever, those difficulties are not characterized by unsolv- 
ability. It is beneficial to review the agreements reached 
in the JIM | and JiM 2 as well as other agreements 
reached between various countries or various parties 
concerned, because they are the great fruits resulting 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


from the intensified efforts marked by the political 
intentions and the spirit of compromises. Any effort 
aimed at sabotaging the fruits will only obstruct the 
success of this conference. 


For the correct and just interests of the Cambodian people 
and the nations in the region and the world, it is necessary 
for the international community to resort to using concrete 
measures to prevent the genocidal Pol Pot clique from 
returning to power again. The measures must be taken 
along with the halt to military assistance to the clique, the 
disarming of its forces, the dismantling of all its arms 
depots, the banning of the control and restriction on the 
Cambodian refugees, and the putting of principal crimi- 
nals into trials in n internatioral tribunal. 


To suitably contribute to settling the internal aspect of 
the Cambodian problem and to the achieving the 
national reconciliation, the LPDR deems it necessary io 
urgently implement a cease-fire in Cambodia, support 
the statements of the delegation of the State of Cambo- 
dia and of other delegations which call on various 
Cambodian factions to observe the cease-fire prior to the 
withdrawal of all Vietnamese volunteer troops, support 
all consistent proposals for the establishment of an 
international control and supervision mechanism to 
prevent a return to power by the genocidal Pol Pot clique 
and to inspect the withdrawal of foreign troops from 
Cambodia, the cessation of military assistance to the 
various Cambodian factions and foreign interference, 
the observance of the cease-fire, the return of the refu- 
gees to the country, and to supervise the organizing of 
general elections on the basis of the respect for the 
Cambodian people’s independence, sovereignty, and 
rights to self-determination and on the basis of the 
principle of unanimity. 


The LPDR has stated on many occasions that the 
political settlement of the Cambodian problem is a great 
contribution to building Southeast Asia into a region of 
peace, neutrality, friendship. and cooperation. At the 
same time, the turuing of Southeast Asia into the said 
region will create favorable conditions for the political 
settlement of the Cambodian problem. The statement on 
permanent neutrality of the State of Cambodia serves 
the said aspirations, and to realize those aspirations, the 
international community is invited to adhere to the 
following principles: 


1. Respect for every country’s independence, sover- 
eignty, and territorial integrity; respect for the maritime 
waters, the privileged economic zones and seabeds of all 
coastal countries. 

2. Refrain from interfering in each other’s internal 
affairs and from threatening to use force in mutual 
relations. 

3. Refrain from involving or participating in military 
alliance with countries inside or outside of the region 
and from using the territory of one’s country or third 
countries to oppose other countries. 
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4. Settle all international mishaps and conflicts through 
peaceful means. 

5. Promote effective cooperation on the basis of equality 
and mutual interests. 


All these principles are compatible with the 1955 Band- 
ung principles, the 1971 principles on the establishment 
of a zone of peace, freedom, and neutrality, the princi- 
ples of the 1976 Bali treaty, the proposal put forth by the 
Lao delegation at the JIM |, the UN Charter, and the 


objectives and principles of the Nonaligned Movement. 


The LPDR is ready to do its utmost to achieve the lofty 
objectives of the settlement of the Cambodian problem. 
It fully supports the permanent neutrality of the State of 
Cambodia, which was approved by the Cambodian 
National Assembly on 20 July this year. It is also 
required that all countries concerned respect and recog- 
nize the said neutrality which stems from the aspirations 
of the Cambodian people. 


The Cambodian people, under the leadership of the 
government of the State of Cambodia and with the 
assistance of the Vietnamese volunteer troops, have 
carried out a protracted struggle and have thus freed 
themselves from the yoke of the genocidal Pol Pot 
regime. Leading the Land of Angkor to usher into a new 
era for more than a decade, the Cambodian people have 
surmounted various diificulties in performing their 
duties to restore their country and do away with the 
vestiges of the war and of the genocidal Pol Pot regime. 
Following the defense and reconstruction of the country, 
the State of Cambodia has been consolidated and 
strengthened and the people’s spiritual and material life 
has been improved with each passing day. 


The settlement of the Cambodian problem through polit- 
ical means is now ripe. It is, therefore, required that all 
countries concerned take the responsibility together to 
move to achieve success in the process of the settlement 
of the Cambodian problem and meet the lofty objectives 
of the Paris conference on this occasion to serve the 
aspirations for peace of the Cambodian people as well as 
in the interest of peace, stability, and cooperation in 
Southeast Asia and the rest of the world. 


Party Delegation Returns From Cambodia 
BK0608084789 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Text] Yesterday afternoon, a delegation of the Foreign 
Relations Committee of the Lao People’s Revolutionary 
Party [LPRP] Central Committee led by Comrade 
Thongsavat Khaikhamphithoun, member of the LPRP 
Central Committee and first deputy chief of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, returned to Vientiane from the 
State of Cambodia after ending a |-week visit. 
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During the visit, the delegation met and exchanged 
lessons with the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Party Central 
Committee with a view to promoting cooperation. 


The delegation was welcomed at Wattai Airport by 
Comrade Souban Salitthilat, deputy chief of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, and Comrade Long Kem, ambas- 
sador of the State of Cambodia to the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, along with a number of cadres 
concerned. 


Sisevat Keobounphan Returns From Bangkok 
BK070803 1089 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] On Saturday [5 August], the delegation of the 
Lao-Thai cooperation committee led by Sisavat 
Keobounphan, chairman of the said committee, 
returned to the capital of Vientiane after a working visit 
to Bangkok of the Kingdom of Thailand. During its 
4-day stay in the Kingdom of Thailand, the delegation 
attended the first meeting between the Lao-Thai and 
Thai-Lao cooperation committees and called on the 
Bangkok governor. The delegation aiso visited Chula- 
longkon and Sokhothai Universities, the Thai-Danish 
dairy farm, and Khon Kaen University. 


Greeting the delegation upon its arrival at Tha Deua 
border checkpoint were Oudom Khatthi-gna. Political 
Bureau alternative member of the party Central Com- 
mittee and head of the party Central Committee organi- 
zation board, and a number of cadres concerned. 


Mrs Prathuang Rotphrom, charge d'affaires ad interim 
of the Kingdom of Thailand to Laos, was also present to 
welcome home the delegation. 


Thai Firm Aids in U Border Checkpoint 
BK0508 104989 Vientiane KPL in English 0939 GMT 
5 Aug 89 


[Text] Vientiane, August 5 (KPL)}—Lady Suwanni, the 
directress of a Thai company, registered in Laos, on 
August 4, presented a check worth 25 million kip to be 
used in upgrading the Tha Deua border check point in 
Hatsaifong District, Vientiane Prefecture. 


The sum of money was handed over to Khamsai Souph- 
anouvong, first deputy minister of economy, planning 
and finance by Sarot Singsombun on behalf of Lady 
Suwanni. The Thai businesswoman has invested in the 
joint Lao-Tha: Development Bank. 


UN Food Agency Presents Seeds to Provinces 
BK0508111589 Vientiane KPL in Engl'sh 0935 GMT 
5 Aug 89 


[Text] Vientiane, August 5 (OANA-KPL)—The Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has presented seeds 
to provinces of Khammouane,. Savannakhet and Cham- 
passak. The seeds include 360 [metric] tons of rice seeds, 
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5 tons of maize seeds and 3.5 tons of bean seeds. The 
hand-over ceremony took place here on August 2 with 
the participation of representatives of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry and of the FAO. 


The central Khammouane receives 80 tons of rice, one 
ton of maize, 0.5 ton of beans [seeds]. The southern 
Savannakhet benefits 150 tons of rice, 2.5 tons of maize 
and one ton of beans, and the southern Champassak 100 
tons of rice, 1.5 tons of maize and 0.5 ton of bean. 
[figures as received] 


The seeds are for the 1989-90 dry and rainy season crops. 
So far, 9.5 tons of rice seeds have reached Savannakhet. 


Philippines 


National Security Council Discusses Bases Issue 
HK0708 121989 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 in English 
1100 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] The U.S. military bases in the Philippines and 
other major issues topped the agenda of today’s National 
Security Council [NSC] meeting. Vice President Salva- 
dor Laurel attended the NSC meeting convened for the 
first time since President Aquino took office. 


Laurel and Mrs Aquino shook hand before the meeting 
got under way at Malacanang at 2:30 pm. 


Also in attendance were Executive Secretary Catalino 
Macaraig, National Security Director Rafael Ileto, 
Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos, and Justice Secretary 
Sedfrey Ordonez. Also present were Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Raul Manglapus, Labor Secretary Franklin 
Drilon, Local Governments Secretary Luis Santos, and 
Armed Forces of the Philippines chief General Renato 
de Villa. 


Further on NSC Meeting 
HK0708 122189 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 
in English 1200 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] The National Security Council this afternoon 
discussed a wide range of domestic and foreign issues 
affec’ing national security. The meeting particularly 
focused on the RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U-S. 
relations and the Palestine question. The council noted 
the need for the early resolution of the U.S. bases issue 
and decided to find alternative uses of the American 
military facilities as well as the modernization of the 
AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines]. 


On the Palestine question the council agreed to adopt a 
position that is consistent with the Philippine policy in 
the United Nations. 


The National Security Council also discussed the idea of 
convening of the Council of State to enable various 
sectors to present their views and sentiments on the 
country’s problems. 
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Comments on Singapore Offer 
HK0708123589 Hong Kong AFP in English 1119 GMT 
7 Aug 89 


[Text] Mamila, Aug 7 (AFP)}—President Corazon Aquino 
met vith security advisers Monday to discuss the future 
of U.S. military bases in the Philippines and Singapore’s 
offer of expanded U.S. military access to its facilities, 
officials said. 


Earlier, the foreign office announced that Mrs. Aquino 
would visit Washington on November 8 for talks with 
U.S. President George Bush that were expected to deal 
with the future of Clark Air Base and Subic Naval Base. 


The Philippines National Security Council has examined 
Manila’s security arrangement with Washington, includ- 
ing the 1947 bases agreement which expires in Septem- 
ber 1991, the council’s chairman, Rafael Ileto, told 
reporters. 


Singapore’s offer of expanded U.S. military access to the 
island republic’s facilities will have an “interesting effect 
on our position,” Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus 
said. 


(Last week, Singapore’s Foreign Affairs Minister Briga- 
dier General George Yeo made the offer in parliament 
“to make it easier for the Philippines to continue to host 
the U.S. bases”’.) 


The security council “noted the need for the early 
resolution of the bases issue and decided to speed up the 
completion of plans for the alternative uses of U.S. 
military facilities as well as the modernization of the 
armed forces,” Mr. Ileto said. 


Mrs. Aquino, who has said she wanied to keep her 
options open on the issue until 1991, has ordered a study 
on other uses for the facilities in the event of a partial or 
total U.S. withdrawal. 


The advisory body includes the rightwing opposition 
leader, Vice President Salvador Laurel, as well as several 
cabinet members and the armed forces chief. 


It was the first time it had been convened since Mrs. 
Aquino came to power in 1986. 


Mr. Manglapus said Singapore’s offer on the bases “‘is a 
new reality with which we must deal in evaluating our 
position.” 


He told reporters he did not think the offer was a bluff by 
Singapore, which had earlier expressed its support for 
continued U.S. military presence in the region. 


“| think they’re serious because they notified us formally 
about it,”’ he said. “They also told us that they notified 
the other governments.” 
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Mr. Ileto said the offer “makes it easier for us to analyze 
that maybe we are not an isolated country, that there are 
other countries willing to help to support this thing.” 


The Philippine political left, which includes a serious 
communist-led insurgency, has been calling for the 
immediate dismantling of the facilities, saying they 
infringed on Manila’s sovereignty and were magnets for 
Soviet nuclear attack. 


Meanwhile, three U.S. congressional delegations were 
scheduled to visit the Philippines later this month, the 
U.S. Embassy here said Monday. 


The first delegation, led by Representative Patricia 
Schroeder, will visit Manila along with the Clark and 
Subic bases during August 10-12, the embassy in state- 
ment said. 


Resolution on Termination Filed 
HK0708074589 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 7 Aug 89 pp 1, 6 


{By Beth Pango and Gerry Lirio] 


[Text] A group of congressmen urged President Aquino 
to immediately serve a notice of termination of the RP 
{Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases Agree- 
ment (MBA) to make sure that the U.S. does not con- 
tinue using the bases after the agreement expires in 
September 1991. 


The so-called “‘Progressive Bloc” in the House of Rep- 
resentatives led by Rep. Bonifacio Giilego (NUCD 
{National Union of Christian Democrats], Sorsogon) on 
Friday filed a resolution asking Ms. Aquino to serve the 
notice of termination, even as Singapore agreed to host 
U.S. military facilities. 


The bases issue is expected to be on the agenda of the 
meeting of the National Security Council (NSC) today. 


The NSC, which serves as the nation’s highest policy- 
making body on security matters, is being convened for 
the first time since it was created on Dec. 24, 1986. 


The council is headed by the President, with several 
Cabinet members, the Armed Forces chief of staff and 
the national security director as member. 


Vice President Salvador Laurel is expected to attend the 
meeting as an ex officio member of the NSC as well as 
the opposition’s representative after Ms. Aquino turned 
down his proposal to designate Senate Majority Floor 
Leader Juan Ponce Enrile as a council member. 


In their resolution, the members of the “Progressive 
Bloc” said Ms. Aquino should serve the notice of termi- 
nation ahead of the MBA's expiration since a delay 
would be “tantamount to an extension.” The agreement 
requires one year’s notice before it can be terminated. 
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Gillego said his group supports Ms. Aquino’s policy 
declaration made on Nov. 2, 1988 that unless a new 
treaty is concluded and ratified by the two countries’ 
legislatures, the continued presence of the bases would 
constitute a violation of the Constitution. 


The Constitution states that after the MBA expires in 
1991, foreign military facilities will not be allowed in the 
country. However, Congress can ratify a treaty allowing 
other countries to maintain military bases, which must 
be approved by the people in referendum. 


“We hope the House leadership will give (the resolution) 
priority because if we fail to act on this matter, we might 
allow the extension (of the MBA) by default,”’ Gillego 
said. 


The bloc’s resolution is the third of its kind filed in the 
House. The two earlier resolutions were not passed. 


In today’s meeting, the NSC will tackle a number of 
issues, including the population and environmental 
problems, NSC Director Rafael Ileto said. 


The military bases agreement would “‘most probably” be 
discussed, he said. 


Ileto also discussed speculations that the NSC would be 
“inutile and unwieldy” since Laurel would put forward 
ideas contradicting the administration’s policy on every 
conceivable issue. 


He said Ms. Aquino could overrule even the majority of 
the council members since “the buck stops on her desk.” 


Aside from Ms. Aquino, Laurel and Ileto, other NSC 
members are Executive Secretary Catalino Macaraig, 
Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos, Justice Secretary 
Sedfrey Ordorez, Foreign Secretary Raul S. Manglapus, 
Labor Secretary Franklin Drilon, Local Government 
Secretary Luis Santos and Gen. Renato de Villa. 


U.S. Senate Approval of Bases Seen as Condition 
HK0708070789 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 7 Aug 89 pp I, 6 


[By staffmember Lito Zulueta] 


[Text] The Philippine Government is considering raising 
as a condition for any new treaty on the U.S. military 
facilities that the agreement be ratified as well by the 
American senate, Ambassador to the U.S. Emmanuel 
Pelaez said yesterday. 


Such an arrangement would ensure that the United 
States fulfills the terms of the accord, especially on 
compensation, regardless of the position of American 
lawmakers at any one time, Pelaez said. 
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The 1986 Philippine Constitution requires the concur- 
rence of the Senate in any treaty that will extend the stay 
of the U.S. military facilities here. Under previous 
constitutions, the treaty required only the ratification of 
the presidents of both countries. 


But no such concurrence is required from the U.S. 
Senate, resulting often in an American president having 
difficulty with such issues as compensation because it 
must go through the U.S. legislature first. 


The Philippines is going by the principle of “parity” in 
the possibility that it raises such a condition in the bases 
negotiations, Pelaez told the CHRONICLE. 


President Aquino has said that she would initiate talks 
on the bases before the year ends, although Pelaez 
pointed out that the Government still has to find out “if 
the Americans want to negotiate.” 


He explained that the Americans are not pressing the 
issue at present in as much as the President has main- 
tained an “options-open” policy on the facilities. 


“Neither side is pressing the issue,” the ambassador said. 
“Both sides are not prepared.” 


The President will convene today the National Security 
Council (NSC) apparently to discuss the bases issue and 
for her to come up with a more concrete policy on the 
U.S. bases. 


Pelaez, who is in town to help arrange the President's 
schedule for her second U.S. visit, explained that the 
Constitution mandates that after the expiration of the 
revised Military Bases Agreement [MBA] on 1991, for- 
eign military bases, troops or facilities shall not be 
allowed in the Philippines except under a treaty con- 
curred in by the Senate and, when Congress so requires, 
ratified by a plebiscite. 


He pointed out that the Constitution states that the 
treaty should be “recognized” as such by the “other 
contracting State.” 


“The feeling here is that there should be parity and that 
the treaty should also be approved by the U.S. Senate so 
that the obligation may be shared by both the American 
executive and legislative departments,” Pelaez said. 


He added that if the treaty were to be concurred in by the 
senates of both countries, it would be “ta very strong 


agreement.” 


He said that the present accord, especially in the matter 
of compensation, was on a “best efforts basis” on the 
part of the U.S. executive department. 
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American compensation for the bases here has to be 
approved by the U.S. Congress which has, like the 
Philippine system of government, the power to appro- 
priate and decrease or increase the budget proposed by 
the White House. 


This was illustrated in the MBA review last year that saw 
the Philippine panel headed by Foreign Secretary Raul 
Manglapus demanding $1 billion in “rentals”. But the 
American panel could only refer to the U.S. deficit that 
could not accommodate the demand. 


The final revised document fell much short of that, with 
the U.S. enjoined merely to “develop” a “budget support 
program” for the Philippines wherein the U.S. would 
“propose rapid disbursement of a substantial portion of 
$248 million in Economic Support Fund [ESF]” for 
1988 and 1989 and “a substantial portion of the fiscal 
year 1990 ESF, in the anticipated amount of $160 
million.” 


The anticipated amount, moreover, may be “only appro- 
priated for the Philippines to assure continued progress 
in implementation of agreed on Philippine economic 
and administrative reforms.” 


With approval by the U.S. Senate, the American govern- 
ment will have to comply to the letter the stipulations of 
the treaty, especially regarding compensation. 


The ambassador stressed that the joint concurrence was 
merely a “Philippine interpretation” that had been con- 
sidered since the Constitutional Commission of 1986 
agreed on the land-mark Constitutional mandate on the 
expiration of the bases agreement. 


If ever negotiations on the fate of the bases pushed 
through, the Philippine panel would have to make the 
decision whether or not to demand the joint concur- 
rence, the ambassador said. 


“It’s very probable,” he told CHRONICLE about the 
proposal. 


But at present, the Philippines is not about to raise the 
suggestion, Pelaez said, citing that both countries had 
chosen to dodge the bases issue in the interest of diplo- 
macy. 


“It is not meritorious yet to discuss the bases issue,” the 
ambassador said. ““We have not yet reached that stage 
that we should discuss it.” 


He admitted, however, that the Executive department 
was firming up its position on the issue. 


Meanwhile, the NSC meeting today is expected to dis- 
cuss the bases concern. 
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National Security Director Rafael ileto, while not dis- 
closing the agenda for the meeting, said that the council 
might tackle issues on environment and population 
control, “and probably the bases issue.” 


in a talk with the CHRONICLE, lieto also brushed aside 
speculations that the council would be inutile and 
unwieldy with the presence of Vice President Salvador 
Laurel, who is now a leading oppositionist after breaking 
up with the Aquino Administration last year. 


Ileto stressed that the NSC remains a body at the 
disposal of the President who “could overrule the mem- 
bers of the council.” 


He added that the NSC could tackled issues of broad 
concerns, such as the bases and their alternative uses in 
case of an American withdrawal. 


But the council, he emphasized, is an advisory body to 
the President. 


“The buck stops on her desk,” he declared. 


Defense Secretary Ramos Favors Clark Pullout 
HK0708092389 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
GLOBE in English 7 Aug 89 pp 1, 6 


[Text] Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos said yesterday 
that a U.S. congressional proposal to pull U.S. forces out 
of Clark Air Base in Central Luzon was “very reason- 
able.” 


“I think the U.S. is being practical” in wanting to close 
down its operations at Clark, Ramos said, adding that 
this would be in ine with the “austerity program of the 
U.S. Defense Department.” 


He also said the “spirit of detente between the superpow- 
ers,’ would reduce the need for U.S. bases in the region, 
although he added that “while elephants make love, 
small ants like us may get crushed in the middle.” 


Ambassador to Washington Emmanuel Pelaez said in a 
cable to Malacanang earlier this week that a U.S. con- 
gressional mission would be arriving in Manila next 
week to “look into the possibility of pulling out some of 
the U.S. troops in the country in the next few years.” 


The cable quoted the mission’s head, Rep. John Murtha, 
as saying that Washington may scale down its military 
presence in the region and maintain just an air force in 
Japan and a naval presence in this country, which has 
been interpreted as meaning a pull-out from Clark. 


Murtha, head of the House subcommittee on defense 
appropriations, is to be accompanied by Reps. Dante 
Fascel, chairman of the House foreign affairs committee, 
and Patricia Schroeder, chairman of the House commit- 
tee on military installations and facilities. 
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The Philippines hosts Clark Air Base and Subic Naval 
Base, the largest U.S. military facilities abroad. Their 
lease ends in 1991, unless talks expected to begin later 
this year produce a new treaty. 


Left-wing and nationalist groups, backed by some ruling- 
coalition congressmen, have been clamoring for the 
expulsion of the U.S. bases but popular surveys indicate 
the majority of Filipinos back their retention. 


One compromise scenario that has been mentioned by 
U.S. officials calls for dismantling Clark and keeping 
Subic, which is considered the more vital facility, and 
which can absorb some of the air bases’ functions. 


Some aircraft based at Clark were transferred to Japan 
earlier this year. 


Ramos added that “improved military technology,” was 
making land-based weapon systems obsolete, making it 
easier to shut down Clark and move some of its facilities 
to Subic. 


However, he would no: comment on reports that Singa- 
pore was offering to host some U.S. facilities as part of a 
regional defense burden sharing scheme to encourage 
Manila to let the U.S. bases stay after 1991. 


Rep. Jose de Venecia asked President Aquino to convene 
the Legislative-Executive Bases Council formed under 
Joint Resolution No. | to consider fast-moving develop- 
ments on the bases issue, including the bases pullout, 
retention or partial withdrawal. 


Former Speaker Cornelio Villareal, chairman of the 
House foreign relations committee, and De Venecia said 
the Clark pullout is “now a definite option” and was 
anticipated by the committee in Joint Resolution No. 1, 
which provided for commercial conversion of the U.S. 
bases in the event of “partial or total U.S. withdrawal.” 


Aquino To Discuss Bases at November U:S. Visit 
HK050805 1889 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 5 Aug 89 


[Text] Singapore has announced today that it is prepared 
to host U.S. bases to ensure a continued U.S. presence in 
the region. Singapore’s Foreign Minister George Yeo 
said the move could make it easier for the Philippines to 
continue hosting bases in the country. 


Diplomats said Singapore’s offer could weaken the Phil- 
ippines’ position when informal bases talks begin in 
Washington in December. 


President Aquino is expected to talk about the bases with 
U.S. President Bush during a visit to Washington in 
November. 
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In a related development, Foreign Secretary Raul Mang- 
lapus announced that President Cory Aquino will visit 
Washington in November right before the Philippines 
and the United States start talks on the future of the U.S. 
bases. Manglapus did not disclose the president's 
agenda, but Department of Foreign Affairs officials say 
the United States has been anxious to begin the U.S. 
bases talks since the lease on the bases expires in 1991. 


The president has maintained her open options policy on 
the bases amid charges by members of Congress that she 
is inclined toward the extended stay of U.S. forces. 


Aquino To Visit Canada Before U.S. Trip 
HK0708085789 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 7 Aug 89 pp 1, 6 


[By Lito Zulueta] 


[Text] President Aquino will first visit Canada before 
proceeding to the United States for her state visit there, 
Emmanuel Pelaez, the ambassador to the U.S., told the 
CHRONICLE yesterday. 


Pelaez, in a telephone interview, said Mrs Aquino would 
be making the Canadian trip on invitation of Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney, whom she met in Paris during 
the bicentennial celebration of the French Revolution. 
They are expected to discuss mainly the improvement of 
trade relations between the countries. Canada ranks | 7th 
among the leading investor countries here. 


But Mrs Aquino is also expected to seek fresh assurances 
of support from Mulroney for the Philippines’ effort to 
reduce the country’s $28 billion foreign debt. Mulroney 
had joined French President Francois Mitterrand in 
assuring Mrs Aquino of support in debt-relief efforts. 
France and Canada are members of the G-7 [Group of 
Seven], which groups the world’s seven largest econo- 
mies. 


Bilateral trade with Canada totalled $167.8 million in 
1987. Exports that year were valued at $83.3 million 
while imports totalled $84.4 million, a deficit of a little 
more than $1 million. 


Mrs Aquino’s Canadian visit is expected to boost the 
already warm regard for her by Mulroney, who is said to 
admire her conservative approach to economic policies 
and her populist appeal. 


Mrs Aquino will stay in Canada for “‘about three days,” 
according to Pelaez, then fly to Washington D.C. for 
talks with President George Bush. . 


Pelaez said the meeting between Bush and Mrs Aquino 
would likely take place on Nov 9. No definite time frame 
has been set for the November U.S. visit but Pelaez said 
this will be shorter than the one Mrs Aquino made 
during the first year of her term. 
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Foreign Secretary Rauel Manglapus has said that the 
state visit would signal the start of exploratory talks on 
the future of American military facilities in the country, 
whose lease expire in 1991. 


Pelaez, who is in town to make arrangements for Mrs 
Aquino’s visit to North America, said the President 
would tour Ottawa, the Canadian capital, and Vancou- 
ver and Toronto where there are large concentrations of 
Filipino immigrants. 


The President will likely arrive in the U.S. capital on 
Nov 8 and meet Bush the next day, the ambassador 
added. 


With the Canadian visit, the President will fulfill an 
almost complete tour of the G-7 nations, except for 
Great Britain. 


The President visited the U.S. and Japan during her first 
year in office, Italy last year, and West Germany and 
France last month. 


Navy Chief on Solution to Malaysia Border Issue 
HK0708 130189 Quezon City Sports Radio 738 in English 
1100 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] The country’s border problems with Malaysia can 
only be resolved through diplomatic means. This is 
according to Philippine Navy Flag Officer in Command 
Carlito Cunanan. Cunanan is also optimistic that the 
recent talks between President Aquino and Malaysian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad will pave the way 
for the early solution of that problem. 


[Begin Cunanan recording] I believe that the solution to 
this cannot be done militarily. Rather, we have to do it 
through diplomatic means. [passage indistinct] I hope 
that the recent visit of the president to Brunei where she 
met Prime Minister Mahathir will be a good start. But 
definitely, it should be on the level of diplomacy. [end 
recording] 


Top Communist Leader Tiamzon Reported Captured 
HK0708053589 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0330 GMT 7 Aug 89 


[Text] Unconfirmed reports from Camp Aguinaldo and 
Camp Crame said that top communist leader Benito 
Tiamzon and his wife Vilma Ostrea were captured by the 
military 2 days ago and were being kept in an undis- 
closed place. Tiamzon is officer in charge of the central 
committee of the Communist Party of the Philippines 
[CPP]. Jose Maria Sison, chairman of the CPP-NPA 
[New People’s Army] has remained in exile in Europe. 
Tiamzon’s wife is reportedly a member of the powerful 
Central Committee. 
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Confession From ‘Spy’ Triggered CPP Purge 
HK0708080589 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 7 Aug 89 pp 1, 7 


[By Fe B. Zamora] 


[Text] A confession extracted through torture from a 
suspected military spy triggered off the bloody purge 
within the Communist Party of the Philippines [CPP] 
last year, captured rebel documents showed. 


The suspected spy, identified in the documents only as 
P——., confessed to the existence of an alleged military 
infiltration operation condenamed “‘Red Sox.” Arrested 
and tortured by rebel interrogators, P— blurted out a 
“long list” of alleged military spies within the commu- 
nist movement. 


His confession led to the arrest of many comrades 
deployed in Metro Manila and Southern Tagalog, 
according to the documents seized from communist 
leaders Satur Ocampo and Carolina Malay after their 
capture in Makati on July 27. 


The document, Panimulang Paglalagum: Mga Panguna- 
hing Aral sa OPTS [Initial Integration: Preliminary 
lessons On operation missing link] (April-November, 
1988), said P—’s confession spawned widespread panic 
among CPP leaders in Southern Luzon, resulting in a 
“witch-hunt,” torture and execution of an undetermined 
number of comrades suspected as spies. 


The document prepared last December by a special 
group of the CPP Central Committee described the 
purge as “isang ganap na kahibangan (sheer madness)” 
which almost “wrecked the entire party organization.” 


The document concluded that none of the suspects was 
proven to be a spy, explaining that none of the so-called 
“confessions” were cross-checked and verified from 
other sources. 


Another captured document, “‘Mahahala-gang Desisyon 
at Konkluson ng Pagrerepaso at Pagtatasa [Important 
decisions and conclusions on re-examination and inte- 
gration],” gave details on how one confessed spy was 
accused of setting up the ambush-slay of the labor leader 
Rolando Olalia by military men. 


Still another spy allegedly confessed to sabotaging the 
funeral march of Sen Jose Diokno and several rallies at 
the U.S. embassy by throwing pillboxes. 


According to the documents, P— revealed the existence 
of Red Sox in June 1988. P— was tagged a spy by a 
certain L— and S— who were arrested in the same 
month. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Rebel leaders stumbled upon Red Sox just after they 
decided “to resolve the mysterious incidents on secu- 
rity” following the arrest in late 1987 of CPP chairman 
Rodolfo Salas who was believed to have been tipped off 
by a comrade. 


In March, according to the documents, some cadres were 
assigned to “tail” those suspected of spying for the 
military. Then came the arrests. 


The first to be arrested was a certain M, who was 
described in the documents as “isang menor na person- 
alidad lamang na isinakripisyo ng kaaway [just a minor 
personality sacrificed to the enemy].”. L— and S— 
followed, and the P—. 


“Sa pamamagitan ng matinding pananakit at tortyur 
nakuha sa kanya (P—) ang higit pang mahabang lis- 
tahan ng mga impiltrador at mga detalyadong mga 
impormasyon daw tungkol sa Oplan Red Sox [Through 
intense pain and torture they were able to get a still 
longer list of infiltrators and more detailed information 
about operational plan red son],” the document stated. 


P— reportedly disclosed that Red Sox had four phases: 
recruitment, training and infiltration of organizations in 
the metropolis, seizing control of sensitive positions, 
widespread infiltration of the organizations in the rural 
areas, and widespread sabotage and execution of key 
personalities in the movement. 


The first wave of arrests during the purge came in July 
and August, the documents said. Most of the suspects 
came from Metro Manila but the documents did not say 
how many were arrested. 


The second wave came in September and October, the 
document said. Initially, it also said, the suspects were 
only placed under “preventive arrest.” 


“Nang dumami ang naaresto noong Ilulyo at Agosto, pi 
nahintulutan ang piling paggamit sa tortyur ... Noon 
Oktobre tuluyang lumarga ang paggamit ng tortyur 
{When more were arrested last July and August, selective 
use of torture was permitted. It was fully implemented in 
October],” the document stated. 


Among those tortured and executed as suspected spies 
were a certain MR1, a certain BRK and a certain BYK. 


According to the document, MRI was held responsible 
for the salvaging by the military of two comrades and the 
raid at a rebel safehouse in Fairview. 


Undcer torture, MR! admitted he was a member of 
CIA-AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] spy ring, 
and even named a AFP official as his case officer. MR! 
implicated several other comrades. 
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MRI was executed when the guerilla unit holding him 
figured in an encounter with the military. A review of his 
case, however, found all the charges baseless. 


BRK was implicated by MR1, and while there was no 
“prima facie” case against him, he was executed late last 


year. 


Under intense torture, BRK admitted that he sabotaged 
the funeral rally of Diokno and other rallies at the U.S. 
embassy. He implicated a certain LG and a nun, the 
documents showed. 


A long time suspected spy, BYK was implicated by a 
certain JC. Tortured and later executed, BYK allegedly 
admitted his role in “setting-up” Olalia for a military 
ambush. 


A document captured from rebel Josefino Segui on Nov. 
25, 1988, said about 40 cadres suspected of spying for 
the government had been executed, while ten were still 
detained. 


The Segui documents said a certain Ka (Comrade) 
Sandra, Ka Billy, Ka Raul, Ka Roy, Ka Rey, Ka Cube, all 
from the Southern Tagalog provinces, were executed for 
being deep penetration agents. 


A certain Brix, a certain Ping, a certain Eming, Lena, 
Glen, Margot, Ronnie, Mike, all from Metro Manila, 
were also executed for the same offense. 


Military authorities believe Eming and Lena are Efren 
Bonagua and Lani Mercado of Bayan [New Nationalist 
Alliance], while Ping is Pearl Abaya of the Philippine 
Alliance of Human Rights Associations. They disap- 
peared last year. 


Nine top cadres from Southern Luzon have been meted 
disciplinary action allegedly for carrying out the purge, 
another rebel document showed. 


The nine cadres were accused of using torture, overstep- 
ping their authority and violating the rights of comrades 
as party members and as human beings. 


The documents said the CPP Politburo decided to mete 
out punishment ranging from strong warning to outright 
dismissal from top party posts “‘to restore the integrity of 
the party” and win back the confidence of the mass 
members on the party leadership. 


Among those punished were Jose Luneta, Satur Ocampo, 
Carolina Malay, Miel Laurenaria, Noli de la Cruz, Gem- 
iniano Gualberto, and three others identified only as Ka 
Choy, Ka Kenny, and Ka Bager. 


Luneta was stripped of his membership in the Politburo 
and the Central Committee. He was also dismissed as 
head of the CPP Southern Luzon Commission. 
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Laurenaria was dismissed as Central Committee mem- 
ber and as head of the Southern Tagalog Regional Party 
Committee. Gaulberto and de la Cruz were kicked out 
from the leading party committee and the Melito Glor 
Command of the New People’s Army. 


The rest were given strong warnings and criticisms. 


The documents said the Politburo has decided to indem- 
nify all victims who were killed in the purge and reha- 
bilitate all those who survived. 


President Signs Mindanao Autonomy Act 
HK020803 1989 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 1 Aug 89 


[Text] President Corazon Aquino signed the organic act 
offering autonomy to Muslim Mindanao and immedi- 
ately called for a massive information campaign to 
prepare for its submission to a plebiscite in the proposed 
autonomous region. 


Mrs Aquino said after signing the act that the success of 
this undertaking will promote the peace and progress we 
all desire for our people in Mindanao and the rest of the 
Philippines. 


For his part, Moro National Liberation Front [MNLF] 
Spokesman Zain Jali strongly denounced the autonomy 
act. He said that the MNLF does not recognize it, and 
that it is a violation of the Tripoli Agreement. 


MNLF for Plebiscite 
HK0408 140589 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
1300 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[Text] Over 100 Moro National Liberation Front 
[MNLF] members are presently deployed around a 
major municipality in South Cotabato. Neneng Montano 
for the details: 


[Begin recording] According to a report, the MNLF 
members have already been in the municipality of 
Maindu, Jolo, for 2 weeks now, and they are armed with 
high-calibre guns. 


It is believed that this move by the MNLF is in prepa- 
ration for the plebiscite on the Muslim Mindanao 
Autonomy Law which will be held in November. 


Meanwhile, Mayor Rosalita Nunez supported the 
Organic act for Mindanano autonomy, saying that the act 
will enhance the Mindanao economy. On the other hand, 
she opposed the Tripoli Agreement because it allegedly 
ties the Mindanao people to a contract whose contents 
they know nothing about. [end recording] 
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Deployment of Overseas Workers Drops 
HK0108034589 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
1] Aug 89 p 2 


[By Nerissa M. Quizon] 


[Text] The number of contract workers deployed abroad 
during the first semester this year declined by 6.69 
percent from year-ago levels, according to the Philippine 
Overseas Employment Administration (POEA). 


The POEA deployed 227,826 land- and sea-based work- 
ers during this period, a substantial difference of 16,329 
from last year’s 244,155. 


The downtrend is attributed mainly to the decreasing 
number of land-based workers exported. From 203,369 
last year, the total went down to 176,671, a huge shortfall 
of 13.13 percent. 


POEA figures likewise showed that the downtrend weas 
affected by smaller number of new hires and rehires 
during the period. 


New hires dropped to 71,835, or a 25.71 percent differ- 
ence from last year’s total of 96,698. This could mean 
that foreign employers are hiring more from their own 
local workforce, POEA said. 


Lower deployment was also observed in rehired workers, 
after an encouraging percentage growth during the first 
four months. Workers under this category trimmed 
down to 104,836, slightly 1.72 percent lower than last 
year’s. 


The decreasing number of workers hired by countries 
considered as top deployment areas clearly undermined 
POEA efforts at promoting Filipino workers abroad. 
This is especially apparent in countries around Africa, 
Asia, the Middle East, and Oceania. 


Hirings of Filipino workers declined 16.32 percent in 
Africa, 15.35 


in Asia, 15.31 percent in the Middle East and 13.08 
percent in Oceania. 


The decreasing number of workers deployed during this 
period could also mean that foreign countries are now 
unwilling to absorb new entrants to their own bulging 
workforce, POEA said. 


Despite this depressing situation, bright prospects still 
loom ahead for Filipinos who want to work abroad. A 
POEA market situationer reported that with Japan, 
Taiwan, Singapore and Hong Kong experiencing labor 
shortages, foreign labor hirings are opening up in these 
countries. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


In Japan, for example, job prospects are good for service 
workers, systems analysts, software engineers, skilled 
construction workers, transport personnel, retail and 
restaurant workers, and information and electronics 
experts. Taiwan, on the other hand, requires hotel work- 
ers, construction workers, manufacturing workers, and 
production/transport workers. 


In Europe, about 11.8 million new jobs are expected in 
1992. Workers from non-EEC countries may be admit- 
ted but under a more orderly system. Prospects in 
construction and manufacturing industries are also seen 


in Algeria and Kenya. 


Developments in the American region, on the other 
hand, are characterized by some alterations in their 
immigration policies. Canada’s open labor market for 
domestic helpers and nurses is expected to continue until 
1995. 


The United States, meanwhile, is considering to adjust 
its foreign intake, putting emphasis on skilled labor 
rather than family kinship. 


The POEA said sea-based workers fared better than their 
land-based counterparts with total deployment shooting 
up by 25.42 


to 51,155 during the period covered. 


Foreign hirings of Filipino seamen is expected to con- 
tinue as a result of a bullish shipping industry worldwide. 


Thailand 
Reaction to Singapore Offer To Host U.S. Bases 


Sitthi Welcomes U.S. Bases 
BK0508070889 Hong Kong AFP in English 0650 GMT 
5 Aug 89 


{Excerpt} Bangkok, Aug 5 (AFP)—Thai Foreign Minister 
Sitthi Sawetsila welcomed Saturday an offer by Singa- 
pore to provide U.S. military forces with expanded 
access to facilities in the city-state. 


“This is something that could preserve regional security 
in terms of a greater balance of power,” Mr. Sitthi told 
reporters after returning here from a conference in Paris 
on the Cambodian conflict. 


The Thai foreign minister said he had received a telex in 
Paris on Saturday saying that a U.S. team had visited 
Singapore to investigate the feasibility of setting up 
limited bases in the Republic. 


The size of the proposed facilities was not clear, Mr. 
Sitthi said, adding that they would not be equal in scope 
to Clark Air Base and Subic Bay Naval Base in the 
Philippines, the largest U.S. bases overseas. 
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NSC Official Comments 
BK0508031089 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Aug 89 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts] In a significant move that may have far- 
reaching implications on the strategic power balance in 
Southeast Asia, Singapore has offered to host US mili- 
tary facilities. 


Thai foreign Ministry and National Security Council 
[NSC] officials said they understand and do not object to 
Singapore’s move. 


“We prefer a continued US presence as a counter- 
balance to other major powers,” said NSC Secretary 
General Suwit Sutthanukun. 


“At one stage, we were hopeful that Japan would fill in 
the regional security role but this now looks increasingly 
difficult. 


“There would be a serious vacuum if the Americans were 
to pull out from the Philippines.” 


Editorial Questions Singapore Action 
BK0708021389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Aug 89 p 6 


[Editorial: “Ill-Advised Timing by Singapore”} 


[Text] Despite its small population and tiny size, Singa- 
pore has tried to play a leading role in the region’s 
geo-political framework. On the international arena, the 
country has been one of the staunchest opponents to 
Vietnam’s decade-long occupation of Cambodia. 


But unfortunately there has been a conspicuous element 
of self-contradiction in Singapore’s Cambodia policy. 
While the country was vigorously advocating an interna- 
tional boycott of Vietnam, its enterprising businessmen 
were actively engaged in trading with the socialist state, 
with trade dealings estimated at more than US$250 
million annually, second only to transactions between 
Vietnam and Japan. 


Now the island republic is demonstrating yet another 
seemingly magnanimous gesture by offering to play host 
to US military base facilities. Judging from an official 
statement delivered before the Singapore Parliament last 
Friday, the country seems to be aiming for two key 
objectives in making the offer. 


On the one hand it sees a continued US military presence 
in the region as a vital security guarantee that will enable 
Southeast Asian nations to concentrate on economic 
development. On the other, Singapore also believes its 
offer will make it easier for the Philippines to continue 
acting as host to US forces there. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


“At a time of considerable fluidity in international 
relations, a sustained US presence will maintain the 
balance of power in the wider region, reinforce the stable 
and peaceful regional environment, and enable the non- 
communist countries in Southeast Asia to concentrate 
their resources on economic development,” Singapore’s 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs George Yeo said in 
the parliamentary statement. 


Minister Yeo also highlighted Singapore’s intention to 
help placate growing domestic resentment within the 
Philippines against the US presence there. “Philippine 
Foreign Affairs officials have said that if other ASEAN 
countries are prepared to host some US facilities, they 
would be able to assure the Filipino people that they are 
not alone and that there are others who are prepared to 
‘share the political burden’ of hosting US bases,” Yeo 
said. “Singapore is prepared to host some US facilities to 
make it easier for the Philippines to continue to host the 
US bases there.” 


Whether Singapore’s seemingly gracious intention will 
be appreciated by the Filipinos as such remains to be 
seen. Philippine Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus has 
declined to comment on Singapore’s offer. At least one 
Philippine Senator, who opposes the bases, has wryly 
said that Singapore might as well take over all the 
facilities rather than just a small portion. 


Disregarding whether the stated objectives are genuine, 
it is clearly Singapore’s sovereign right to do what it 
wants with its own territory. But given the potential 
ramifications any new base facilities would have on the 
Strategic security landscape of the region, Singapore 
should be broad-minded enough to take into accouat the 
opinions of other ASEAN countries before reaching any 
final agreement with Washington. 


On the surface, the arguments in favour of a continued 
US military presence in the region can hardly be dis- 
puted. There were expectations at one time that econom- 
ically-powerful Japan could eventually take over the 
leading role as the region’s security guarantor. But these 
expectations now seem increasingly unlikely, especially 
after the recent electoral victory by the Japanese social- 
ists. 


Having borne the brunt of the security threat from 
Vietnam’s occupation of Cambodia over the past 
decade, Thailand in particular would probably not 
object to a continued US presence, be it in the Philip- 
pines or Singapore. 


But coming at a time when the regional atmosphere is 
changing fast from one of confrontation to one of 
detente, the virtue behind the timing and motive of 
Singapore’s offer is questionable. It may indeed help 
allay some of the anti-base sentiments in the Philippines 
and spur an extension of the lease agreement on Clark 
Airbase and Subic Naval Base beyond 1991. But any new 
base facilities in Singapore, however limited in scale, 
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could open up a new set of security variables. For 
instance, how would the Soviet Union and China react to 
this symbolically-significant development? 


Admittedly, it is premature at this stage to conclude that 
the political and economic reforms now sweeping across 
the Soviet Union signal a permanent end to the country’s 
past expansionist policy. Some would argue further that 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachov’s offer to close down 
Cam Ranh Bay in exchange for a US pullout from the 
Philippines is an unequal trade-off. As such, it may be 
—- to expect genuine detente in the immediate 
uture. 


But the current configuration of the region’s delicate 
power balance may be upset if or when new US base 
facilities are set up in Singapore. At the very least, new 
seeds of suspicion could halt the current process of 
regional detente: already, concern that the move may 
retard the peace process in Cambodia has been reported 
from Kuala Lumpur and Jakarta. 


Minister Yeo rightly pointed out at the outset of his 
statement that Singapore endorses the ASEAN consen- 
sus to establish a Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality 
(ZOPFAN). But he quickly added that a continued US 
presence is desirable until that objective is achieved. 


After being bogged down for more than ten years by the 
Cambodian conflict, there is no better timing for 
ASEAN to start seriously working towards ZOPFAN 
now that the prospect of a Cambodian settlement is 
gaining momentum. But the march towards ZOPFAN 
would only be complicated by any new foreign military 
presence in the region. 


Government Urged To Decide on U.S. Cigarettes 
BK0508 144589 Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 
5 Aug 89 p 1l 


{[Unattributed article: “Smoke From American Ciga- 
rettes Gets Into Thailand’s Eyes; Time Is Running Out; 
Thailand Stands To Lose Both Ways Whether It Would 
Yield to the Pressure or Not’’] 


[Text] The government leader, General Chatchai Chun- 
hawan, is under pressure to allow market access to U.S. 
cigarettes. He is left with only two options: to yield to the 
U.S. pressure and open the door for imported cigarettes, 
or to reyect the demand with a tactful gesture. 


Although cigarettes sale in Thailand is a monopoly of the 
Tobacco Factory, Thai law permits an import of 12 
million packs of foreign cigarettes annually for sale at 
duty-free shops and embassies. In addition, about 50 
million packs are smuggled into the country each year. 
They are publicly on sale at various localities, such as at 
Mabunkhrong Trade Center, Siam Square, Ratchadamri 
Arcade, Central Plaza, and especially at the junction 
across the street from Ramkhamhaeng University. 
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Quite a few of the cabinet ministers in the Chatchai 
government are known to smoke American cigarettes. 


Foreign cigarettes, mostly American brands, are smug- 
gled over land, sea, and air routes. The contraband 
nearly always escapes interception. According to statis- 
tics, the Customs Department’s Prevention and Suppres- 
sion Division has seized only 3 million packs. 


Under the growing U.S. pressure, the Thai Government 
is afraid to offend the United States and it fails to make 
a clearcut decision on the issue. 


Deputy Prime Minister Phong Sarasin of the Social 
Action Party, in his capacity as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Economic Relations Policy, admitted that the 
government still has not made a clearcut stand on the 
issue because it has to wait for a recommendation from 
a committee of the Finance Ministry, which is now 
studying the pros and cons of Thailand allowing market 
access to imported cigarettes. The recommendation by 
this committee will be forwarded to the cabinet for 
consideration. 


Well, in the end the government will have to make a 
decision, and it will have to chose one of the two options 
mentioned above. If it decided on opening markets for 
U.S. cigarettes as demanded by the United States. the 
government should not expect the measure to end Thai- 
land’s trade frictions with the United States. As the 
Cigarette issue is only one of eight that the United States 
has brought up in bargaining with Thailand over trade 
problems, many more issues are waiting in line. 


Former Thai Ambassador to the United States Asa 
Sarasin, a brother of Phong himself, once said that the 
problems with the United States will crop up from time 
to time as Thailand is now becoming more competent, 
and it can better explore the U.S. markets. 


Former Secretary General of the National Economic and 
Social Development Board Sano Unakun is another 
person whose comment reflects the position of the 
United States. He said that the influence of the United 
States is waning—from the world’s biggest financier in 
the past, the United States is now one of the most 
indebted countries. 


The government should be able to decide by now 
whether it should allow market access to U.S. cigarettes 
and open the doors for more deaths a’ j more cigarette 
addicts among the Thai people. 


Threat To Halt U.S. Tobacco Purchases 
BK0708021989 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Aug 89 pl 


[Text] Thailand has threatened to halt purchases of 
tobacco from the United States to counter US pressure 
to open the Thai market to American cigarettes. 
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Thailand told US Trade Representative [USTR] officials 
during talks in Phatthaya from August 1-2 the pressure 
on Thailand to open its market to US cigarettes might 
affect long-term US tobacco leaf sales to the Thailand 
Tobacco Monopoly [TTM], an official said yesterday. 


The official is attached to the Thai delegation discussing 
possible US Section 301 trade action against Thailand. 


Thailand currently imports 100 per cent tobacco leaf 
from the US. 


Import volume was 5,725 tons last year worth 783 
million baht, up 70 per cent and 100 per cent respec- 
tively over 1987. 


The Thai delegation told the USTR that if Thailand 
opened its market to foreign ci to avoid retalia- 
tion under the punitive Section 301 of the US Trade Act, 
there would be moves to retaliate in kind, the official 
said. 


and imports tobacco leaf from the US, may retailiate by 
buying tobacco supplies from other countries, he said. 


“If the US is successful in pressing Thailand on this 
issue, it may lose Thailand as one of its markets,” the 
ae Soe eee 


Thailand also reminded the USTR that although Amer- 
ican cigarette firms would benefit from the opening of 
the Thai market, America’s bilateral trade with Thailand 
would not. 


“It would open the market to the end-product but close 
it to the raw materials,” he said. 


Thai Anti-Smoking Campaign Project chairman Prakit 
Wathisathokkit said the US Foreign Agricultural Service 
had released a report showing that the overall US 
tobacco industry would be the loser in a cigarette and 
tobacco war. 


The report showed that US tobacco exports to Japan, 
Taiwan and South Korea this year had declined after the 
three countries had opened their markets to US ciga- 
rettes. 


The countries shifted their tobacco purchases to Latin 
America with the result that opening their markets to 
American cigarettes did not improve the US trade defi- 
cit. 


“When you consider the possible adverse effects on 
American tobacco farmers, the possibly worse US trade 
deficit with Thailand and the denigration of the US 
image for exporting useless hazardous products, it will 
make the Thai people realise just how powerful the US 
Cigaretie companies are,” he said. 
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Police May Ask for U.S. Testimony in Drug Case 
BK050804 1089 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Aug 89 p 1 


[Text] Deputy Police Department chief Wasit Detkun- 
chon will visit the United States in October to investi- 
gate the US arrest warrant issued for assistant police 
imspector-general Wet Phetborom on charges of heroin 
trafficking, sources said yesterday. 


The police commission headed by Gen Wasit yesterday 
began questioning witnesses in Bangkok in connection 
with the US charges. 


Gen Wasit told reporters progress in the investigation 
would be kept secret to protect people who provide 
information. 


US officials in Bangkok and in the US and members of 
the Office of the Narcotics Control Board would be 
invited to testify to the commission, he said. 


Gen Wasit could not say how long the investigation 
would take. 


Asked to comment on Maj-Gen Wet’s claim that he is 
innocent, Gen Wasit said the investigation would try to 
determine the truth. 


The officer could be officially informed of the US 
charges and the Police Department investigation shortly, 
he said. 


Deputy Interior Minister Sano Thianthong said yester- 
day the department’s image needs to be improved, 
because policemen were alleged to have committed 
many serious crimes this year. 


He was referring in particular to the US drug trafficking 
charges against Maj-Gen Wet. 


“If Maj-Gen Wet is found guilty, a jail sentence for him 
is not enough,” Mr Sano said, because it would be very 
“shameful” for the country. 


Asked whether Maj-Gen Wet is to be extradited to the 
US, Mr Sano, who is in charge of the ministry while 
Interior Minister Praman Adireksarn is visiting the 
Soviet Union, said Police Gen Praman would make that 


“The case must be seriously dealt with because it con- 
cerns the country’s reputation. | believe the US court 
must have strong evidence to have issued a warrant for 
Maj-Gen Wet’s arrest,” he said. 


Public Prosecution Department spokesman Wichit 
Yusuphap said yesterday that although Thailand and the 
US have an extradition agreement, it does not cover the 
sending of citizens from one country for prosecution in 
the other. 
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However, depending on Bangkok’s judgement, Thailand 
may send a Thai for prosecution in the US regardless of 
the agreement. 


But Sub-Lt Wichit said that since Maj-Gen Wet’s alleged 
crime is covered under Thai law, the officer should be 
prosecuted here. 


interior Minister’s spokesman Chaowarin Latthasaksiri 
said he had reported the US charges against Maj-Gen 
Wet to Gen Praman in Leningrad yesterday. 


“Gen Praman only sai) that Maj-Gen Wet's superiors 
must take action according to the law,” he said. 


Chatchai Returns From Brunei, Malaysia 
rms 1689 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Aug 89 p 1 


[Text] Thailand and Malaysia have agreed to set up a 
joint development authority to oversee offshore oil and 
gas exploration and exploitation in areas where territo- 
rial claims overlap, Prime Minister Chatchai Chunha- 
wan said on his return from Kuala Lumpur last night. 


General Chatchai met his Malaysian counterpart 
Mahathir Mohamed during a stopover in Kuala 

on his way back from Brunei where he and other ASEAN 
leaders attended the manhood ceremony of the eldest 
son of the Sultan of Brunei. 


Speaking at Don Muang Airport last night, Gen 
Chatchai said Thailand and Malaysia also agreed to 
develop jointly a dam at the estuary of the Thepha River 
in Hat Yai. 


Malaysia also thanked Thailand for helping her in com- 


batting communist insurgency and restoring peace along 
their common border, the Premier said. 


Gen Chatchai said he met other ASEAN leaders in 
Brunei but there was no “mini summit”. 


The Premier said he had a brief meeting with Philippine 
President Corazon Aquino during which they discussed 
investment and tourism. 


The Philippine leader expressed a wish to seek Thai- 
land’s expertise in tourism development, Gen Chatchai 
said. 


Comments on Malaysia Trip 
BK0608 101189 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
0000 GMT 6 Aug 89 


[Text] The discussion on the joint development area in 
the south between Thailand and Malaysia during the 
annual Thai-Malaysian joint committee meeting held in 
Malaysia achieved satisfactory resuits. The Thai side to 
the meeting was headed by Prime Minister General 
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following comments to reporters at Don Muang Airport 
last night after returning from his visit to Brunei and 
Malaysia: 

[Begin Chatchai recording] We have discussed three 
major issues—economic, security, and foreign affair 
issues. There are several economic matters, especially 
the joint development area, the problem of overlapping 
areas under concession granted to Triton Oil Company 
and Malaysia’s Petronas. Both sides have reached agree- 
ment on this issue. This issue has been delayed because 
Thailand uses a method of granting cc . essions while 


will hold discussions if there is any probiem. We have 
achieved success as expected. So, we will have an area 
which is full of gas and petroleum on the Gulf of 
Thailand, under which the Triton company gets a con- 
cession from the Thai Government. 


Another issue is the construction of a dam at the Thepha 
River, south of Hat Yai. Both countries will share waters 
for use if the dam is constructed. This is a joint invest- 
ment. Engineers from both countries will be sent to 
conduct a survey and the outcome of the survey will be 
forwarded to the Thai-Malaysian Joint Committee for 
further consideration. 


Regarding the security issue, we and Malaysia discussed 
that at present activities of the Communist Party of 
Malaya [CPM] and separatists in the south have declined 
and peace has been restored in the area. Malaysia 
thanked the Thai Government for the close cooperation 
in forcing the insurgents of the CPM to lay down their 
weapons. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, the meeting of the Thai-Malaysia joint com- 
mittee also discussed the outcome of the International 
Conference on Cambodia in Paris: 


[Begin Chatchai recording] We are pleased that the 
conference in Paris achieved initial success. Several 
countries will send their representatives to Phnom Penh. 
Some of them already arrived in Bangkok today. They 
will leave for Phnom Penh today or tomorrow. I think 
that there is more hope for successful cooperation to help 
bring peace to Phnom Penh, especially the superpowers 
or the five permanent members of the UN Security 
Council have extended good cooperation. So, the pros- 
pect for the Cambodian problem is bright. [end record- 
ing] 

Chatchai Urges UN Talk to Cambodian Parties 
BK080805 1289 Bangkok THE NATION in English 

5 Aug 89 pp I, 2 


{By Toemsak C. Phalanuphap in Kuala Lumpur] 


[Excerpts] Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan has 
urged that the UN survey team deal with all four 
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Cambodian factions during its upcoming Cambodian 
mission, which he said should cover a trip to Phnom 
Penh, the seat of the pro-Hanoi administration. 


Speaking aboard his chartered flight from Bandar Seri 
Begawan to Kuala Lumpur on Thursday [3 August] 
night, Gen Chatchai described as a positive step the 
unanimous agreement by the international conference in 
Paris to send a United Nations survey team to Cambo- 
dia. 


The group will gather information for an international 
force to verify the withdrawa! of Vietnamese troops and 
to ensure that subsequent general elections will be fair 
and free of foreign intervention. 


“During my stay in Brunei, Prince Bolkiah (Brunei's 
foreign minister) told me that the Paris conference made 
headway with an agreement to send a fact-finding team 
into Cambodia,” the premier said. 


Referring to the need for the UN panel to visit Phnom 
Penh and talk to its leaders, Gen Chatchai said: “In the 
past, we talked only to the three resistance factions (the 
Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea), but 
now we should talk to all four factions on an equal 
basis.” 


He said that if the UN panel visits the Cambodian 
capital, it should contact all four factions without dis- 
crimination towards one or the other. 


The United Nations previously has recognized only the 
three-party resistance led by former monarch Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, and has regarded the Phnom Penh 
government as illegal. 


“We cannot succeed if we fail to put aside the past,” he 
added. 


The premier said that the international community must 
try to bring the Cambodian adversaries closer together so 
that they can tackle their longstanding dispute. [passage 
omitted] 


He said Bangkok will continue to cooperate with the 
international community in searching for a Cambodian 
settlement within the framework laid down by the con- 
ference. 


“Thailand does not have any intention to deviate from 
the Paris framework,” he said. 


Having attended the ministerial meeting of the Paris 
talks, M.R. Kasemsamoson Kasemsi, the permanent 
secretary for foreign affairs, told reporters that ASEAN 
was very pleased with the results of the conference, 
particularly in bringing in UN involvement so soon. 
referring to the upcoming visit by the UN team to 
Bangkok and Cambodia. 
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Asked about Malaysia’s proposal to host a meeting of the 
rival Cambodian factions after the Paris conference, 
Kasemsamoson said Thailand would not like to think 


beyond the present stage taking place in Paris. 


“We prefer, at this stage, to stick to the framework of the 
Paris conference,” he said. 


The permanent secretary said Kuala Lumpur might have 
thought of a scenario in which the Paris conference 
becomes deadlocked. The Malaysian proposal, he said, 
was understandable. 


Sitthi on Cambodia Ad Hoc Committee, UN Team 
BK0608021089 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Aug 89 p 3 


[Text] Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila yesterday 
expressed concern over the “inaction” of the ad hoc 
committee set up at the Paris conference on Cambodia 
earlier this month to deal with national reconciliation. 


National reconciliation is an important aspect of the 
Cambodia problem and, if not achieved, other obstacles 
to a peace settlement would also not be overcome, he 
said. 


He hoped pressure would be exerted on the ad hoc 
committee—comprising the four Cambodian factions 
and co-chairmen France and Indonesia—to produce 
results. 


But ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi, who returned from 
Paris yesterday, said the ASEAN foreign ministers were 
satisfied with the outcome of the conference. 


A UN fact-finding team will stop over in Thailand today 
before flying to Phnom Penh tomorrow on a chartered 
Malaysian airliner, he said. 


An informed source said that five members of the team 
were in town yesterday and they are to be joined by 
General Martin Vedset of Norway and a Mr Anwar 
today. 


The source added that Thai officers Lt-Gen Amphon 
Chuthaphuthi and Colonel Sunthon Sophonsiri would 
liaise with the UN team. 


The team will spend about a week along the Cambodian- 
Vietnamese and Thai-Cambodian borders before return- 
ing to Thailand to meet representatives of the three 
Cambodian resistance factions, he said. 


The team is expected to shuttle between Phnom Penh 
and Bangkok because of accommodation problems in 
the Cambodian capital, he said. 
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Made up of 15-20 civilian and military experts from six 
countries, the team will work on setting up the Interna- 
tional Control Mechanism (ICM) to ensure peace in 
Cambodia after the scheduled withdrawal of Vietnamese 


troops in September. 


Thailand, which will provide a liaison officer, has sug- 
gested the UN team also inspect the Laotian-Cambodian 
border, he said. 


The team will look for transport and arms supply routes 
for the Khmer resistance on Thai territory, he said, and 
will also seek locations for ICM facilities and equipment 
installations. 


The foreign minister said Thailand was fully participat- 
ing in the Cambodian peace process where this country’s 
interests are at stake. 


“We have representatives on every committee and hold 
regular consultations with our allies,” said ACM Sitthi. 


There is a 70 percent chance of attaining a comprehen- 
sive solution of the conflict because most countries are 
making a sincere efforts to achieve this, he said. 


The UN fact-finding team will report its findings to the 
Paris meet on August 20 and the ministerial meeting will 
resume on August 28. 


ACM Siihi, who returns to Paris on August 26, said 
anything short of a comprehensive solution would not be 
accepted at the confercnce. 


Ministry Concerned About Australia Visa Rules 
BK0508034489 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Aug 89 p 3 


[Text] Australia’s rigid visa regulations have caused 
inconvenience for Thai businessmen and travellers, and 
the Foreign Ministry is concerned that the matter may 
upset bilateral relations, the ministry’s deputy spokes- 
men Pratyathawi Thawethikun said yesterday. 


Mr Pratyathawi said Australia’s visa regulations have 
stirred resentment among Thai businessmen and tourists 
whose journeys to Australia have been disrupted and 
inconvenienced upon arrival. 


He cited an incident on Tuesday [1 August] when two 
Thais were put on board a flight back to Thailand on the 
day they arrived in Australia as they said they were 
visiting the country for tourism but carried business 
visas. 


Another incident occurred recently when a party of 20 
Thai hotel executives, including Senator Wichit na 
Ranong, were called into a immigration room when they 
arrived at an Australian airport and subjected to a 
passport check. 
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Mr Pratyathawi said Australia is paying particular atten- 
tion to travellers with false passports from Thailand, and 
their random checks for forged documents had incon- 
ventienced bona-fide business-people. 


“Trade and tourism promotion between the two coun- 
tries can hardly progress if Australia continues to be 
indiscriminately strict towards Thai travellers,” Mr 
Pratyathawi said. 


Last month, Australian authorities arrested |4 suspected 
Thai prostitutes and four alleged drug dealers, while 
many other Thais are reportedly staying illegally in 
Australia, he said, quoting a report from the Thai Con- 
sulate General. 


Australia should be more lenient towards ordinary Thai 
businessmen and tourists, and stop practices that may be 
construed as insulting to Thais, he said. 


Chawalit Proposes E Taxes With Laos 
BK0608033489 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Aug 89 p 3 


[Text] Armed Forces chief General Chawalit 
Yongchaiyut has proposed that Thailand and Laos set up 
a joint transport company and abolish all taxes on each 
other’s products. 


National Security Council [NSC] chief Suwit Suttha- 
nukun said yesterday Gen Chawalit made the proposal 
to his Laotian counterpart Gen Sisavat Keobounphan on 
Wednesday [2 August]. 


The proposal followed a complaint from the Laotian 
delegation about high import duties and other fees 
imposed on goods in transit from Thailand. 


The Laotian side said they would take the proposal back 
to Vientiane, Mr Suwit said. 


Laos also asked that more items be taken off the Thai list 
of strategic goods prohibited from export to Indochinese 
countries, he said. 


A total of 273 items were on the list announced in 1981. 
At present only 29 items remain. 


Thailand was considering trimming the list further to 16 
items when it received the Laotian request, Mr Suwit 
said. 


The 29 prohibited goods are in five categories: 


—Chemicals such as acetic anhydride, acetic bromide 
and acetic chloride; 

—Military gear such as helmets, tents, field spades, and 
ammunition belts; 

—Equipment including some electrical goods, radar, 
radio, telegraph and telephone equipment and spare 


parts: 
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—vVehicles such as jeeps, trucks, aeroplanes, helicopters 
and their parts; and 
—Air and sea navigational instruments. 


Both sides are discussing which items should be taken off 
the list, Mr Suwit said. 


The NSC chief said Laos has already approved a joint 
cooperation agreement but Thailand must wait for Cab- 
inet approval before a date can be fixed for the signing of 
the agreement in Vientiane. 


The agreement, to be signed by Gen Chawalit on behalf 
of Thailand, covers cooperation in trade, science and 
technology, economics, academics and cultural affairs. 


Report Denies Existence of ::ase in Disputed Area 
BK0508035289 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
5 Aug 89 p 2 


[Text] A report submitted recently to Army Chief Gen 
Chawalit Yongchaiyut denies Laotian allegations that 
Thailand has built permanent structures in the disputed 
area of Ban Romklao, a source said yesterday. 


The paper details findings of an investigation conducted 
by the Army last weekend. 


“No permanent structure has been erected in the dis- 
putec area as claimed by Laos. All buildings are in our 
area,” said the source. 


Admitting that several buildings have been built since 
March, including a border patrol police [BPP] base and 
its bunkers, the source said all are in Thai territory. 


Last month Lao deputy foreign minister sent a note to 
Thai Foreign Ministry charging that the construction of 
permanent buildings in the area violated the agreement 
by both countries. 


Last April a joint border committee landed for refuelling 
at the BPP base where construction works are underway 
and Laos may have gained a wrong impression. 


SRV Border Troops Replaced by Heng Samrin’s 
BK0608015089 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Aug 89 p 3 


[Text] Vietnamese forces have been withdrawn from 
some points along the Thai-Cambodian border and been 
replaced by Heng Samrin troops. 


Suranari Task Force commander Major General Chettha 
Thanacharo said the changes were made as Hanoi’s 
self-imposed September deadline for a total pullout 
approached. 
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Mayj-Gen Chettha, who also commands the Sixth Divi- 
sion in charge of the Northeast, said Heng Samrin troops 
had replaced Vietnamese troops at some strategic points 
along the border, including Chong Bok Pass in Ubon 
Ratchathani. 


Fighting continues in Cambodia but he does not expect 
it will affect Thai border areas, he said. 


Illegal arms smuggling from Cambodia to Burma 
through Thailand remains a major problem and the 
Suranari Task Force is trying to suppress the illegal 
activity, he said. 


The task force recently seized a truckload of Soviet and 
Chinese-made weapons ranging from 75 mm recoilless 
rifles to AK47 assault rifles and ammunition, he said. 


It had not been determined who the weapons were 
intended for, he said. 


On the planned reopening of Prasat Preah Vihear in 
September, the general said the Army had already 
cleared mines from a route on the Thai side of the 
border. 


Vietnam 
Assessments of Paris Conference on Cambodia 


NHAN DAN Commentary 
BK0708073589 Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
1 Aug 89 pp I, 4 


{Commentary: “An Historic Opportunity for Settlement 
of the Cambodian Issue} 


[Text] The Paris International Conference on Cambodia 
is an important event in the process of seeking a correct 
political solution to the Cambodian issue. SRV Foreign 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach, at the opening session in his 
speech on the SRV’s fundamental stand on the issue, 
stressed: The great task of the Paris international confer- 
ence is to contribute to reaching a comprehensive polit- 
ical solution to the Cambodian issue, stopping the war, 
and restoring peace in Cambodia, thereby meeting the 
Cambodian people’s interests and a desire for peace in 
Southeast Asia and the rest of the world. 


Is it possible to achieve the above-said goal? 


We contended that there are conditions that will help 
keep the conference from reaching a stalemate, thus 
making it possible to resolve the Cambodian issue satis- 
factorily. 


The Paris conference is taking place at a time that is ripe 
for settling the Cambodian issue politically. All of the 
initiatives and proposals full of goodwill made by the 
Cambodian State, Vietnam, and Laos; the results of talks 
and negotiations at JIM | and JIM 2 [first and second 
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Jakarta informal meeting}—symbolizing the efforts of 
the two groups of nations in Southeast Asia; the results of 
the Hun Sen-Sihanouk tmeetings; and the contributions 
of the Nonaligned Movement are factors that have foiled 
stalemate and created new, positive changes that meet 
the prerequisites for convening the Paris conference. To 
date, it is obvious that despite differences on certain 
issues between the countries concerned and the Cambo- 
dian parties, a consensus has been achieved on many 
fundamental points of a political solution. Everyone is 
well aware that it is necessary, first of all, to link the total 
withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from Cambodia with 
the prevention of a return to power by the Pol Pot 
genocidal regime; an end to outside interference and 
foreign countries’ arms supplies to the Cambodian oppo- 
sition forces; and the implementation of a ceasefire and 
prevention of a civil war in Cambodia. Cambodia must 
be an independent, nonaligned country; the Cambodian 
people will exercise their self-determination rights 
through free, democratic general elections, and will settle 
their internal issues through negotiations in the spirit of 
national concord without interference from foreign 
countries. There should be an international system for 
guaranteeing agreements on the Cambodian issue as well 
as an effective international mechanism for controlling 
implementation of these agreements. Participating in the 
Paris international conference were two opposing par- 
ties—one was the State of Cambodia, and the other, 
Democratic Kampuchea—all countries of the two 
groups of nations in Southeast Asia, superpower coun- 
tries, chairmen of the Nonaligned Movement, and the 
UN secretary general. This manifests the trend of using 
talks and peaceful negotiations to settle the Cambodian 
issue. If all parties concerned show their goodwill and 
respect results obtained in previous negotiations, the 
conference will achieve its goal. 


Disagreements are concentrated mainly on Cambodia's 
internal affairs, the core of which is the role of the 
Khmer Rouge in Cambodia's future political regime. 
Nobody in the present world is unaware of the horrible 
face of the genocidal Khmer Rouge. Their bloody crimes 
against the Khmer people. their aggressive acts against 
Vietnam as well as their threat to the security of other 
neighboring countries are the cause of the present situa- 
tion in Cambodia. While world public opinion demands 
their trial at an international tribunal, how can it be 
possible to give them a share of the power, which would 
amount to equating the criminals with those struggling to 
eliminate the danger of genocide? As a result, any 
solution that does not eliminate forever the genocidal 
Pol Pot regime is unacceptable to the Cambodian people 
and the world people as a whole. 


It is undeniable that the present Phnom Penh adminis- 
tration has been involved in the revival of Cambodia. 
The administration came into being after the just strug- 
gle against the genocidal regime, and has maintained 
control over and led the entire Cambodian territory. It 
has also been accepted by the Cambodian people as their 
authentic representative, and has been recognized and 
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supported by many countries in the region and the 
world. Elsewhere, there are demands to abolish the 
Phnom Penh administration that are irrational demands 
ignoring reality. The situation now requires that the 
nations and parties concerned exhibit correct judgment. 


We support the Cambodian State’s stand on preventing 
the genocidal clique from holding a position of power, 
which constitutes encouraging them to continue commit- 
ting crimes. The setting up of a political mechanism 
made up of the Cambodian parties—for the transition 
period between the total Vietnamese troop withdrawal 
and the holding of general elections—is an internal affair 
of Cambodia; foreign countries should not interfere and 
should respect the Cambodian people’s right to self- 
determination. 


We contend that the concrete issues of the Cambodian 
internal affairs can be settied through continued negoti- 
ations between the Cambodian factions. Those who have 
goodwill for Cambodia hold that it is necessary to have a 
far-sighted view of this problem and that efforts should 
be made to avoid these issues having an adverse effect on 
a comprehensive solution to the Cambodian issue. 


Vietnam totally supports and is ready to—together with 
the international community—recognize and guarantee 
the permanent neutrality of Cambodia and a zone of 
peace, freedom, and neutrality in Southeast Asia in 
accordance with the principles set forth by the Cambo- 
dian National Assembly and the Government of the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, respectively. Vietnam 
welcomes a UN role in the international control task, but 
this world body must end its support of only one party in 
the Cambodian issue. 


The process of settling the Cambodian issue has entered 
an expeditious, decisive stage that requires all countries 
and parties concerned to demonstrate their goodwill and 
a sense of responsibility to bring the Paris conference on 
Cambodia to the desired result. This conference cannot 
shirk its responsibility in light of the current historic 
opportunity. This is the earnest desire and aspiration of 
the Cambodian people who, having once been victims of 
genocidal tragedy, must now have the right to live 
happily in independence, peace, and national concord. 
This is also the will and urgent demand of the world 
public. 


Army Paper Article 
BK060803 1089 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 4 August article: “Optimistic 
Signs From the Paris Conference”’] 


[Text] Progressive world public opinion enthusiastically 
welcomes the edifying initial results of the international 
foreign ministerial conference on Cambodia held in 
Paris, the capital of the French Republic, from 30 July to 
| August. 
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The conference unanimously approved a document on 
the organization of work and decided on the formation 
of three working committees as follows: 


—The international control committee chaired by Can- 
ada and India; 


—The international guarantee committee chaired by 
Laos and Malaysia; and 


—the committee on refugees and reconstruction of Cam- 
bodia chaired by Australia and Japan. 


A fourth committee called “ad hoc committee” has also 
been formed. The committee will be composed of the 
Cambodian parties to discuss Cambodia’s internal affairs. 


The results of the conference come, first of all, from an 
objective fact that essential conditions for politically 
settling the Cambodian problem have been created 
thanks to the positive contributions of the three Indoch- 
inese countries, the progressive forces in the world, and 
the nations concerned with and interested in the Cam- 
bodian issue. 


World public opinion and most of the countries and 
parties participating in the conference have unanimously 
held that the most important issue following Vietnam’s 
announcement of repatriation of all Army volunteers 
from Cambodia by September 1989 is the need to 
eradicate the genocidal Pol Pot regime and eliminate the 
danger of their fomenting a civil war. 


We are pleased to see that the Paris conference has 
proceeded in the correct direction on two principles: 
first, developing the two key issues adopted at JIM | and 
JIM 2, that the withdrawal of the Vietnamese Army 
volunteer troops must be closely linked with the preven- 
tion of the Pol Pot genocidal clique from returning to 
power; second, the internal affairs of Cambodia must be 
settled by the Cambodian people themselves. These are 
two principles covering the international and interna! 
aspects of a political solution to the Cambodian issue. 


Noteworthy at the conference is that the genocidal Pol 
Pot clique—who are attempting to undermine a political 
solution and to provoke a civil war in Cambodia—were 
seriously isolated. While delegates to the conference 
unanimously approved three points: namely, the UN 
secretary general sending a group of experts to Cambodia 
to collect information for the conference; the establish- 
ment of an ad hoc committee to deal with the internal 
aspect of Cambodia; and the nomination of India and 
Canada as co-chairmen of the international control com- 
mittee. The Pol Pot representative was the only one who 
stubbornly opposed this, and dragged the debate on these 
issues into two sessions held on the afternoon and 
evening of 31 July. However, on the morning of | 
August, the Pol Pot representative—not withstanding 
pressure by delegates to the conference—was eventually 
resigned to accepting the decision on these three points. 
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It is necessary to say that some countries—scheming to 
force the Cambodian factions to resolve the Cambodian 
internal aspect in accordance with their will—requested 
the conference establish a fourth working committee to 
discuss Cambodian internal issues. However, delegates 
of the State of Cambodia, Vietnam, and other countries 
did not agree, contending that the establishment of such 
a committee constituted gross violation to Cambodia's 
internal affairs. Finally, the conference unanimously 
agreed to establish an ad hoc committee composed of 
only Cambodian parties to discuss Cambodian internal 
issues. As a result, in its first round, the Paris conference 
respected the fundamental principle that the Cambodian 
internal issues must be resolved by the Cambodian 
people themselves. 


Public opinion also noted the attitude of flexibility and 
goodwill of the Cambodian state delegation led by Com- 
rade Hun Sen, thereby contributing to strengthening its 
prestige at this international forum. At the conference, 
the Cambodian state delegation appropriately dealt with 
the structure of the Cambodian delegation—which is 
composed of four factions of two opposing groups—to 
ensure the smooth proceeding of the conference accord- 
ing to schedule. The State of Cambodia afterward agreed 
and declared that it would create favorable conditions 
for the UN secretary general's group of experts coming to 
Cambodia to collect technical information. This act not 
only manifested the Cambodian state’s goodwill, but 
also its confidence—the state that has effectively con- 
trolled the whole territory of Cambodia and has won 
support from all Cambodian people. 


Contrarily, the Khmer Rouge delegate—of the force that 
is Committing serious crimes at remote forests near the 
Cambodian border—fearing that reports made by the 
UN expert group would reflect the objective truth, which 
is unfavorable for them, stubbornly opposed this deci- 
sion. The fact that the conference eventually rejected this 
irrational opposition [by the Khmer Rouge] is another 
setback for them. 


Through the first round of the Paris conference, it can be 
said that the delegations’ stands on the international 
aspect and their many fundamental viewpoints on the 
internal aspect of the Cambodian issue are unanimous. 
As a result, the conference has almost attained all con- 
ditions for achieving a comprehensive political solution 
to the issue. However, the tasks of the conference are still 
heavy. Turning common principles into agreements and 
concrete measures is a complex and difficult process. 
Work schedules fixed for various committees are not 
long enough—from 3-10 August and from 16-18 
August—while the volume of work is immense. One of 
the most important problems is that the Cambodian 
factions must settle among themselves a national recon- 
ciliation mechanism for the transition period from the 
withdrawal of the Vietnamese troops to the general 
elections. An agreement on this issue will lead to a 
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comprehensive solution to the Cambodian issue. Public 
opinion held that this is one of the most difficult 
problems because of the Pol Pot clique’s lack of goodwill. 


The 10-year-long conflict in Cambodia is reaching a 
prospect for a political settlement. This is an unprece- 
dented historic opportunity. Whether this prospect 
becomes reality or not depends on the goodwill of all 
nations and parties participating in the conference. 


Further on Army Paper Views 
BK0408 130589 Hanoi VNA in English 0907 GMT 
4 Aug 89 


{ Text] Hanoi VNA August 4 - The Army Paper QUAN 
DOI NHAN DAN today acclaims the initial results of 
the Paris international conference on Cambodia, attrib- 
uting them to its adherence to the two key principles: 
respect for the conclusions of JIM’s and settlement of 
Cambodia’s internal affairs by the Cambodian people 
themselves.“ 


The paper also welcomes the flexible attitude and good- 
will of the delegation of the State of Cambodia led by 
Hun Sen as expression of the self-confidence of the State 
of Cambodia which is effectively controlling the whole 
territory of the country and enjoying support from the 
entire Cambodian people. 


After the first round of the Paris meeting, it can be said 
that although much remains to be done, the parties 
concerned have shared identical views on the interna- 
tional aspect and on many basic points of the internal 
aspect of the issue. So, there is almost every necessary 
condition for the conference to reach an over-all political 
solution to Cambodia. 


The paper highly appreciates the great contributions by 
the two co-chairmen of the conference—French Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas representing the host country, 
and Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, chairman of 
JIM’s, to narrowing down differences and paving the 
way for the achievement of an overall political solution. 


In conclusion, the paper expresses its hope that France 
and Indonesia will promote their role as co-chairmen of 
the conference to bring it to final success. 


Radio Article Carried 
BK0608085 189 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0015 GMT 6 Aug 89 


[Station “article” by Thanh Hai] 


[Text] The recently concluded first round of the Paris 
international conference on Cambodia was termed by 
public opinion in many countries as one of the most 
important world conference in recent times. It was an 
official international conference on Cambodia convened 
outside the framework of the United Nations. This is the 
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result of the unyielding struggle of the peoples of Cam- 
bodia, Laos, Vietnam, and other forces who uphold a 
realistic attitude and goodwill and who have struggled 
for a correct solution to the Cambodian issue. 


Both French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas and Viet- 
namese Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, in their 
meeting on 29 July in Paris, termed the conference a 
historic event. Minister Dumas said further that the 
presence of foreign ministers of many superpowers here 
has added weight to the Paris conference. This is the 
reason why major international newspapers gave wide 
coverage to the conference over the past 3 days. 


Appraising the results of the conference, the majority of 
public opinion in the world contended that the confer- 
ence has enjoyed important, splendid initial success that 
contributed significantly toward the path of peace in 
Cambodia. Many major world newspapers unanimously 
contended that this splendid initial success was due to a 
breakthrough on difficulties at the conference and its 
agreements on a framework aimed at reaching a compre- 
hensive political solution to the Cambodian issue. The 
agreemenis include the unanimous approval of docu- 
ments; the organization of a work program; the estab- 
lishment of three working committees and one ad hoc 
committee; and the appointment of a delegation to 
Cambodia for an on-the-spot survey to study the situa- 
tion there, which was proposed by the UN secretary 
general. Many analysts noted that the Paris conference 
pursued the two key issues adopted at JIM | and JIM 2 
which are that the withdrawal of Vietnamese Army 
volunteer troops must be closely linked with the preven- 
tion of the Pol Pot genocidal clique from returning to 
power, and the ceasation of foreign interference and 
military aid to the Cambodian factions, thereby proceed- 
ing in the direction of JIM 1’s and JIM 2’s principle of 
letting the Cambodian people resolve their internal 
issues by themselves without interference from the out- 
side. 


Repeated successes scored by the Cambodian state del- 
egation led by Chairman Hun Sen has enhanced the 
fame of its goodwill. While the Khmer Rouge delegation 
led by Khieu Samphan was isolated due to its uncon- 
structive and truculent attitude. Major newspapers such 
as LE MONDE of France and (DEUTSCHELAND) of 
the FRG wrote: At the Paris conference as well as in the 
battlefield, the Khmer Rouge was driven into a corner. 
At the international forum, no delegate defended the 
Khmer Rouge’s stand, even China—their sole ally—has 
turned its face. The French paper LIBERATION 
stressed: the Khmer Rouge was the sole delegation that 
resorted to all means to bring the conference to a 
stalemate. They opposed all the three points unani- 
mously adopted by the Paris conference and rejected the 
UN decision to send a fact finding delegation to Cam- 
bodia. Finally the Khmer Rouge also rejected the con- 
ference’s document on organization of work, a document 
that French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas termed a 
major step toward peace in Cambodia. 
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The BBC reported that on the 2d day of the Paris 
conference, not withstanding the Khmer Rouge’s stub- 
born opposition to the sending of UN experts to Cam- 
bodia for a fact finding mission, French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas, bearing a grudge against them, 
exchanged heated words with Khieu Samphan. The press 
circle has extensively discussed details surrounding this 
matter: While Khieu Samphan aggressively opposed the 
decision to send a UN fact-finding team to Cambodia 
because he was afraid that this team would witness the 
Khmer Rouge’s genocidal crimes and the firm control by 
the Cambodian state over all territories of Cambodia, 
Chairman Hun Sen, contrarily, quickly welcomed the 
appointment »* the UN fact-finding delegation to Cam- 
bodia and r . tly instructed Phnom Penh to welcome 
the delegation. 


The Paris international conference on Cambodia has 
concluded its first round, leaving behind a satisfactory 
feeling over an important initial result and a clear 
realization that difficulties are numerous in resolving 
internal issues among the Cambodian factions before the 
conference resumes its ministerial level meeting on 28 
August. 


Now preparations are being make for the conference to 
enter its second round, in which various issues must be 
settled concretely. This is a path full of difficulties and 
complexities. Whether the final result is achieved or not 
depends chiefly on the goodwill of all parties concerned 
as well as their common efforts on reaching a correct 
solution to the Cambodian issue—the solution that the 
entire world awaits. 


Co-Chairmen of Cambodia Conference Praised 
BK0408125989 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1000 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[Text] QUAN DOI NHAN DAN today, 4 August, 
frontpages a commentary by Quang Loi entitled: ‘““Opti- 
mistic Signs From the Paris Conference.” 


The commentary said: The 10-year long conflict in 
Cambodia is reaching a prospect for a political settle- 
ment. This is an unprecedented historic opportunity. 
Whether this prospect becomes reality or not depends on 
the goodwill of nations and parties who participated in 
the conference. 


Vietnam appraises highly the goodwill of some countries 
and notes realistic viewpoints of the others at this 
conference. We welcome the positive contributions 
made by France and Indonesia at the first round of this 
conference and hope that these two nations will develop 
their role as co-chairmen of the conference to lead it to 
the final success for the interests of the Cambodian 
people and for peace, stability, and cooperation in the 
region and the rest of the world. 
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Report on UN Cambodia Fact-Finding Mission 
BK0708022089 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 6 Aug 89 


[Text] A UN delegation has arrived in Thailand en route 
to Cambodia to carry out an international effort aimed 
at monitoring the withdrawal of Vietnamese Army vol- 
unteer troops from Cambodia. 


The delegation is composed of 15 persons and led by 
Lieutenant General Martin Vadset of Norway. Gen 
Vadset said he will fly to Phnom Penh on 7 August. 


The delegation was assigned to Cambodia by a decision 
of the International Conference on Cambodia, which 
opened in Paris on 31 July. 


Thailand Stance on U.S. Arms to Cambodia Decried 
BK0708 105289 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 
in Vietnamese 26 Jul 89 p 4 


[Article by Le Duc Sao: “An Unwise Statement by 
Bangkok’’] 


[Text] The BANGKOK POST on 25 July quoted a 
high-ranking Thai official as saying in an interview with 
a REUTER correspondent on 24 July that Thailand has 
agreed to allow the United States to ship its arms aid via 
Thai territory to the opposition forces of Sihanouk and 
Son Sann. 


This is an erroneous, out-dated action running counter 
to the aspirations of the Cambodian and Southeast Asian 
peoples and progressive world public opinion. 


It is noteworthy that this statement, by a person holding 
high position in the Bangkok administration, was made 
only a few days after the U.S. Senate had decided to 
grant military aid to the Sihanouk and Son Sann forces. 
This has encouraged people to think that Washington 
and Bangkok are colluding in a scheme to obstruct the 
mutual efforts of all countries involved in urgently 
seeking a political solution to the Cambodian issue. 
During the past several days, public opinion in the 
United States and throughout the world has expressed 
disagreement with the erroneous and out-dated U‘S. 
decision on supplying lethal weapons to the Sihanouk 
and Son Sann forces. Bangkok’s decision to assist the 
U.S. to escalate the conflict in Cambodia will undoubt- 
edly face strong protest from wide segments of public 
opinion in Thailand and the world. 


During the recent period, Thailand has contributed 
positive efforts to accelerating negotiations to find a 
political solution to the Cambodian issue. Specifically. 
its policy of “turning Indochina from a battlefield to a 
marketplace” has been acclaimed by public opinion in 
the region and the world. However, this statement by a 
high-ranking official in the Bangkok administration, in 
reality, has run counter to the efforts made recently by 
Thailand. 
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Those who are well informed on the Cambodian and 
Southeast Asian situations hold that this statement from 
Bangkok was aimed at creating an unfavorable atmo- 
sphere for the current Hun Sen-Sihanouk meeting in 
Paris and for the coming Paris international conference 
on Cambodia. This has diminished the public’s confi- 
dence in Thailand’s goodwill for this conference. 


Thailand has announced that it will spare no efforts in 
seeking a just and lasting solution to the Cambodian 
issue and will help prevent a civil war in Cambodia after 
the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from this country. 
Thailand, on more than one occasion, has announced 
that it will not allow the Khmer Rouge to use Thai 
territory as their sanctuary to carry out a civil war in 
Cambodia after all Vietnamese Army volunteer troops 
returned home. Public opinion was optimistic over this 
positive change by Bangkok; but the statement on allow- 
ing the United States to ship its weapons to Sihanouk 
and Son Sann forces via Thai territory has run totally 
counter to this spirit. 


If Thailand really wants to contribute to seeking a 
political solution to the Cambodian issue for peace and 
stability in Southeast Asia, it should refrain from acting 
in any way that could encourage conflict in Cambodia. 


Army Paper on PRC Actions in Spratlys 
BK0708063989 Hanoi VNA in English 0546 GMT 7 
Aug 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 7—That China planted the 
so-called “‘sovereignty” markers on islands in the Truong 
Sa [Spratly] Archipelago of Vietnam has caused legiti- 
mate concern not only to Vietnam but also to other 
countries in Southeast Asia, says the army paper QUAN 
DOI NHAN DAN in a commentary today. 


The paper says: 


“This is a completely preposterous act. Truong Sa Archi- 
pelago has always been part of Vietnam’s sacred terri- 
tory, which nobody can deny. Vietnam has not contested 
an inch of China’s territory and only aspires to live in 
peace and friendship with its northern neighbour on the 
basis of respecting each other’s independence, sover- 
eignty and territorial integrity. With our goodwill and 
our desire to preserve the friendly relationship between 
the two countries, we have many times proposed that all 
differences between the two countries be settled through 
peaceful negotiations and that both sides show self- 
restraint so as not to aggravate the situation. But, regret- 
tably, China has not yet made a positive response. We 
earnestly hope that the Chinese authorities listen to the 
voice of reason and justice”. 


U. S. Anthropologist Arrives for Joint Studies 
BK0408 131589 Hanoi VNA in English 0903 GMT 
4 Aug 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA August 4 - Prof. Dr. Michael 
Pietrusewsky of Hawaii University has arrived in Ho 
Chi Minh City to conduct research on skulls of ancient 
and contemporary Vietnamese in collaboration with the 
Medicine and Pharmacy College there. 
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Data collected in the research will be sent to Hawaii 
University for processing to determine the biological 
connections between the ancient and contemporary 
inhabitants of Southeast Asia and Australia. 


Trade Relations With Australia Viewed 
BK0408 141589 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[“Vietnam Today” feature: ‘“Vietnamese-Australian 
Trade Relations”’] 


[Text] Recently Vietnamese-Australian trade relations 
have developed favorably, resulting in rapid increase in 
the value of the two-way trade. Statistical data show that 
this trade, which stood at U.S.$ 4.5 million in 1982-83 
jumped to U.S.$ 20 million in 1986-87. 


In terms of value, the Australian market now ranks 
fourth in Vietnam’s overall trade with nonsocialist coun- 
tries coming after Singapore, Japan, and Hong Kong. An 
outstanding feature of the new growth is increasing the 
participation of the trade partners. Unlike the earlier 
period in which Australian sales consisted primarily of 
bitumninous coal for the Vietnamese State of Railway, 
present imports from Australia cover a wide range of 
industrial products, raw materials, and manufactured 
items. 


Featuring high among Vietnamese products selling well 
in Australia are processed seafood items, notably frozen 
shrimp, frozen fillets, lobsters, dry cuttlefish, and so on. 
Of the agricultural and handicraft products, the export 
list already includes coffee, pepper, cashew nuts, spices 
in powdered form, such as chili, garlic, saffron; and such 
art and crafts as lacqueware, wool carpets, and ceramics. 


In the past few years, Australian businessmen have 
shown increasing interest in the Vietnamese market. 
Noteworthy is the trade potential and for the opportu- 
nities it offers for production cooperation and invest- 
ment. In fact, several Australian firms have come to 
Vietnam to study areas of possible cooperation and 
investment, including major companies like (Broken 
Hill) Proprietary—BHP—a multinational company 
operating primarily in the field of mining, oil, and 
natural gas, coal, and steel (?industry). BHP has several 
times sent its experts and technicians to Vietnam for 
working meetings with the Department of Geology and 
the Ministry of Energy. 


Also interested in eventual cooperation with Vietnam in 
this and other fields are CRA and (Elders ISL) which 
have twice sent its representatives to Vietnam to study 
the possibilities and suitable forms of trade with Viet- 
nam. This group is contemplating a long-term barter 
trade contract under which it expects to supply Vietnam 
with [words indistinct] imports and to receive in return 
for payment export products from Vietnam. (Elders ISL) 
may possibly cooperate and assist Vietnam in develop- 
ing 1s export-oriented food processing industry. 
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Pending new developments in [words indistinct] of the 
SRE aay Snkeriey, ceediins eh 5° Gade 

the repairs and reequipment of the coal sorting 
Sain Cun Can cal coe venture for 
production of insulated panels in Ho Chi Minh City. 
Another joint venture for operation of a 100-hectare 
tiger shrimp raising farm in Da Nang and a number of 
other projects aimed at reequipping and boosting 
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prodution of several food processing plants in Ho Chi 
Minh City. [sentence as heard] It is expected that as a 
result of the continued development of bilateral trade 
relations an increasing flow of trade and mutual 
understanding will eventually produce the positive 
effects on the efforts to overcome existing difficulties 
in the interests of still larger Vietnamese-Australian 
economic and trade cooperation. 
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New Zealand 


Prime Minister Anneunces Intention To Resign 
7 tty ~ ne Hong Kong AFP in English 0002 GMT 
Aug 


[Text] Wellington, Aug 7 (AFP)—New Zealand Prime 
Minister David Lange announced Monday he would 
resign. 


Mr. Lange has held power since 1984. 


The Labor prime minister made his announcement at a 
news conference four days after his political rival Roger 
Douglas, former finance minister, was voted back into 
the cabinet. 


Holds News Conference 
—— Hong Kong AFP in English 0348 GMT 
Aug 


[By Suzanne Pollard] 


[Text] Wellington, Aug 7 (AFP)—Prime Minister David 
Lange on Monday announced his resignation after five 
years on the job, saying the turnaround in his Labour 
government’s standing since last month’s budget made it 
an appropriate time to step down. 


The announcement at an emotional press conference 
here came less than a week after Labour members of 
Parliament had voted back into the cabinet Roger Dou- 
glas, the finance minister Mr. Lange sacked in December 
last year over disagreement with the pace of economic 
change. 


Mr. Lange, a 47-year-old lawyer, said the Labour caucus 
would meet Tuesday to elect a successor. 


A quick transition would make the change constructive 
rather than convulsive for the Labour Party, one year 
away from the next general election, he said. Until last 
week the government had been steadily losing support in 
public opinion polls, with the caucus divisions and 
public feuding between Mr. Lange and Mr. Douglas and 
their supporters held largely to blame. 


Political commentators said Monday Mr. Lange’s depar- 
ture was likely to improve the government's electoral 
prospects if it could present a convincing, unified front. 


Mr. Lange said Mr. Douglas’ re-election to the cabinet 
was not the reason for his departure, which had been 


partly prompted by health concerns. 


The decision had taken him a long time to reach and he 
would not be persuaded to change his mind, he said. 


He did not wish to stay in the cabinet but would remain 
in politics and seek re-election for his Auckland seat of 


Mangere at next year’s general election. 
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He discounted the possibility of a snap general election 
being held now. Mr. Lange would not be drawn into 
predicting his successor, but most political commenta- 
tors were picking Deputy Prime Minister Geoffrey 
Palmer or third-ranking cabinet minister Mike Moore, 
who holds the external relations and trade portfolio. 


While Mr. Palmer is a somewhat sombre character, Mr. 
Moore shares Mr. Lange’s exuberant, enthusiastic man- 
ner and undoubtedly holds more popular appeal. 


Finance Minister David Caygill said Monday he would 
not be putting his name forward for the top job. 


Mr. Lange’s position has been under threat since Mr. 
Douglas’ sacking and subsequent divisions within the 
Labour caucus over the radical free market economic 
reforms so out of keeping with the traditional interven- 
tionist approach of New Zealand Labour governments. 


Formerly great friends and allies, Mr. Lange and Mr. 
Douglas fell out in a an acrimonious public row, with the 
prime minister concerned that an easing of the pace of 
reform was needed to help New Zealanders adjust to the 
high unemployment and high interest and exchange rates 
that resulted from the radical reforms. 


Mr. Lange said last month’s budget, with its emphasis on 
long-term social policy changes, had put an end to the 
“relentless juggernaut of the New Right”. “I was proud 
of that budget—it set the way ahead and the (subsequent 
public opinion) polls have sealed it in,” he said. 


“There is no enthusiasm at all within cabinet for some of 
the ideological positions he (Mr. Douglas) would 
advance,” he said, adding that there was no place for 
total deregulation of the Labour market or abolition of 
the minimum wage. 


Mr. Douglas was full of praise Monday for Mr. Lange, 
describing him as an “exceptionally able”” man who had 
led New Zealand “with extraordinary distinction 
through the most difficult period of its post-war history”. 


He said their differences had been “ta minor matter in the 
context of what we achieved together for New Zealand”. 


Mr. Lange, who underwent heart surgery in July 1988, 
said health reasons had been a consideration in his 
decision to step down, a move he had first thought of at 
the beginning of this year. 


He has remained overweight, despite surgery before his 
election as prime minister in July 1984 to reduce the size 
of his stomach to help him control his obesity. 


“I think that it is a type of lifestyle that you have to call 
an end to, otherwise it will call an end to you,” he said. 
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Government To Name Successor 
BK0708010189 Hong Kong AFP in English 0048 GMT 
7 Aug 89 


[Text] Wellington, Aug 7 (AFP)—The government was 
expected to meet in caucus on Tuesday to decide on a 
successor to Mr. Lange, but there was no indication who 
would be chosen. 


The outgoing prime minister also ruled out the possibil- 
ity of snap general elections. 


During his term in office, the 47-year-old Mr. Lange 
made headlines around the world, becoming embroiled 
in bitter rows wiih the United States and France. 


The refusal by Mr. Lange’s government to grant port 
access to U.S. nuclear-capable ships led to Wellington’s 
effective ouster from the ANZUS [Australia-New 
Zealarid-United States] alliance linking it with Washing- 
ton and Canberra. 


Mr. Lange also na: been at loggerheads with Paris since 
the 1985 bombing oi a Greenpeace protest ship by 
French agents in Auckland harbor. Wrangling to sort out 
the fate of the two agents continues. 


But the affable, quick-witted prime minister has been 
under siege recently with his popularity falling both 
within his caucus and among New Zealand voters. 


He suffered a new setback with the cabinet reinstatement 
of Mr. Douglas, the architect of his government’s free 
market economic policies whom he sacked in December. 
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Papua New Guinea 


Fire Cuts Communications Link With Bougainville 
BK0408094989 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 
0500 GMT 4 Aug 89 


[Text] Telecommunications links between Bougainville 
Island and the rest of Papua New Guinea have been cut. 
The Papua New Guinea’s Post and Telecommunications 
Corporation’s managing director, Mr (Ron Iraw), says 
this is because of severe damage done to the transmitter 
station at Mount (Takonia) on the troubled island. He 
said the cause of the damage is not yet known. 


Our Radio Australia correspondent says the transmitter 
station is one of a number of installations on the island 
which have been sabotaged by rebel landowners in recent 
months. 


Meanwhile, Papua New Guinea’s deputy opposition 
leader, Sir Julius Chan, has criticized the announced 
plans to reopen the Bougainville Copper Mine at the «ud 
of this month. 


Sir Julius warned renewed problems with more loss of 
life if events on Bougainville were not coordinated 
properly. He said the government should get the militant 
landowners to come to the negotiating table and agree 
(?0n) the government’s promised package of benefits. 


Sir Julius said the prime minister, Mr Namaliu, must be 
personally held responsible should troubles flare up after 
the reopening of the mine. He added that safety should 
be the prerequisite before any resumption of work at the 


Bougainville mine. 
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